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Beans Station Tenn
Decr. 15" 1863

Dear father

I wrote you two days ago
from near Rodgersville. Since then
we have been through the rubs. We
are moving on Knoxville commenced
the advance day before yesterday.
Yesterday about 2 oclock coming
within one mile of the enemies
pickets. Our Brigade in advance of
the army was put into line of battle
Gen’l. Gracie ordered Lt. Col. McClennan
to take part of his reg’t (the 4™ Batn)
& deploy them as skirmishers in
front of the Brigade. Maj Hugly took
command of the reserve (the 2" Battn)
But the reserve was divided into
three squads of two companies each
Two companies were sent on the right
to prevent the enemies flanking our
skirmishers or overpowering them, two
were kept in the centre of the line and
two were sent to the extreme left. Capt.
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Gulledge’s & my company were the
ones sent to the left. [ had
command of these two. Kept my
distance from the flank of our skir-
mishers, until the Yanks made an
effort to come around the left flank
Then I deployed the two companies
advanced on the left & soon drove
them back. By this time Johnsons
Brigade came up with me. I then
assembled the skirmishers, & found
on the left of the 16" Tenn. of Johnsons
Brigade, as I found our Brigade
had moved farther to the right than
I thought. As soon as I formed on
this reg’t we charged the Yanks throug"
two or three fields over fences &
through creeks. It was the prettiest
fighting I ever saw. We drove the
Yanks before us all the evening.



Our loss was not very heavy. We fought
some time after dark & after every
thing was quiet, I left Johnson Brigade
to look for ours. I soon found it
Gen’l Gracie was wounded through
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arm. Capt’s Crumpler & Reeves of our
Batn wounded also Lt. Kerr. Other
casualties, but dont know all yet.
Capt Crumpler I understand has a
very bad thigh wound. No other troops
were engaged until nearly dark except
Gracies & Johnsons Brigade. A little
before sun down Kershaws & Bryants
Brigades were put in on the right
After dark we were relieved by other
Brigades. The rest of the army passed
us early this morning in search of the
enemy in the direction of Knoxville
We are left here to bury our dead and
pick up our wounded. We are all very
willing to rest to day as we marched
very hard through rain and mud
day before yesterday & yesterday until
we went into the fight. I think Longstreet
will push the Yanks right into Knoxville
Crenshaws nor myself were touched
I have not time to write more. Lt. Cherry
leaves in the morning for Ala I expect he
goes with Gen. Gracie. Good bye

Yours &c

J E Hall

Still Direct to Bristol Longstreets Corps
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