\- S m or
Maé/ e Peoh 5 Tk KC a@éa{mc/ "z
NS o P L /474/4/ o a,é( /a/

: JAWW@ EEr g A/“ \/““‘“ .

ZM }/g&/ /MM%ZMKW/ @/4 ‘.aé/fé%é/

SN

, W/‘,/M/,aégy ké W Fors Srn)
A T IS AR RS A potes ot /4/

M zﬁé/MW Z8
ey é’vz//é

| D/ém/ W @5/ / W %/ @( %y éac/ W/ |
W W Af/ W LZW Agr B s j%




|

| g

|
|

I

[

1

\
W
[
\

%&z/,' ﬁmyﬁ Rzl %&«//W‘

W@ SR 8 Qo SN N AV A

//(4

|

@@Wz//,@/w oishgaone = > paone |
> WZZZ//%

%M?Q«ém %ééf

7%

Cv oot /éa/unw'

7422/?4 // MM //Jw i

ARTIN T Wy, Mw‘?’
A
- Kk

/MZ/ %M f&oéf/zz,/aw e Aéz 7MW W/m

ity  Frredd S ghd oo
of bevacl Lo eod
~ Mﬁjzﬁk& /l& M&m&% Ab20. Lrere., ‘ﬁ/ e eveld
m/m//@» MW/Z/MWMW%W%
AM& Lt tigecite - WM%&(%W (é&a*a//mm'
WCWMJ : /ZW /%ﬂeé%wmmmww

von WW/W S

? _, /MW Al L2

RIS s 2 e,u,e ‘
» &/0/7 G o f

!

1



0 \ /(
om0 X e < e A LY
‘4\ T ‘\",:'L » "‘;, o Ry ) Bk e ‘\‘ 3 " AN N 3 .
W 5 3 > 3

| amadga /U/W ‘ 77ZM L A %ﬁzﬁwa’ et /éﬁm%c{ Ot Ay
“""’M,'-.Q‘":"' o ' 2 ‘GW W M/(/g : | ot (W
ST 2 Fher Ll M«&MM %/wf"acé%aada QAZ

s _ ,é/ / W »

%Z),\ _/fé Ba

15

A Soofls B ;/-727 Er
% ; P
= i V ; z;

%%d\/&m%ﬂw W&MWW
MWWd d~/u/u,& a0l Lg«aélz«éw Ormacle To 1Tridn

rlices z/Zacz,d can's / %MM/C h,é Wma&
AWW?W WQW%{WM&M(»»M

(



AT oo




Cumb®. Gap
April 24™ 1863

My dear father,

It has been some time
since I wrote home but not through
neglect on my part or because I had
forgotten you. We all think of you
very often & would enjoy above all earthly
blessings the pleasure of all meeting
once more at the family board. I believe
the anticipation of the time when peace
again shall visit us & we be allowed to
unite once more at home is all that
bouys up many of us. It is indeed a
sad & desolating war. I know that we
have parted never to meet again, but still
I try to be cheerful under all circumstances.
In fact I am often forced to feign a cheerful
ness I do not feel & try to encourage my
mess with hopes I dare not experience myself.
I believe this is indeed the darkest hour of our
trials. My men (& indeed the whole army of East Tenn)
have for the last 13 days had only one & a half
pounds of bacon to eat. I was told five or
six days ago by Gen Gracie that there was
not enough meat in this whole Department to
subsist the army in it for five days and he
said that Gen Davis (Com" the Dep’t) had told
him that when that gave out he knew
not when the next was to come from.

[page 2]

We have had none for some time & dont
know whether any ever will be had or not. I cannot
but believe that there is mismanagement some-
where. It seems to me that there must be meet in
the possession of the government in the country
& why they should be trying the patience of the
troops as they do when certainly the R.Road to Knoxville
ought easily to supply us I cant tell. I fear it will
be impossible to keep up an army under such cir-
cumstances. It is believed by many that our army is
now equal to the Northern. If so it seems to me that
we should at once invade Kentucky & supply
ourselves. However I hate to write desponding letters &
I believe this is the first [ have written so you



must excuse it. [ have no doubt as to our

ability to meet & conquer the Yankee hordes but

it seems to me that our Generals are slow

& should be doing something before we do ac-

tually starve out. I am afraid that they are

basing their calculations on the 300000 Yankees

whose term expires in May. However we can

only hope for the best. We certainly must fight as

long as a man is left or a crumb of bread to eat.

It is impossible to surrender now & even if we could

make honorable terms I hope that no one would be

base enough to entertain such an idea as peace on

any grounds except eternal separation from men

who have proved themselves fiends & demons

incarnant. [ hope M" C. C. Clay will also succeed in his

Bill about foreigners. What sympathy have we met
[page 3]

from England Ireland or France or any other

nation. There is no doubt but that the ignorant

mobs of foreigners in this country have brought

on it its present condition. It is a disgrace & a crying

shame on us that we have not dismissed all

their consuls long ago. Let the South adopt a

total nonintercourse system with foreign nations

after this war & we will be if not a richer yet

a better & happier nation by it.

Since I wrote last last as you may see by the date

of my letter we have been moved back to the Gap.

In company with all the Legion. Tomorrow we start

again for “Beans Station” about 30 miles from here and

about ten miles from the Knoxville & Va. R. Road.

You must hereafter direct your letters to Bean’s Station

I believe that Sandford’s & Rive’s Battalions stay here two

or three days after we leave but will then follow

us. The 63" Tenn. under Col. Fain remains here perma-

nently. Gen. Gracie is doing all he can to get his Brigade

transferred to Tullahoma. I hope he may succeed

I still think Gen. G- a good officer. An attack was

made some time ago by some officers of the 63™

Ten. on his character through the papers. wh their

statements I know to be utterly false. the majority

of officers in their own Regt. bitterly condemn

their act & I learn that the whole thing was done

by some discounted spirits who had been made to know

their places by Gen G. I think he inspires universal



confidence in all the Alabamians under him
& also most of the Tennesseans of whom he has one
Regt (the 63™) only.
[page 4]
I received a letter from Jim dated April 3 in
which he says he was well. Johny has stood his
examination before the Board at Knoxville & I suppose
did excellently from all I can learn. the greatest mis-
take (and only one) he made was merely a mistake
of omission rather than commission. In answer-
ing a question he forgot to put in one item which he
knew perfectly well.
We are in good health.
Again I repeat it we all often wish we could be
with you. How is Sister? Give her my love &
tell her I think of her often no one “*" knows
better-tha except myself how often. Tell her
she must not think hard of me for not writing
oftener than I do, for though I have no bad
health to complain of yet I always have a
great deal to trouble me, not more however
than I can very easily bear and you may
tell her that I shall try to write oftener
hereafter. [ would give my existence to be
there now to nurse her while she is sick.
Tell her for me to cheer up. It may be yet
that the war may end soon & we may
all yet met at home together once more in social
& happy union.
Remember me to Laura Carrie & all the
children.
Write soon.
Yr affc son
Bolling Hall Jr.
P.S. Dont forget to direct letters
to
Bean’s Station
Tenn.
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