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Camp 12 miles from Chatanooga
August 6m 1863

Dear father,

We have been on the march so much
lately that I have had no chance to write.
I have forgotten where we were when I last
wrote, but think we were at London. Almost
the whole of East Tennessee is now in the possess-
ion of the Yankees. Brownlow made a speech
in Knoxville a few days since I understand
We have not heard from home in several weeks
Hope all are well. I have never seen a dustier
time in my life. The dust is ankle deep all
along in the roads over which we have
marched The weather has been comparatively
cool lately, today & yesterday have been the
warmest we have had in some time. The
health of our men is very good. Have some-
-thing over four hundred aggregate present
more than any other Batn has present. It
is the general impression now, that we are
evacuating East Tenn. & that we will be

[page 2]

somewhere in Georgia soon. We seem to be very
deliberate in making whatever move, we are
making. We got to this place last night. It
is now about three oclock in the evening of
Sunday. We are camped in an old field
with no shelter from the sun. The sun is
very hot some air is stirring which would
make it cool if we had shade. Our men
are in fine spirits and eager for a fight
Dont like the idea of leaving E. Tenn
Will probably discourage them very much
There is no telling where we will stop. I am not
discouraged. Feel confident of our success. Only
wish every man in the Confederacy had as
much confidence in our Chief Magistrate &
Officers of the Army as myself. The Yankees
may push into Georgia & Alabama. But then
we are not whipped, unless we are untrue to
ourselves. | fear some of the citizens at home
are not acting as southerners should. Why
should they be whipped, while the soldiers who
are between them & all danger yet, are in
fine spirits & not dreaming of yielding the



contest? Patriotism is certainly wanting.
Many are patriotic & generous to the country.
We have just finished our muster rolls which
[page 3]

all ways give us enough trouble while in camp
much less on a march. We are obliged always
to make them out & be mustered on the last
day of every other month, whether on march
or in camp. I think we will leave this
place probably tomorrow morning early
I think to go in the Direction of Chatanoog.
I hope I shall see Jim & Tom there E D.
Crenshaw & Ab Goodwyn have been in a few
miles of us once or twice, but being on the
march & having very strict orders about
leaving camp, we could not get to see
them. Capt Walden & the other officers of our
Batn, who were suspended by Gen’l Buck-
ner. Have by him been reinstated. I think
it very probable, that the war Dept
will never act upon their cases. If not there
is no use of having examinig boards
Capt Wises health I think has improved lately
I must close as our Company has to go on picket
this evening. I dont know where to tell you
to direct letters. I have no idea when I can
send this but shall the first opportunity
Good bye. Love to Laura Carrie & the Children

Yours Affct &c

J E Hall
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