




Near Knoxville Aug 9  1862th

Dear Father,
We reached this place 3 days ago. We were

ordered to report to London but on arriving there
were sent on here; a great misfortune for us as we
anticipated the pleasure of a visit to Nashville soon.
That however is entirely out of our line of march
now - tomorrow we leave for Maynardville 20 
miles on the road to Cumberland Gap where there
has been some skirmishing lately.
We march without tents by order & without knapsacs
from necessity - we would be satisfied if only knap
sacks were furnished. They were offered at Chatta-
nooga but Col Thorington & Bolling condemned them 
as unsuitable so we are to march without.
Sanfords Batt. is equipped well in this respect.
Not even Field officers are allowed tents and 
very little baggage. I send to day by express
my own & Jnos trunks marked Bolling Hall
I argued with you & Bolling both that we would
be forced to this but you both insisted on my
bringing my trunk. Well I am getting off easy
if I can get it safe at home.
All hands are expressing home who have any thing 
worth the trouble. Nearly every man has a trunk
We are allowed 3 four horse waggons, but will
have to haul all our provision,
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cooking utensils and surg. medical department 
so will have but little room left. I wish we were 
going any other direction. The health of our men 
would improve fast if we could stay here a few
days. - it is much healthier than Chattanooga.
We have about 425 men along with us but will 
have to leave a large number here, if we leave tomorrow. 
There are no troops here scarcely and but 8 or 10,000
at London I suppose they must all be at Bridge
port & Chattanooga Bragg I hear has established
Head Quarters at Bridge-port.
We spent part of the night we left Chattanooga with 
Cousin Augustus Holt. He treated us with a good
deal kindness and promised to look out for Jim 
and Tom, whenever they reach there.
Col Hilliard is not with us - have left us - 
with Fowler, Somerville & his ordnance officer



all going to Montgomery.
The Col will be wofully mortified when he gets
here I ask Thorington has allowed Smiths Legion 
to get away from us so Hilliards Brigade 
is “Busted.” I understand Sanford telegraphed
D  James that his office would be vacant if her

did not get here by the 12  instant.th

Major “Stubb” is doing fine but making no kind of 
officer he says he is going to look up some 
good brother mason to take charge of his baggage
until he can send forward it. I must close
as I am for town soon Y  Crenshaw Hallrs
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