


At o meeting of Camp Forrest at Woodlawn, I wus appeinted to read
a repoft of Genl. Forrest's last fight. I was at Selma during ﬁhe coming
advance en that place, and from my recclledtion and from historical reports,
T have roughly gosten up this paper, which was never called for by the
Commander of the Camp. It has not been re-written. It npay be of scume
interest, and I therefore leave it with this paper.

1 joined Genl., Forrest the day after the fight in Selma. He went
to my house in Hamburg. After a short rest he went into‘tne neignborhood
of Marien Junotion. T direeted him te stop with my friend, Dr. Jones,
while there yho would give him goed accommodations, whiech he did.
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greatest concern.

At your request that I should prepare an scocount of the last Pight
by Genl, Ferrest for whom our Camp was named, I submit the following account
gathered from history and my personal observation of Genl, Fcrrest's

engagements around Selma for your entertainment on this occeasion.

Fully 75000 scldiers were organized by the lst of Mareh, 1865
to invade Alabama--in Mewphis, Viaksburg, Mobile, Pensacole. But it was the

command ofi Genl, Willson on the Tennessee River that gave Oenl. Forrest the
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Fe clearly foresaw that the cbject of the enemy was the invasion

of Alébama. So he meoved his headquarters teo West Pecint and concentrated

his treoops in that regiocn. In the mean time, Genl. Wilscn was concent rat ing
nis large ferce near Waterleco and Gravelly Springs on tuhe Tennessee, and by
the middle- of Mareh had corpleted the organization of one of the most
magnificent bodies of mounsved troops the world éver saw. "Enough'! as Shakes-

peare would have it, Yto fight the soul of any fearful adversary.? BRarly in

‘March were gathered in his camp 27,000 cavalrymen, ovef half of whom were

mounsed. On the 22nd of March he started Southward to Selma, Genl, Boynten
says: "They were al)l Veterans in excellent éiseipljne and condition and fuil
of enterprise and zesal." Qn d@ffe;iygn?oggs f?gkggmmgnq»ss§;3gd780utnwurd
in three columns with‘orders te rendezveus at Jasper, Walker County. Frenm
there Genl. Willson proceeded to Eliten, arriving there Maroh 30th. Knowing
full well with whom he hed to deal, he prepared himseif for a quick marek to
Selma.,

Forrest was fully infermed as to Willeon's movements and strength,
(Fis command consisted:of escorts 64, Armetrong's brigade 1432, Adame' Brig,
1077, Stark's Brig. 1013, Hudson's battery 62-~total 3848.) Willsen had
loft his wagon traln between the twe Porks of the Warrior River in a wild
and rugged pregion where it could be defended by the dismounted Veterans left
there for that burpose; He was new in light welght and confidend of wnibping
Forrest on any 2round pnd of going pieht on toc Selma. Wotrbeixg aware tnat
Forrest had ordered Gerl. Jacksen to move from West Peoint to Centerville,
he erdered Genl. Croxten te 2o at-gnce to Tusocsnloosa with his 2,000 men and
destroy all the public:.buildings at that place. Croxton had not marehed & day
before he was praotically surrounded by Ferrest's Cavalry. On the afternocon
of the second day he came Into the road aleng which the rear of Jackson's

division had just passed in the direction of Centerville., He determined to
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pusi on te Tusealcosa. Posting tWo'companies as a vedette, he h@d proceeded
but & few miles when the vedette was fiercely attacked, Capt; Paprish in
command wag noﬁndsd and his entire command captured. FHad Croxten kﬁoin that
by mere goed luek he had come in between the rear of Jaekéon;s command and

z | his artillapy, bhe ceuld have captured all of Jackésn's artillery easily.
Jackson was for the time ignorant of his presence and when he, Jackson, re-

traced his steps to strike him he changed his course from Tusealcosa and

_ran awey so rapicly. Jaokson Stopped the puPsuit and Semt Word to the
commander &t Tﬁscaloosa.to be on the lcokout fer Croxten, and pushed on

towards Centerville. This performance with Croxton delayed Jackson in his

mareh fer several hours, enabling Genl. Willseon te destroy the Centelbville

bridge, -Pad it net been for the delay with Ceoxten he ecould hdve whipped
MeCook whe had been sent there to destroy the bridge, attacked the rear

flank of Long and Upton &s Forrest had planned, and,poséibly have held

3 willson in oneck leng enough to give Chalmers time to reach Plantersville,
Genl, Forrest had teken every precaution to concentrate his ecommand snd throw

his full foroe between the Union Colump snd Selma. His plan of sttack on

Willson at thig time was ene of his meost brilllant conceptiens. It failed

~only because of the captﬁre bf-t;b nost imporﬁéﬁfwdaéﬁatcues by the enemy, to

Jackson., From these dispatehes Willson learned that Forrest with a small
force of his command was in his Immediate front and that Jacksen with his
gtrong force was encamped the night before fhree miles from Scottsville,

and alse that Chalmers was at Marien and had been ordered to cross cahéba River
and hasten to join Forrest north of Selma., On the evening of the 31st of
Mareh having sen?fthese dispatoehes, which were captured, to Jackson, Forrest
alsc senq}a\ﬁcurier to Chalmers to hurry to Ebenezer Church in the neighbor-
hoed o Plantersville where he would jeln him iIn front of the advaneing foe.
Nething more brilliant could have been conceived in the plan mapped out for
the destruction of Willemn. He at tie head of Crossland's brigade, Rody's

z : : ‘ division, a detail of 200 nmen fromwArmstrongs bfigadeuand the State treops
under Dan Adame in frent of Willson's advence, would offer resistance at

ever§ available pesition frowm Randelph to Selma. Jadksan, unknown to Wilson
was to follow in the rear of the Unien Column. As socon as Chalmers should come
upswith his Fforces Forrest wou;d choose his position for a fight, and while
engaging the enemy's front, Jackson wss to assail him in the rear and flanks,
Pad the digspatches net been captured and the Forrest plan been fulfilled,

ene of the greatest cavalry battles in the Werld's history would have been
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fouglt en*this.ground. On the afterncon of March 5;;; while Crossland, Dan

Adunms snd Redy were being driven Southward by Upton, Ferrastrprnivequn'theA

ground and was meving from Centerville towards Montevalle with his staff,
the escort company of 70 men and 200 of Armstrong's Command, He dame inte
a reoad over which the Confederates were retreating and aleng which the
FPederals were moving. FHaving approached te within less than one hundred

yards of the Federals who were in considersble discorder, Forrest ordered

his men to draw their Bi%“ﬁhﬂ&ﬁﬁf!ﬁ“&nd“bolﬂly‘aﬁéﬁhﬂihﬂadf%£~h&8‘$S€0rﬁ'“'w"’

ordered his men in columns eof four to charge direotly into the road. This
threw the Federal emvalry into mueh confusion and drove them from the scene,
Having captured a number of prisoners he learned from them that Willsen was
between him and Selma. With this informaticn he left the main road and
after & gwift ride of ten or twelve miles, he passed around the Federal
Column and reached his command about ten o'cleock that night in the vieinity
of Randolph and in the path of the enemy.

Ag the divisions of Uptom and Long advanced towards Selma on the
merning of April 1st, ﬁhey encountered small detachments of Confederates
and dreve them backAwith slight effort until they reached Kbenezer Church
several miiles north of Plantersville: Here Forrest read a mesgase frou
Chalmers stating that on account of obstacles in his way he eould not reach
Plantersville that day. Forrest was furious with rage on receiving this
dispateh. He sent: emother urgent message to Chalmers saying that ¥Willson
was pressing him hard with an overwhelming forée and that he would admit of
no excuse in not uniting with him on that day at Plantersville, or between
that place and Selma. (Some people centured Chalmers for his slow move=
ments.) Forreat says that Chalmers did not meve with the swiftness and
alacrity that the emergency demsnded.

Forrest, realizing his desperate situation snd the necessity of
helding the eremy in check until Chalmers counld reach Phantersville,
seleated a strong position at the crossing of Bayless Creek and placed his
command in the best possible position. Forreet with his escort and 200 of
Armstreng'é men took & pesitien commending the ford. Teo his left was Cross-

land's 300 Kentuckians, while on his right was placed a detachment of State
troops under Adams. His entire forece did not number 2,000, Tc assail this
force Willson had Upton's division 3900, Leng's division 5127 and twe full

batteries of artillery. At 4 o'cleck the Federals appeared. Pushing them

forward Willsen and Long ordered a resh sabre churge. As soon as Forrest
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saw these gallant troeperévniding down upon him with sabres in the air
he ﬁlaoed himself im line with his eéeurt~and Crossiaﬁd'a K@ﬁfggﬁiﬁééé?ny
and ordered them to reserve their fire until the enemy had arrived to within
100 yards of them. They were then to draw their revelvers and with one in
gaoh hand te ride ir smeng them and use their weapons at clese quarters,

A horse of one of the front platocns ran away with his rider, rushed thru the
Confederates and struck the wheels of one of the guns with such force as to
break if off, and the soldler falling to the ground was slain with the ramrod
of the gunner. As the mair body of the ohﬁrging column swept into thﬁ Con=

federate line, Forrest with his command rede inte them and the desperate

charecter of the encounter can be better imagined than described. It was

- one of the meost terrific hand to hand confliets whieih oceurred durine the war

between vacalry soldiers., Lieutenant Conan says : "I saw Genl. Forrest
surrouﬁﬁed by s8ix Pederals at one time and all slashing at him; One of them
st ruck one of his pistols and knooked it from his hand. Private Phill Dodd
gpurred his horse to the General's rescus and shot the Federal scldier who
was so near him, thus enabling Forrest to draw his‘other pistol with which
he shet enother eof the group who was s8till persistent in his attaek upen our
Commarder." Forrest and Boon were beth wounded, Althe they rode thru and
over us, those that surviwed were beaten back and we did not leave the field
until we saw the main column advancing.

Just as this fight was commencing Upten's divisien advanced upon
the flenk of the Gonrederétes. Striking the militia, these without offering
much resisﬁaneﬁ ran from the fleld in much diserder, coupelling the entire
Confederate line to retreat, losing three guns and 200 prisoners. A desparate
running fight was continued to Phantersville, Forrest was sorely pressed,
but Conan and the esceort end the rear guard gathered around him determined
to sacrifice themselveg to the last man rather then permit thei; General
to e killed, and kept off his pursuers until he was safe, The fighting through
the day had been aonst&ht over>twenty-four niles since”ﬁbrnihg. Confederates
camped at Plantersville and Federals in front of the place 24 miles from Selma.
At dayllight the next morning the Federsls advenced towards Selma, Long's
division in front, clesly followed by Upton. Long was directed to eross over
to the Summerfield road as he appreached the City of Selma and te develop
the Confederate line as soon a8 he eould arrive in front of the works.

Witheut muech epposition the Unlen forces were in sight of Selma and in line

of battle about M4 o'cleck P.M,.
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Forrast ‘had arrived in Selma oarly on tha motning er the 2nd a@& ﬁp'”*ﬁ

immediately reported to Genl. Taylor whe was the departmental‘enmﬁanﬁer over
him, and received his final instructions from this officer, who g8 the
place was being invested, escaped by train towards Demopolis. Genl. Taylor
said of Porrest: "He appeared, horse and rider, covered with blood and
announced the ernemy at his heéls, and that I must move at once to escape
capture. I felt anxious for him, but he said he wag unpurt and would cut
his way through as most of his men had done., My engine started towards
Meridian, and barely escaped." Being thus left in complete command of all
the forces at Selma, Forrest bent all his energies to make the best pessible
defence of the City., It was fortified with a single line of works., The
most 1nt9nsefexcitement prevailled among all classes. Everyone whe could had
fled to the country, Relying chiefly on Armstrong's brigade, whioh numbered
1#52.men, he ' placed te hold the left of the Confederate position Rody's men
on the right and the militia in the centre. Rearward of these was Forrest
with his escert and the Kentuckians.

In ecrder to be safe from any advance of Chalmers, yet absent from
Forrest, Long posted a regiment in his rear to protect hie led horses and
pack train and formed the rest of his divisien, 4500 strong, across the Summe -
field road end behind a low ridge, consealed from the view of the Confederates.
Az leng was advanoing to the attack he was informed that Chalmers was in his
rear. Seeing that if he halted at this junetion the aésault on our marks
might fail, he in persen led & desparate charge of his treoeps upon Armstrong's
position. With courage and stubbornness Armstrong stoed his ground. Genl.
Baynton in his life of Genl. Them&s says, that in less time than it takes
to tell it over 300 of Long's men were killed and wounded. Long himself
was stricken down together with twe of his brigade commanders and four
Colonds. At the same time Upten moved upon that part of the line gusrded
by the militia, These troops again fled, lesving a gap through whieh the
Union scldiers swarmed. TForrest seeing these troops giﬁihg éway, rushed into
the break of his line and endeavered to stem the tide until Rody ocould be
moved ever te Armstrong's support. But in over-whelming force he was driven
back before a new.alignment could be rormed, forcing Armstrong and Rody to
withdrew their troops to a second line, Here sgain resistance was made
until Willseon's forees had over-lapped them! in both flank and rear. Seeing
further resistance hopeless, Forrest ordered his dismeunted men tc secure

their horses and escape as bést they could. Armstrong still holding his
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who rallie& around him, escaped over the Burnsville iéad, mot; h_ewew?e‘r',; w th— ¥

veut—,—a'oolliéion with the enemy over the same road upon which Willson's troops

St

ha.d advanced, He was again compelled to f£ight his way thmﬁgh, and it was

~hers de combat in a hand to hand eneeunter since his firs’c engaz‘

at ‘Sacmman’ce_- _i;a- 1861  He elosed his fig)@'sing career a’s Selma, h': in

-

'twent;y-nme harses shot tmder hin during the War. e
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