
















Camp near Knoxville
Dear Father July 18  1863th

It has been a long time
since I received a letter from home. The
last being before we left Cumb  Gap.d

I suppose you must have directed
your letters wrongly which is the only
way that we can account for your
long silence. Direct to Knoxville
hereafter. I believe it is best to direct
to Knoxville even when we are at 
Cumb  Gap or other portions of East Ten.d

for I have noticed that letters thus directed
reach us more spedily than any others.
We are still encamped here at Knoxville
in the woods but no other part of the 
command is present except my Batt & the 
43 Ala Regt. Gen Gracie is himself with us. 
You seem to have all been under the 
impression that I have had command of the 
Legion but I have not - nor would I desire 
it. My Batt has no Field Off but myself
& if I leave it for 12 hrs. everything goes wrong.
My reputation depends on the discipline & 
drill of the 2  Batt. & a temporary command of nd

the Legion (which is really a nominal one any how
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as long as it is Brigaded) would give me no repu-
tation whatever. Just image how much 
reputation I would sitting down with Jim Gilmergain 

& whenever any order came from Gen Gracie or 
even above him, ordering Gilmer to copy & 
distribute to the several Battalions - This would
be about all my task & duty. Of course
under such circumstances although Col. 
Thorington was detailed on a court martial
he still had time to order Gilmer to 
distribute the orders. Last winter I was 
on a court martial myself & never once con-
sidered myself out of command of my Batt
except while actually siting in court. I 
signed all papers & kept command & attended all 
duties when present. I had the right to 
have refused to do all this but knew 
that I would attend to it better than
any one under me so I did it.
Col Thorington tried to get me to relieve
him from his immense (?) labors but 
I persuaded him that he could cer-
tainly perform them himself & at-



tend court too & telling him that I 
had done the same last winter he 
was finally pursuaded to let me off.

If Tom has no position in the army
already & no prospect of one he had per-
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haps better come up here. I think there
is a very good chance in some of 
my companies. It is true that there
is an objection to his being with 
me & my taking a strong part 
for him as this will call down
remarks & then as C. & J. are already 
here there might be a point made
that I was taking too much pains
to get brothers into positions & not
doing what I can for the good of 
the service. However if he cannot 
get a position down there send him
here without any regard to the above. 

I know he will make a good officer.
He has all the requisites & I would fear
nothing on that score. Six or seven 
of my officers have been suspended
for incompetency by the Board of Exami-
nation & they are only awaiting the 
action of the War Dept to be finally 
dropped from the muster rolls.
How the vacancies can be creditably 
filled I know not as there are non
here competent to the positions

Capt. Walden, & Stewart (Aaron G.) are 
among those who went overboard.
If Tom comes the sooner the better
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Nothing must be said of all this 
out of the family. If Tom comes at all no 
hint whatever must escape that he expects
anything to be done for him but he must
simply come as expecting to join my 
Battalion & take his chances with the 
other men. If I did not know him 
fully competent I should never do the least
thing to get him into position for I would
not believe it right - Most of all Col. Wm

B. Hall must hear nothing of this.
I saw Dr Jackson in Chattanooga.

The Advertizers statements respecting Bragg
are all false. The retreat was one of the best
conducted ever made - nothing lost & almost 



no men at all. My being in the rear ena-
bles me to be a competent judge of this. 
Of course our command had a harder time
by far than the balance of the army for 
two reasons In the first place we had no 
cooking utensils & suffered greatly on that account
for something to eat - You see we had very short
time when the retreat commenced to cook up & of 
course without a single oven or frying pan in the 
command the men (even badly as it was done) got 
very little of anything cooked) - Therefore we
suffered for want of provisions greatly 
In the next place we brought up the 
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up the rear of the retreating army 
in other words covered the retreat
& this is itself always considered by 
far the heaviest duty. Now with 
all these disadvantages the Yankees only
caught two of my men out of 360.
You see this is a small proportion

I do not believe the army so badly
demoralized as the Advertizer would have 
us think. The Advertizer acts very badly 
in this matter & is losing ground very 
fast. Every one says that it is persecu-
ting Bragg merely because the Editor hates
him & that the Editor would willingly 
see a disaster, to ruin Bragg. It is also 
said that Shorter went into Braggs
army once as a correspondent & was
ordered off immediately together with 
all other correspondents which is the 
cause of his hatred to the General - 
You would be surprised to go into 
Braggs army to find really how much 
his men like him, & the confidence
they have in his ability even sur-
passes their friendship for him. I cer-
tainly was surprised after reading the papers
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There is one very remarkable fact
which is, that as a general rule 
the best officers of his army like
him while the poorest ones dislike
him. Whenever you find an officer
who never attends to his duty or who 
is incompetent he abuses Bragg.
I found this a very good rule to judge the
qualifications of Braggs officers by.



Tell Tom that McIntyre’s resigna-
tion has been accepted Jno. Henley is Capt
& Wallace Screws a Lieut.

It was a great disappointment to my 
mess that they were not allowed to 
fight at Tullahoma. They have shown 
a very patriotic spirit during all
their late hardships & have done
so well as to elicit universal praises.
I know of no command that behaves 
itself as well in East Tenn. & certainly
I saw none that equaled it at all in 
Braggs army in discipline or drill, though 
I had small opportunity of observing the 
drill of his army.

Of course we all feel badly about 
the bad news but still have every con-
fidence in ultimate success. C. J. & self
well. Write soon Yrs &c

B Hall Jr
[page 7]

P.S. I am told that the people have been 
presing you very hard to become a candidate
for public positions. If so perhaps I 
had better let you know something of a 
matter which has caused me some 
anxiety & trouble. There is a secret
society in Coosa County which is traitorous
in its designs. It was brought into my 
Batt but by hard effort I have stopped
it & I feel confident is dropped here.
Whether it extended to Autauga Co or not
I am unable to say. Certainly many mem-
bers of Wise’s Co were in it though they 
were all initiated here. I arrested many 
of the prominent members & separated 
them & carried before Gen Gracie separated
them & upon their oath we examined 
them closely - The facts elicted were 
these That it existed in Coosa Co.
Lewis Parsons supposed to be a 
member by the members. Stubblefield also 
& thought that Walden knew all about 
it though he was smart enough to 
keep out of it here. They were hos-
tile to “Lincoln & the abolitionists but 
desired to restore to Union as it was 
under Jefferson”           The conclusion 
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I drew was that it was originated by 



politicians of Coosa & Talladega for electioneer-
ing purposes - The oaths & pledges proved
it was never intended for the army.
The men were ignorant dupes & never
understood until I explained to those
examined the position they occupied.
It was all reported to Gen Johnston & 
Gen Gracie wrote to Gov Shorter respect-
ing it. Our investigation of it was all 
secret & we made the men swear not 
to speak of it except to us. Nothing is 
known of it to outsiders.

Capt Wise told me Green Barbour talked to 
him about getting you to run against Capt
Davis & that Barbour remarked that as “Davis 
& his party had brought on the war let them
fight it out” This made Wise mad & he told 
Barbour that “he preferred you to any other man
but if they made an issue of that sort he 
would vote against you if he was at home”
He at the same time told B. that “he was
placing you in a wrong position” Wise said
he intended telling you of it but some 
one interrupted him but he desired me 
to write to you about it as he knew you 
would be opposed to your friends placing 
wrong again as he said they did before. 
Wise is a good & honest friend of yours 
& has good judgement about his. I hope you 
will notice this closely & not allow these men 
to injure you thus. Burn this sheet immediate, as
[written along the left side of page 8]
I wish no record of a thing so disgraceful to our state to 
remain. Yr affc son Bolling Hall Jr.
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