
"My Wa.r Record"

When tne first batt le, "Bull Run" as the Yankees oalled, "Manassus

Junotion", as we named it, was fought and we had gained such a glorious v1otory,

we all thought that it would end the fighting. Instead of our pushing on to

Washir~ton, following up our great victory, our men in authority thought best

to remain on the aetensive. President Linooln oalled for a large re-inforoe­

ment of volunteers and soon had an army three times as large as ours, and soon

after renewed the fight. We had a lar~e number of our men killed and wounded,

awon~ them Capt. Robbins, my Aunt's husband. I went on to Virginia at my

Aunt's request to brin~ him home. I found him at Lexington. I spent a week

or two with him and visited the battle field and the home or Thos. Jefferson.

Af"ter ~etting home and he had gotten well enough to ride, we decided

to try to raise a Cavalry Company and go out and fight on our own hook. We

soon made up the Company, and John T. Morgan, then a private in the Virginia

army, WdS corr~issioned to raise a regiment of Partisan rangers and wired us to

join his regiment and when our Company was called to meet in Selma for crganiza­

tion we decided to do so. Col. Morgan had several oth~r Companies in the

State Who were to join him. We were ordered to rE'ndezvous at OXford, wnen the

regiment was soon orgrolized. Morgan appointed me acting surgeon until Dr.

Miller Francis who was in the Virginia Army, oould be transferred. After

spending five or six weeks here in inspecting and organizing the oommand, we

left, going towards HuntsvillE' to meet Genl. Buell who was threatening an

inva.slo n of our State witn a lare;e foroe, but be/ore we had gone fur in his

direotion he thought it wise to return to Nashville. We followed on, being

about a week behind. We hud a picnic time on the march. At every place we

passed through the people oheered us, and oame out with sandwiohes, buttermilk,

pies and cakes, and the> young ladies singing the "Bonnie Blue Flagll and llDixie".

Before reaohing Nashville, however, we were capuured by Genl. Forrest, with

whom we served until Genl. Bragg came to Murfreesboro with his army, when

Genl. Forrpst went to West Tennessee and we transferred to Genl. Wheeler's

oommand, with whom we saw SOllie hard service. I was with him in sey-eral

valuable ana suocessful raids in rear of the enemy, notably tae raid on Luverne

and the one from Blaok Grove to the Cumberland River below Nashville, when he

capturea two transports and one gun boat and burned a large depot of the

enemies' supplies on the river. This raid, it was then said, made him a Major

General, but I cannot go into all the details of my ups and downs througn Tenn.



After W~ had followed back to th~ south side of the Tennessee River t

our command which had then SElen hard service for more than a year t was ordered

back to Oxford to recuperate, rest, secure horses, etc. And I WW3 oraered to

report to Dr. stout at Chattanooga to be assigned to Hospital duty. I did 80

and he ordered me to report to Dr. GUillole at Ringgold, wno plaoed me in

oharge of the officers' ward at toe place. I then sent for my wlfe,wnom I

had not seen for over a year,to visit me. She oame, bringing the children,

but aid not stay longer than a week or two, as the enemy was making preparatimns

fo a forward move, and the hospitals ordered to move to New.wan, which we

promptly did in good order. I was fortunate to secure "College Temple",

pres ded over by professor Kelley, a northern man, for my hospital, hioh was

regaraed as tne nioest in the town. On one ocoasion Genl. Bragg sent Major

Clare, nis Cnief of Staff, and two other officers, to inspeot the various

hospitu s. After going to Atlanta, Macon and Cclumbus, and lastly to Newman,

tol::'e~e Temple" was the last of tne four located here they inspfloteu, and

before leaVing they complimented me by saying tnat tney were well pleased with

the manner in whioh it was kept and if they had to be sent to a hospital they

would oome to College TElmpl~. I had for my assistants Dr. Aroher from 1J ryland,

Dr. Griffith who after the war went to California, and Dr.

N~w York, all of whom were fine young men. After the battle of Cnickarr~uga

I was ordered to r~port to Dr. FluelleJ Medical Direotor of toe Army at Genl.

Brag~'8 headquarters on Missionary Rid~e. Immedia~ely on my arrival tnere

I wus ordlred to go to Crawfish Springs, und take Charge o. the twelve division

hospitals of the enemy, whicn had fallen into our hunas witn some twelve or

fifteen hubdred wounded, and to see that tney were properly cared for. I hud

a detail of half a dozen Cavalry men and all umoulanoe, and instruot ed to send

over tue battle field and gather up any soldiers who mi~ht still be uncared for.

Alao to seoure all the oaptured medioal and surgioal supplies thut might be

there and r~port then to aaj. McMakin at Chiokumauga. r founa thirty-seven

Yank~e surgeons in charge. On arriving I reported to tneir ohief surgeon in

oharge who reoeived me very court~ouBly, etc. etc. After I had been here

abibut a wElek I had orders from Genl. Brage: tC' select five hundred of the more

wC'unded to be exchanged with Genl. Roscraty for the same number of our men.

After this wus done I was to send the rest to th~ rear to be retained as

prisoners of war. After doing this and se ding to the 2nd Muster the oaptured

property, I reported to Surgeon Fluellen at army headquarters, wld was ordered

baok to Newman w ~te I remai~ed until tte ar ' fell baok to Maryetta waere



anothe!' stand. wus made and a battle fought. I was again ord€lred to rf'llJort to

Major Director at Maryetta with Dr. Welford. Here we were placed in oharge

of tne reoeivin~ hospital wnere we did hard work for nearly two weeks operating

ana shipping the wounded to AtltiLta. We were then ordered to Atl~ta and after

a week or ten days we were returned to Newman. Soon after ~~ return to Newman

we were ordered to Macon and from there sent on to Fort Valley, wtere I

remained for two months, long enough to have a diffioulty witt one of the

surgeons for slandering my friend, Dr. Welford. I was then ordered to

Selma. and reported to Surgeon P. B. Soott, and was ass1gned to duty here,

where r WbB when Wilson raided and. tOOK that plaoe.

I was a n:ost fortunate ~ld1er. Never asked for any ohange 0:' places,

b twas luGky enou~h to ~lways be assigned to good ones. I am glad that I

went into the War, and of my record, though I never shot a Yankee.
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