
















Union Mills Va
Nov 19 1861

My dear father, 
You often com

plain of our not writing. I am 
sure I answer all the letters re-
ceived. I wrote at least once a week
any how, unless it is impossible to 
write. The fact is at present it 
is very hard to make an interest-
ing letter at all. We hear ru-
mors but we disbelieve everything 
The papers report McClellan prepa-
ring to advance. All we know is 
that if our officers knew we would
be attacked tomorrow they could not 
be pushing forwards the defences 
& preparations more rapidly or 
with more earnestness than 
they are. From this point to 
Centreville is a complete line of 
breast works & fortifications. How far
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above Centreville they extend I dont 
know. Troops are pouring into Ma-
nassas from Richmond & elsewhere. 
Some fifteen or twenty thousand 
said to arrived in last two or three have 

days. Great Quantities of ammu-
nition also. We hear cannon at 
intervals all day yesterday & today
signal guns I believe as the camp 
guards were instructed to listen for 
them & report.

Frank Rives I learn is better. I can-
not soon go over to see him as 
Gen Van Dorn allows no one to go 
back in rear of the army without 
a pass from himself & this cant be 
got easily. Pony Rives arrived
three or four days back but h’vn’t 
seen him. Crenshaw is with Frank.

We are all well but dont like
the weather for as usual the 
wind keeps up a storm here
all the time & besides we have
plenty of ice every day. Col Seibels
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is having log cabins built. The In-
dependent Rifles will be in theirs 
in ten days. Their officers asked & 
obtained leave to build their own
houses. Our officers are the most
trifling in the reg’t. & never do any-
thing, consequently I suppose we 
wont get houses till the Col. Has
them built for us. For the pres-
ent we have erected a sort of 
baricade out of rocks earth & pine
tops in front of our tent (my mess) 
which helps to break of the wind & 
serves as a kind of fire place. 
Our tent unluckily faces the north. 
The servant belonging to the mess
has fixed a pretty good shanty to 
cook in from material taken 
off an old house roof. We 
tore off the roof just as it was 
on the house thus getting pieces
six or eight fee square. This 
makes a splendid place to cook 
in. The difficulty is that it isn’t 
large enough for us to eat in
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We have also out of some inch planks
made some rough beds which serve
the purpose admirably. As they 
are a foot off the ground I think
they will be healthier than 
sleeping on the ground. It is hard
to write you a letter now for my
hand keeps getting so cold that
I have to stop & warm it in 
my pocket before I can go on.
I think if you could manage it with 
M  Jackson or McKeithen you had r

better hire a servant for 
Crenshaw & J. This winter.

After everything gets quiet here if 
you can get a chance to send 
him on I thought perhaps you
might spare them Jerry this win-
ter for I don’t suppose he will 
have much to do at home. Their 
great difficulty is in having to 
carry wood & water so far this
winter. Jerry is a good cook & 



industrious. If we have a 
battle here after everything 
quiets down there will be no 
danger at all in letting him 
come. I must stop for the 
present to go to a general review 
of the division.
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At night.

We have returned from
the review. There were three brigades
out viz ours (Gen. Rhodes), Gen Early’s
& I forget the third one. The were 
several companies of artillery & 
cavalry. Four regt’s in each 
brigade. Gen. Vandorn told 
Col Seibels he was much 
pleased with his (Seibels) reg’t. 
This division you know 
is on the right of this army 
& our regt the right of the 
division. We are the First
Battalion in the First Brig-
ade. They trotted us aroun  d

through mud & water today
from twelve oclock till 
dark. The review ground 
was some four miles from 
here so I feel confident
we didn’t go less than ten 
miles this evening.
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Capt Davis has just 

come & the boys all 
are very glad to see 
him. Caffy, one of 
our company, taken by 
the Yankees same time 
with Jno. Davis & Buck 
came with him from 
Richmond. Jno Davis & 
Buck are still held. Sever-
al men of this reg’t were 
lately released on taking 
oath not to take arms ags’t
U.S. till an exchange is effect-
ed. They give all kinds of 
reports about the Yan-
kees &c. – Say that they 
were only fed on bread & 



water by the government 
but their friends in Wash-
ington fed them well.

They say the ladies would
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often pass by them carry-
ing small secession flags
so concealed in the hand
that no one but the pris-
oners saw them In this 
way they informed them 
that they were friends.
Nov. 20  I had to stop th

last night before I could 
finish. Tell Laura & Sis 
to write oftener also Hines. 
I shall try to answer 
the letters owing Laura & 
Hines shortly. Sis owes 
me a letter.
I see that there has been 
a battle in Mo. & the 
probabilities are Faulkner’s 
company was engaged. I 
hope they come out 
triumphant all the time.
I suppose you entertain
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no fears on acct of the 
Federal fleet. It was re-
ported here that the 
S Carolinians had put
out black flags & that they 
intended neither giving 
nor asking quarter. We 
all wish they would the 
same up here, I think it 
would be best for taking pris-
oners does us no good. We have 
just heard of the capture of 
Mason & Slidell. If the circum
stances given are correct I 
am glad of it for England
will soon come in on the 
the seas.  I must now
close.

Yr. &c 

Bolling Hall Jr.


	Q0000038985
	Q0000038986
	Q0000038987
	Q0000038988
	Q0000038989
	Q0000038990
	Q0000038991
	Q0000038992
	Transcript
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


