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Lafayette Ga.

Sept 15 1863
My dear Father,

Gen Gracie has just
notified me of a chance to send letters
to the Post office & I avail myself of
it to write. We have not for some
six weeks received a letter from any
one. We have marched several hun-
dreds of miles going day & night. We
have faced the enemy several times in
line of battle but they have always
ran. We once thought we had a whole
corps of over 10000 cut off in McLemore’s
Cove but by bad management they escaped
They are now divided & trying to unite
& Bragg is attempting to keep them apart
& fight them in detail but up to this
time has failed in getting a fight
Our army is confident but there is
no telling how it will result We do not
doubt our success if they can only be forced
to battle but that is the trouble.
Jim & Tom came up with us last
night for the first time & are at present
here with me so we are all five together
now & all well & in good spirits. This is
the first time we five have been to-
gether for several years I forgot exactly
how long To day the army is resting
all here together. It is a fine army but
much wearied. The dust is terrible. You
tell for many miles the exact line of
march of every column by the clouds
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dust which envelops it. Buckner is
getting popular with his men. Has
Old Jack given you my watch to have
mended? Old Jack will flatter me a good
deal to you, but he will always put it in
with such remarks tending to show that
he made me that your good opinions of me
will not be bettered any. I believe the
attempt to consolidate the Battalions has
failed. I don’t care about it much one



way or the other. I quit so as to give
all a chance to say a word
Yr af son
Bolling Hall Jr

Dear Father,

Being at this time here with
Bolling, I take the opportunity to write.
Tom and myself are well and have
been since we last wrote.

We are all here and all well. We are
somewhat uneasy about Frank not
having heard from him in some time.
We have been trying very hard to get
a fight out of the yanks but have not
succeeded. The whole army is in high
spirits and good fighting time.
We hear that Hood’s & Rhode’s Divisions
are here from Virginia or very near.
All are confident of victory complete
Ben is doing well. Was delighted to
see Jerry. We all expect to fight
but don’t know how soon. Give my
love to all the children we are very anxious to
hear from you. Your Affec Son
Jas A Hall
[page 3]
Camp near Fayettville Ga
Sept 15" 1863

Dear father

It has been a long time since we
have had a chance to write home, but a
much longer since we have heard from
home. Gen’l Gracie I understand is
going to send a courier to a post office
in a few minutes and we want to send
this by him. We have had hard times lately
marching. The dust is worse than I
have ever seen I must close as Tom
wants to write some. We have seen
Lit Reese Bill Jackson Jim Hall
Ed Crenshaw & others Yours &c

J E Hall



My Dear father

I have just a little time to write
to you. Bro James and self are now with Bro
Bolling and them. Since I last wrote to you we
have had some very hard marching to do. Have
been two or three times drawn up in line
of battle and ready to attack the enemy at
any moment but they are always too fleet
of foot and made good their escape.

Your son
TB Hall

My Dear Father

Bolling Jim & Jno & Tom have spoken
for themselves and I suppose given you the his-
tory of their different parts in the campaign or
at least as much as could be given in the short
lines they have written. We are all well and all
I think in fine spirits. Tom and Jim represent a
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splendid spirit as existing among the troops of their
Division Brigade and especially in their Regiment
That of our own is good, we came near being in
a battle on the 11" inst but I attribute our failure
to overcaution, which however perhaps is the true gene-
ralship in the long run. We believed we had a
Division of yankees under Thomas surrounded in the
cove but they escaped. I saw but one dead yankee
on the field. Our Brigade evinced an excellent spirit
and drill while advancing on the enemy, and there
is no doubt of their willingness and eagerness
to engage at all hazards. It is understood Longstreet
or Ewell one or the other has part of his corps now
at Dalton. It was a fine effect.
The campaign has not yet developed itself, none
under rank of Lieut Genls I believe comprehend
the object of our moves. As for my part I don’t
believe the yankes will occupy the Southern shore
fo the Ten many days without fighting for it,
I understand we hold Cumberland Gap, if so the
enemy must yield East Tenn, if Rosencrans retreats
across the River, The mail is called for love
to Carrie and Laura
Yr aff
Crenshaw Hall
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