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Near Lovejoy Station
Sept 12" 1864,
Dear Father,
I dispatched this morning
to Sam Holt to tell you to tell Bill
Myrick Mt tg UMyicksid come on immediately
and for you to send Ben on by
him with some provisions for
since the campaign is over we
do get scarcely any thing to eat, nothing
but beef & corn bread. This we have
to eat cold as-it a days ration of it
is cooked for us at the wagons &
sent to us. The beef is miserably
cooked & very scarce. Lt. M- has
just rec? a letter from Bill Myrick
saying that he would be in Montg-
omery on the 14™ or 15" of this month
coming up. | hope you will have
rec’ my dispatch by the time that
he reaches Montg’y. 1 my bowels
have been in bad condition for some
time r otherwise I am in good health.
Y ou have can form no idea of
the appetite of the soldier.
[page 2]
I was thinking of the vegetables, fruits,
melons &c. that | was have missed
this year & it rendered me almost
desperate. I suppose that you hardly
sympathize with me in this.
I told you in my last letter that
I was not in the battle of the 31*
as [ was under arrest at the time.
I was placed under arrest by Col. Davis
the circumstances being these.
All of my company was on picket
except 5 men. All of the Reg’t except
16 men. We were in the trenches
and the enemy had evacuated our
front entirely. Our pickets were a
half mile in front of us. It was the
custom to keep up in such cases one
man out of 30 or 40 to arouse the
balance in case of an alarm.
As there were only 15 men in the reg’t
one man would have been a suffici-
ent alarm & for the reg’t. But Col D-s
Adjutant came around and ordered
me to have an alarm guard from my
Co. The picket had been unusually
heavy on us and the men were



worn out, so that I told him
that I would not do it.

[page 3]
If I had any respect for
Col D- I would have gone
to him & expostulated and
instead of refusing to obey
but I have none. He had
been conducting himself
badly through the whole cam-
paign, & was talked of by
officers through our whole
division. This was on the
night of Aug 29". Besides
his adjt did not give the
order as Col. D’s but as his
own. I did not go to him
to beg off as he thought I
would. I did not fear
him as he lived in a
glass house. I was released
on the 2™ of Aug. Col. D-
went through the whole
march on the 31* but
when his reg’t started into
the fight he suddenly became
very ill, thus not only keep-
ing me out of the fight
but also himself.

[page 4]
I rec® yours and Bol-
lings letter the day before
yesterday. Capt Nabors
came up on the train
fr with B & C. and told
me all about him.
I hope that sickness
has by this time left
the family.
With the exception of my
bowels I am well. I need
Ben very much. If you
do not send him by Bill
Myrick send him by him -
self. I cant get along
without him
I dont know what to think
of Bollings going back to
service with one leg.
I must close. Write soon

Yr affec son

Jas A Hall
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