








Cumb  Gapd

May 29  1863th

My dear Father,
Your short note

of the 20  acknowledging receipt of the th

money & paper just received yester-
day. The paper I intend as a pres-
ent to you all so please change 
the credit of $320 you spoke of to $300.
You did not at last let me know 
the price in Montgomery. Please let me
know I am really glad to hear of 
Jim’s promotion. I hope there is no doubt 
of it. Does he take rank from the date
of the acceptance of resignation of his Lieut. 
Col.? This is his right of he knows
& claims it. He can draw pay as Capt
from that time. If he drew the pay 
of Lt for any part of the time he is still
entitled to the amt overdue. He should 
by all means claim it. I was very
uneasy by what you had told me be-
fore for if his capt had been pronounced 
competent for captaincy & yet incompetent 
to be promoted higher Jims fate would
indeed have been unfortunate. There would
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have been no chance to avoid the position
It is the law & though a case like his 
would indeed be a hard one yet the law 
I believe proper & a good one so far as 
the position of his capt. was con-
cerned. It however seems to me
that Congress might find some means 
to prevent meritorious officers being 
kept down by the incompetency of 
their superior ones.
Stubblefield’s resignation was accepted 
on the 18  of this month by the th

President. Walden will not be pro-
moted. Dillard is the next ranking 
officer & will do well. He is a good
officer, though very illiterate. Wise ranks 
next & then Crumpler. However the



probability is that I will be some 
time without a major as the 
Board of Examination will require 
several months before it finishes
its operations. It may be in the 
winter before anything is decided.
I shall see if there is not a chance 
to unite with one of the other Batt  on s

favorable terms & form a Regt. However
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this between ourselves. The position of 
Commandant of the Legion is a mere
sinecure. I should prefer my present
position by far. Thorington only is an 
intermediate post through which
orders pass & he commands nothing 
but in name. His being Brigaded
really took his command from him 
consequently I would greatly prefer get-
ting the Batt  raised to a Regt., to getting n

command of the Legion, to which I think
I will be entintled if he goes out though 
our papers have not yet been returned.

We are still at the Gap doing heavy 
picket duty. The enemy are about 
twelve or fourteen miles off at Cumb’d

Ford. I do not know what is at pres-
ent intended by our Generals. It is my
belief however that we will very
early make a diversion into K’y.
I am not certain however. Plans my be 
changed    We are very anxious about 
Mississippi.

The Brigade is now in good condition 
for fighting. We have again been out 
of meat but the General gave orders
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to each Batt  to press beef for itself & n

I have got along better. I hope to be
able to keep up hereafter.

We have been ordering some of the
worst union people about here to leave.
They were acting as spies all the time
& would have been hung long ago if 
I had had my way.



Three of my men went out to Barbours-
ville some three or four days ago to try to 
gain information of the enemy. I feel very
uneasy for fear they may be captured & 
hung as spies. They knew their duty dan-
ger however before they left.
I believe the war will necessarily be one of 
extermination before it closes. I have 
just learned that Vallandigham has come 
South. He has certainly shown more true

 spirit of liberty than the Earl of Chathamdevotion to the

did for while Chatham could remain safe
after all he did, Vallandigham risked life
liberty & property & I expect narrowly escaped 
with the former. The South should treat
him with becoming respect & friendship.
Write soon. Remember me to all the family.

Yr affc son
Bolling Hall Jr.
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