












Camp near Shelbyville Tenn.
Jan 11  1862th

My Dear Bettie
Here I am again 

in camp at this place after a hard
march to Allasonia some Thirty 
miles south of this place and back
again through the rain and over the 
worst road you ever saw. It
seems that there was some mistake
in the order that was received from 
Head Quarters and instead of stopping
at Shelbyville we kept on to Allasonia 
and the consequence was we had to march
back again. I wrote you from this 
place four days giving you a short and 
hurried account of the battle at Murfreesboro 
on the 30  Dec . Doubtless by this timeth r

you have seen a full discription of it 
in the papers. It was certainly a great
victory. The Federal force numbered 
Seventy two Thousand, while ours
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numbered only Thirty Three Thousand
effective men. Northern papers that 
I have seen since the fight admit a
loss of Thirty Thousand in killed, wounded,
and prisoners. Our loss is between Six 
and Eight Thousand. I passed Col Talburts
Regiment on the road day before yesterday
It was going to Tullahoma. It was in 
the fight and suffered severely. Lieut
Hardaway was killed, Jim, Ira and 
Sibley escaped uninjured. I did not
see either of them as they were behind
with the wagons. For the last fifteen 
days we have had a very hard time 
of it. We have scarcely had time to 
wash our faces. We were out on the 
battle field seven days during that 
time. This morning I took a good
wash all over and put on clean clothes
and I feel like a new man. I 
dont think that I ever was as dirty
in my life. Most of the men lost



[page 3]
all their clothes during the fight
Men are always certain to throw away
their knapsacks if they have them 
on during a fight. Our Regiment
took of their knapsacks and piled 
them up in the woods before they went 
into the fight, but when the enemy 
were driven back the knapsacks were 
left behind and all robed or stolen
by men belonging to other Regiments
I regret it very much as the men 
had all just received new clothing 
from home, and it will be impossable
for them to get a new supply soon.
I unfortunately had my hat burned
up a few nights ago. A coal of fire
poped out on it while we were all
asleep and before I found it out, it 
was half burned up. I now have 
nothing to wear of my own. I 
borried a cap from Hoodenpyle which
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I have been wearing since. [–]
now is well and so are all the 
Boys that you know. Captain 
McCracken arrived this morning from 
home. I am sorry that he did not 
go by to see you. He says that he 
gave my letter to you to [–] [–]
to carry to you. I hope that it was 
delivered safely as it contained $450 - 
I have written a dozen letters since I 
had any from you. The last I had was
sent by Mr Story. I wrote you that my 
Boots & Pants were Stolen and that my 
horse had died. I bought another a 
few days before the fight. I had to give
$250. Mr Hoodenpyle has just received
a furlough to go home and I shall
send this letter by him. He has promised 
me that he would go by to see you and 
give you all the news we have here. I 
want you to send me a pair of Pants
by him. I have but one pair and 
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they are wearing out. I think it very doubtful whether
whether I can get a furlough to go home or not
I dont know how long we will remain at this 
place, but the probability is that we will be here
some time. You must direct your letters to
me at this place. I hope that you and the 
dear children are well. Oh! that this cruel
war would come to an end and the bright
morning of peace smile upon our land again
Remember me to your Pa & Mother and all
the family. Tell the dear children Howdy and
give them mama’s kiss for Pa    May God in 
mercy bless you my dearest one - Good Bye

Your devoted Husband
Newton

[Written across page 1]
When you see Bro Lyles ask him if he 
received my letter written about a 
month ago. Tell him that I am 
waiting anxiously to hear from him
[Written along the bottom of pages 2 and 3]
Direct your letters to me in 4  Brigade. th

Withers’ Division. Shelbyville Tenn:

[page 5]
If you have any old Quilt that you 
can spare I would like for you to send 
me one. I have nothing but that pair of 
brown Blankets that your mother gave me that
belonged to Purse. They are not sufficient
to keep me warm these cold nights when
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we have to lye down on the ground. One night
I had to spend sitting up by the fire. It 
rained so hard that I could not lye down 
without getting into a puddle of water, and I 
set up all night by the fire and tooke the 
rain. We have had no tents now for 
about seventeen days - 

Newton
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