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Camp near Chattanooga Tenn
July 8" 1863

Dear Father,

I have just received yours
of the 2 inst. and hasten to reply.
Arrived here the day before yesterday even-
ing late, in the rain. It has been
one of the severest marches that
I have ever made. It rained every
day. We left Shelbyville on the 27"
ult, marched 22 miles that day and
night to Shetbyvitte Tullahoma.
Went out the next day to in line of
battle. I was surprised to find that there
though there were strong forts and batter-
ries along the line that we had no
trenches of or rifle pits, but we set to
work and soon had strong trenches
I firmly believe that we could have whipp
ed 10,000 of the enemy easily. But Rosy
didnt chose to fight. We left Tullahoma
on the 30" of June. The 2" Battalion
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arrived the day before the evacuation.
I saw Bolling, Crenshaw, & John. - Bolling
looked very much worn out - & jaded but
was in excellent spirits. C- & J- were
looking well & were in good spirits.
I also saw them on the march
at Alisonia. After that we
separated. I marched the whole trip
to Chattanooga, they went to Bridge
port and took the care for this
place and then for Knoxville.
I stood the march finely & with the ex-
ception of a cold I am in good health.
You wrote that I might expect you in
a few days. If he can get a position
elsewhere he had better accept it, for
it is very doubtful whether I can secure
him a ©™™°" position here. But [ am
can get him some position to keep
him out of the ranks. I suppose
you are acquainted with Rufus
Cobb a lawyer of Shelby County, and
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a Breckenridge “elector” in the last
Presidential Campaign. He went out
in the 10" Ala Reg’t to Va. as capt
in 1861. - afterwards resigned - and joined
John T. Morgans Cavalry Reg’t as a private.
He has been elected a Lt. in our Reg’t
and we are making endeavors to
get him in as our Quartermaster to
rank as Captain. He is a fine man
and good friend to me. If he gets
this position (and I have no dougt
that he will) he has a right to se-
lect any one that he chooses for
his quartermaster sergeant and
offers to take Tom until I can
find some position for him.
I have heard Tom express a preference
for this position, and I am sure that
he will get on admirably in
the Reg’t. I do not like to ask
officers to have him elected in their
companies before they have seen
[page 4]
or known him. But Tom is so
much more competent than ma-
ny officers in the Reg’t that I am
sure he will soon be able to get a
position. So if t he can get a po-
sition m elsewhere he had better
do it. But if not he had
better come on immediately.
[ am can keep him out of the
ranks anyhow, and feel certain
that I can get him a commis-
sion some time. But he may
get here, before you receive this
I heard yesterday that Walter Jackson
was in Chattanooga and I went
down immediately to see him
and to try and hire the negro that
you wrote of. But I did not see
him for he was not in town. I
cant go to town today but I have
sent word to him to come out



and see me. If I fail in getting
[page 5]
this negro. I will write again immedi-
ately and must beg of you to use
every endeavor to hire one for me.
I have lost nearly every thing I had
on this march and have been
without rations for 2 days at a time
because I had no servant. [ will
pay as high as $100 per year, rather than be
without one. Lt Myrick tells me that
in the course of 2 or 3 months he can get
a negro cheap. Therefore I would pre-
fer not to hire for more than three
months. But will take one on al-
most any terms.
July 9™
Since writing the above Walter
Jackson has visited camp and reques-
ted me to go to town with & we
would hunt up the boy. After
diligent search we found the boy
in a negro cabin where he had
been left by Lt Jones to whom
[page 6]

he had been hired. He was very ill, &
had been for six weeks. Jones had
been claiming him as his negro. Dr J-
was very tre angry. He had intended
to let me have the boy but found
him so ill that he will not be
fit for anything for two months, so
concluded to take him home. I will
now have to depend on you for en-
tirely. I saw Ed Crenshaw in town
yesterday, also he is a capt in the 9™ Ala
Battalion, also Milton Brown in a hospital
wounded in the knee. Walter J- speaks
of returning to day but does not know
whether he can take Milton yet.
Tell Tom to bring something good to eat
when he comes. Give my love to
all the children. I write again
soon. Farewell,

Your affec son

Jas A Hall
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