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Camp near Cumberland Gap.
Sept. 9™ 1862

My dear father

We are still here without having
done any thing since our arrival. It is thought
that the enemy are evacuating the Gap
Whether there is any reality in this or not
I do not know. Our picket posts have been
advanced a half a mile since I was last
on duty before yesterday. I came in from
picket duty yesterday. Our company
being large was given the advance post
which is almost right at the mouth of
the Gap & in a strip of woods in the
middle of corn fields. From our posts
we could see into the Gap & see every thing
that was going on. I think we will
be in possession of the Gap in two or three
days. We have not yet heard any particulars
of either of the fights in Va. or Kentucky
The last news we had was that McClellan
was killed. Pope & several others wounded
Alexandria taken, &c. &c. We have
heard so much that I can hardly believe
any thing. The flag of truce is passing back-
ward & forward from the Gap to our side
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two or three times daily. Of course no one
knows what this means. (Except comman-
-ding officers). We hear no news. Our camps are
very dull. Health of the men somewhat
improved. Bollings, Crenshaws, & mine
splendid. Every thing goes on with us
smoothly. Ours is the only satisfied Batt.
in the Legion. We have more men for
duty than any of the others although
col. Thorington has one more company
than we have. I wrote to Sister & Laura both
not three days ago. We hardly ever hear
from home We get more letters from you
than all the rest of the family together
As Capt William is leaving I must close
to send this off. Good bye. Write soon
Your Affc’t Son
Jno E Hall
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