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Knoxville May 13 1863
My dear Father,
We have not heard form you
all for five or six days. We are very anxious
to hear as often as possible.
We are still camped near Knoxville doing
guard duty in the city over the jail &c.
Pegram with a large force has been sent in-
to Kentucky by the Clinton road. I suppose he
is sent out merely as a feeler to discover the strength
& position of the enemy under Burnside
My Batt. is camped on the Clinton road. We
are about two miles from town.
Gen Buckner arrived yesterday & I suppose will
assume command immediately though no order
has yet been sent me to that effect, so
of course we are still under Maj. Gen. Maury.
The Depar’t of E. Tenn. is divided into several Districts
The First being under Col Palmer who has
several Regts in his Brigade. The Second is (or was,
for he has resigned & his resignation been accepted &
Co. Finly now commands) Brigadier Gen. Davis’s
district to whom I reported at first on coming to
Knoxville. I am now of course under the
immediate command of Col. Finly. An order
has been issued “temporarily attaching me to the
Second Brigade & orders me to report to Col Finly.
Gen Gracie commands the Third Brigade.
All these as well as Humphey Marshall & Pegram
also Brig. Gen Jackson are
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are under the command of Maj. Gen. Dabney H.
Maury Com® Dept™ East. Tenn.
Gen. Buckner will take Maury’s place.
It is thought by many that there will be fighting
before a great while brought on either by
Burnside’s attacking us or else our attacking
him. I dont know what to think.
We are all very much dispirited by Stonewall
Jackson’s death. It does seem we are truly
unfortunate in losing our best officers.
His place I fear will not be supplied.
I see that Vallandigham has been arrested. I
think that will close the mouths of anti-war-
men North. I never have hoped anything from
that quarter. The English are also pretending
to growl at the U. States but we have ceased to
regard her pretensions. I am of opinion that though
the present is certainly a gloomy hour & things



do look desperate yet we shall triumph.

That opinion is fixed & scarcely any reverse
will make me utterly despair. I suppose

our friends at home still are willing to see

the war through & do not wish to give up.

My Battalion is being fed very well now which
makes the men much more cheerful.

I hear the crops are fine all over the
South especially wheat. How is yours?

If this is so & will continue good we ought
certainly to succeed.

Please get Hines “™™to look & see if they
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can find the authority given me by the Sec. Of War
to raise my company. I cannot recollect what
I did with it. It may be among some
letters I left at home or it may be in the
little box that used to sit on the mantle
piece in the Drawing room. It may be of
some use to me if it is found please send
it to-me. ™" I may need it in settling questions
of rank.

How is Sister? Give her my love & tell
her I shall write to her soon.

Remember me to Laura Carrie & all the
children. Tell Hines he does not write at all nor
does Laura write often. Do you think it possible
that the °“revolution could have brought on
more suffering than this? Could the feelings
of the parties engaged have been as intensely
bitter. It seems to me impossible ever to
reconcile myself to favor any treaty of friend-
ship with our enemies at all. When the
war is over I desire them to say in their own
country & let us remain here & have nothing
at all to do with each other. I can but think
of them as preventing me, even at the present
moment when I most desire it, from going
home. They are robbers & murderers of the
most cruel & relentless kind. I do not think
it right for our friends to enter into treaties of
friendship with the murderers of their brothers
fathers & children merely for the sake of interest.
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I must close. Kiss Sister for me She
little imagines how often I think of her.
C.J. & self all well Have not heard from
Jim for months.

Good bye
Yr affc son
Bolling Hall Jr.
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