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Mulberry PO Febr 2" / 62

Maj Hall
Dr Sir

I regret that you have
been disappointed with regard to your
shoes, but it has been unavoidable by
me. Our workman which filled all
orders for fine work was contrary to a
contract made with his owner taken
from us before the expiration of the term
for which we hired and consequently
many of our orders were forced to be
delayed. Since then Mr Dickinson
has been sick and a farther delay occa
sioned On the 16™ of this month
I have to be in Montgomery where I
will certainly bring your shoes with
me unless unavoidably prevented
I regretted the disappointment but
it has by no means been owing to any
neglect of mine

In regard to our nation
al affairs, they certainly are hopeful

[page 2]
and from present indications one
would be led to believe that we could
not be afflicted with a protracted
war. I dread the influence that
verry favorable propositions for peace
from the conservative party of the
north upon the basis of reconstruc=
tion might have upon us, I fear
that such divissions thereby might
be produced among us as will bring
about a union with free states
that would in the course of time
produce the same results that are
now afflicting us.
Peace is truly desirable but a perm
anent peace 1s if to be more difficult
in procuring. Should be insisted upon
and no terms submitted too that
would incorporate an element hostile
to our future quiet an security

Owing to pressing engagement, I cannot
write more Will Spend a night with
you when I come to Montgomery, Yours &&C
Leonidas Howard
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