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dy detir Laura.
I huve just received your letter of the 24th and ~6th Yay to

'ather, which he sent me by John FitzptJ.trick, from town lust night. I w~s

lonesome I could never Bvt lonesome as long as I had such company u Cousin

lad indeed you all were getting on so well. I hop~ - Frank will be entirely

.....
& mako you lonesome

"mighty well". Bolling vlill undoubtedly

3allie Hall--I know you are uneasy about Bolling & CrenshuH. This is very

ell ere this reuches you. Cheer ~p, keep in good spirits, and do not eet

But John Eitzpatrick c~e from town lust night- saw father & Bolling-Says

natural & Will tend of course to depress your spirits

Bolling & Crenshaw are doing

e@~~fiO bo going about on crutches in a week. lIe is improving us fust ~s\ any

one possibly could. Of course Crenshu.w does not mend so fust. But duily

improves--Keeps in good spirits- Lind hopefully looks forwurd to the time, dB

not far distant, ~hen he will be able to meet you and the rost of tre dear

childr::::n at home- once more to luugh und t lk over -'old times"- You S00m 'to

have been astonished, I suppose, because u negroe wom&n V1US nursing a ,ounde

aol~ier in the Madison house. Let me tell you that u soldier is fortunate

vho gets anyone to nurse him. But I am happy to tell you thut Bolling and

~renshaw have received the best attention possible all the time, from white
:--<:

ladies, both murried and uinele. They huve been supplied v;li th s truwberries ~

and many othJr nice things daily, by lady friends, so I think you ann

rest easy upon that subject.

This morning is the first quiet tine we have hud in thirty days--~hile I

write not a cunnon is to be heard.' ..11 is quiet along' the Chic~hominy

'to day. Our brave men have been fighting for mo e than thirty days ulmost

night and day. ~n every instance they huve been victorious. Duy bef~e

yesterday- -there was hard fighting along the line neurly bll d~y--the

Yankees charged our boys seven tine. ach tine they ~ere repulsed With heavy

loss to them. Our boys got them ubout three guns apiece stood cooly behind 1r
they V4ere

the breas tworks and shot yanke;s dO\m like dogs. ,_ccoun ts suy 10, 000 yunkees

lay dead or wounded in front of our v/Orks. Our loss e:Jtimuted at 4 or 500

remarkably small. We have been having an eu.sy time L1 tely. estill in

»Vinter' Quarters. Zver thing gous on very smoottly:ith us. IIurdly OXp8Ct

to move for t'ilO or three du.ys, thouGh thoro 1s no telling hor.' soon, or v:hen

we may have to take up the tramp again. Lee gets decidely the ~dvuntage of
\

Grant in every fight. Gran t haJ. 1.111 of his officers . nd nen drunk tn e.me:t-y

~~~-fi!9#l~ again da.y eforo yes terdL.y to ge t them to figh t. He ,ill soon

b.3 forced to abandon his "On to Richmond' move und try to escape VI i th av

smull remnant of the lurgl3 army he opened the Campaigne Vii th. Richmond



1/2

papers say Sherman has already turned to advance upon Chattanooga.

leaving ~tluntu to the mercy of Joe Johnston. -Every thing as fnt uS we

can hear works well. 'l'he ~)ou th uhould be thankful for the success of our

spring and summer Canpaignes so far. LEB is ~lmost worshipped here. He is

considereed second to no living man--and of the dead Napoleon alone is ud-

mitted his superior in point of military talent--I must suy thut I do not

go wi th the popular current in praise of Lee. That he is u. grelt t u.nd good

m~n no one can deny--But that he so much surpasses others of our Generals

or president DaYis I cannot see. I do not know of u brilliunt cumpuigne Lee

had mude. His firs t in \'Ies te:::-n Va •.. 'lS u. failure. His Pennsylvania ~WJpaigne

was ~ failure--cnlOO'!JSS~bcna~S:l~vm.ttt~ ttire L<iili cdr muUh l:tr:rlDJJJj.1,ill'tt

amP~ll:tlfg drtI1l~is3 ~ ~mlIJl ~,I~,· fS:;bJVlrntt 4m1i c.dttlm~

Since Stonewalls death what has Lee accomplished? Nothing, except by ha~d

fighting. I would not lesson any ones confidence in Loe. In him I have

implici t confidence. The destiny of our country j.n his htJ.ds is s<:..re;j,,~e_u~eg;;rd

~~~ ~e....e..~~<A--~~~
commands our~~outh side. With him, we feur nothing. I predict for him, that j~

his campaigns on the South side will be considered one of the most brilliunt

of the war. KIrby Smith in the ~rans Mississippi has been successful froI~ the
'-

beginning of his Campaign. He has almost entirely cleured the west of

'Vermin. "

Should mot that country be thankful to him? F.or his gallant &,

patriotic services papers state, he has been appointed General ~d- Dick

Taylor one none less worthy, has been appointed Lt.-Gener'l. These ure

ggod appointments, for the country, and well merited by the recipionts.-

Our Army under Johnston has been no less active than tho others, nor has it

been handled by a feeble hand, or less deternined mind. Nor have its

actions been less telling upon the enemy. Sherman is suid to have lret since

his departure from Chattanooga, forty five thousand men, killed, wounded,

sick and missing. This is in itself a very large army. FUlly one hulf ad

large as Jobnstons entire Army. Thus you see Johnston could not possibly

have los t so many, or he Vlould huve no arI:lY left. His loss cor,paru tively

has been small. And if reports ure true he hUG ulreudy forced 1tt. Sherman

to abo ndon his on to Atlanta, und seek Chattanooga by thG ne' rest route.-

Thus, Johnstons Crropuign has been a succcss- Charleston, Savannuh, Mobile

and other, points sink into obscurity" in medias res' elsewhere so important

I was bsking this morning Viho cor:rr.mnded at Charles ton ~md could find no one

able to give me the desired information. I am so glad to leurn tL~t crops

in the south are truning out better than wus anticipated \7hcm I IuS tAt Lome.

As long us Qur Army cun be fed we huve nothing to feur I am glud the citizens

I YOU that the I:lorule of_eVGl y where still l\:Gep :L~ fine spiri ts. can assu 'e



thu armies was never better--Our boys ure in fine spirits and more deternined

than ever. They ure anxious of course for peace. But not u man can be found

who is willing to sacrifioe any point of our constitution or liberty f~

peaoe. They want peace with our indep~ndence, final sepuration from the

Yankees. Without sacrifice of territory or citizen. The loss of ufriend but

renders the soldier more determined. I am glad your patriotism has not

abated. Because you loose one brother, you should not vlant the rest to give·

up and allow the country to be sUbjected. You were right in expressing your-

self mo re determined, and wishing us fiiUiiH@j ,,"' who ure left to fi~ bu t

its harder and longer. I hope you will never have cause to regret thL,t any

of your brothers entered the army. ~_s yet, I think you have none. Only one

thing, I can imagine woula give you just cuse <nd regret. That Ylould be

bad behuvior on the part of any of your brothers in the face of tho enemy.

This has never been and I humbly trust may never be. I~hus been 'gently'

raining since yesterday. Weather remarkably cool for June. I should be

very glad if you could send me some Han tgomory papers nOVl and then. Such by

mail and direct to Gracies Brigade, Hichmond, Va. I LillI unxious to Got a

letter from you with all tho news. I huvo written a doxen letters to you

since 20th of May, but get none in return, have written several to Hines, one

to Carrie, but still get none myself. Give cousin Su .... lie ny love. Give

my love to all my friends especiully "Our Set." I reckon they t..re pretty

as ever- and I knoVl they are sweeter, if possible. Em* is Miss Killhog?

I do hope she is well I suppose she is mUCh~~~tter than ever. I would send

her my love but of course she would not aocept such un humble ift. I know y

you are tired of foolishness, but I QEUl write nothing else. It is therefore

adVisable for me to olose before your patience is ~orried out.

Ll8!IE Hoping soon to hear from you I u:r.l ever

Your devoted brother,

J

~.s.

I have just returned, since writine the above fran a visit to our iron

clud nonitors, & gun hoats, 'fhree friends wore vlith nee ~e Vlont ubourd the

Richmond I met upon tho TIichnond, to my ustonishment u son of Kr. Wilson,

who marriod Cousin Jt.,ne Jackson. He is a very nice young mun. Hudo himself

acqutlin ted, Vi i th ne, ond took me around and showed ne eYer~Y thintt to be

seen. Be was very kind invited me bucl~ to see him etc. The Hichmond is u

very fine bOut- looks li~ the finest sort of u mun$ion inside. ~he' officers

hnve puluces for their rooms- und live well. Every thing is

(~he rest of the letter i8 missing)
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