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ROOSEVELT CRITIC

10 LOSE OFFICE

Appraiser  Somerville Opposet
President’s Negro Att:tude

(Special to The World.)

WASHINGTON, Oct. 9.—Henderson
M. Somerville, Chairman of the Board
of General Appraisers in New Yorlk, ‘ls
slated for memoval. There has been
friction between him and the 'I\reasury
Depar*tmen«t for some time on account
»f his contention that the board is a
judleml bod:y and that its membens are
appointed for life, the same as Federal

i Judges, and can be removed only for

o

cause. In a recent court decision in

New York it was held that the Gen-
eral Appraisers may be memoved at tha
willl of the President, with or withoat
specified cause.

The friction 'was only with Sesrstary
Shaw and Asslstant Secretary Arm-
strong, until Mr. Somenville aroused the
ire of President Roosevelt by guriting a

magazine article dn wihich he ggi»ticxsed
Thie President’s goslbwg on the nesro
gﬁ_ues’tlom referring o it as unwise, dis~
tarbing and tending to retard the soiu-
tion of the race problem.

The President and Secretary Shaw
Glscussed Mr. Somerville’s case to-day,
and decided to ask him to resign as

oon @i his successor camn be selec

his may be a matter of several wesk
as Mr. Shaw is to do considerable owxn~

pangn:lng in the West and there wiil l:ueI

many ocandidates ‘to look owver.
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SHALL FREEDOM OF SPEECH BE ABRIDGED?

1t is stated that Judge Somerville, Chairman of
“the Board of General Appraisers for the Custom-

House ift this city, is “slated for removal.” The
| remson f6r this decision 1§ found in an article con-
tributed by him to the North American Review
for October on “Some Co-operating Causes of
Negro Lynching,” in which he says that—
The bmg effect of President Roosevelt's atti-
tude tcward the negro can never be adequately estis
mated in its retardation of the solution of the race
proviem which is staggering American statesmanship.

 Judge Somervﬂle, who was formerly Associate
 Justice @f the Supreme Court of Alabama, and is
a jurist-of much learning and of the highest char—
acter, declares that “mob violencs in every form
is a species of anarchy which assassinates the vic-
tlm and staps the law.” And he approves the
letter of President Roosevelt to Gov. Durbin com-
mending the latter for upholding “the ma.jesty of
the law.”

But it is the President’s political attitude toward
the Southern negro which Judge Somerville criti-
ciges as calculated to retard the sclution of the
race problem. This 6pinion may or may not be
just, but can there be any rational doubt as to
Judge Somerville’s unquestioned right to hold and
to express it without fear of official punishment?
The Constitution prohibits Congress from passing
any law “abridging the freedom of speech or of
the press.” May the President do by executive
order what Congress is forbidden to do by statute?
Must the opinions of all Federal officials conform
to thoge of the Executive, under penalty of dis-
missal for presuming to differ or to criticise?

If so, President Roosevelt is a more absolute
autocrat than the King of England or the Emperor
of Germany.
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