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Camp near Strawberry Plains
August 17" 1863

My dear father
I have not had a chance to write
home in three or four days. Bolling received a
letter from you day before yesterday & one from
Uncle William Hall yesterday. We received
letters from Tom also lately. He and Jim were
getting along finely.
Camp near London Tenn
August 27" 1863
Dear father
You see from dates that it has
been some time since I first started
this letter. I was interrupted before
finishing this at Strawberry Plains, & we
have been moving nearly ever since
We have done some very hard march-
ing lately. It is the general impress-
ion here, that we are going to evacuate
East Tenn - for a while at least
All of the troops, except, what few are
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in Cumberland Gap are here. Dr Leonard
(a surgeon on duty with the Legion) came
from the Gap yesterday and says there
are three regiments & twelve pieces of
artillery there. He said he saw a dispatch
to Gen’l Frazier (commander at the Gap)
from Genl. Buckner telling him to
move all of his commissary stores
and every thing up in the Gap, to see
that water was convenient, have a
good supply on hand, and to hold the
Gap to the last extremity. The impress-
ion here is, that we will leave that force
in the Gap, whose duty is to hold the
Gap until we help Bragg out with
his fight. Then we can come back
here and very easily run the Yankees
out of East Tenn. But if we let
them get into Cumberland Gap
we can never get them out again
All the other Gaps along the moun-
tain have been evacuated. We may
not fall back any further than here
Gen’l. Bragg now commands the whole
Dept of Tennessee. Gen’l Buckner
commands a corpse. I think the
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Battalions will soon be consolidated into
regiments Ours & the fourth I think will
go together. Bolling Col. McClendon
Lt Col. Cook Maj. And the first &
third with Sanford Col. Holt Lt Col.
Troy Man. I am very well pleased with
all except with Cook as our Major
I wish they would make haste & consol-
idate the Battalions. I much prefer being
in a regiment. Col. Thorington, I
understand will either be made pres-
ident of some court martial or
commander of some post. In looking
over the Advertizer a few days since
I saw a letter advertized for
T. B. Hall which I think must have
been for Tom. I thought I should
mention it so that you could inquire
at the office for it. If you had not
already done so. I had to leave my
trunk with two blankets & some
other things in it, out in the country
near Knoxville last summer. The
trunk is worth nothing, but the
blanket will be valuable this win-
ter. I wrote to the lady (yesterday)
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with whom I left the trunk to express
it to you at Montgomery, for the charges
to be paid by you at Montgomery
I wish if it comes you would get it
for me. I shall need the blankets this
winter. The gray uniform cloth I sent
you last summer you can use, if you
have not already done it, as [ have
cloth here to make me pants and
a coat, enough for winter I reckon
if I loose nothing in the marches
Direct letters to London Tenn
We are all well. Write soon. I hope
Frank is well before this Good bye
Yours Affectly &c
J E Hall
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