




   Camp near Chattanooga 
    Aug 29th 1863. 
 My dear Father 
   Although nothing of  
importance has occurred since Tom &  
myself wrote you last, and though Tom  
has written to you since I think it well 
enough to write again as naturally you  
will be anxious about us. Indeed I  
fear that you are far nearer uneasy 
than there is necessity for as I know  
that the mails home have been delayed and my 
letters did not reach you in due time. 
I also heard from our Surgeon who 
reached us last night and came through 
Montgomery that it was believed by 
every one there and every where that 
Chattanooga had been evacuated. Indeed 
it has been evacuated by speculators and 
citizens. It is an empty, dismal place but 
the river banks are still lived by our bat- 
terries and our Sharpshooters. We still hold 
the town. The enemy have only cavalry 
and artillery on the other side. I do not 
think nor does any one else that Rodes will 
attempt to cross here. Every thing points 
to his crossing above but where is not  
known. Notwithstanding the fact that the 
enemy fire on our batteries from theirs 
and our Sharpshooters, from theirs almost 
every day and sometimes all day, we are 
here quietly in camp, doing our regular 
duties as if we did not expect soon to  
meet the enemy in the most deadly strug 
gle that has been on the continent 
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Even while I write I can hear the booming 
of the cannon 5 miles distant at Chatta- 
nooga. No one seems to pay the slightest  
attention to it. If you were here you  
would probably think the soldiers were deaf 
such is the stolid indifference of a 2 years 
soldier unless to danger not confronting  
him immediately and directly. If there 
be one man hung in camp it is something 
unusual and there will be more ex- 



citement over him than over a hundred 
slain in battle. 
I do not know the exact position of the  
army. Polks corps is at Chattanooga and vicin- 
ity. Hill’s corps is above Chattanooga I think 
some 10 or 12 miles. Our army is quietly  
waiting the developments of the enemy.  
We expect large reinforcements from  
Mississippi, enough to insure us a victory  
over the enemy. There was a counsel of  
all the generals of Braggs army a few days since 
Gen’l Manigault says it was there 
determined and Gen Bragg said he 
wanted all his troops to know it , that we  
were to fight the enemy, and Gen. Bragg said  
that we might have not have some march- 
ing to do which might lead us to believe that 
we were retreating, that the battle might 
not be fought at Chattanooga. But that 
it would be fought some where on the  
Tennessee. I feel perfectly confident. The people 
will have be under obligations to Bragg & Braggs 
army for their preservation yet. All well. Please  

      write often.           Your Affec Son 
    James A Hall 
    
. 
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