




Camp Near Tupelo, June 9th, 1862.

My' Dear Bettie:

I wrote you from ne8.r Boonville about a week ago and I know
thRt you will be disappointed in not hearing from me the second
time 800ner but it has been impOAsible for me to rite ~ooner.

Our Regiment W?S sent out on Picket duty the day after I arrived·
at camp and remaining for several days and hile we were out the
Army fell back from Boonville to where we are now and e had t 0
days hard marching to do to overtake it. We marched 37 miles in
36 hours. Our Regiment and the 18th Ala. 'were on Picket duty togather.
We were at a little village c&lled Blackland. On Thursday while
there we were attacked by 2,000 or 2500 hundred Feneral Cavalry.
The attack was made in the evening by the enemy driving in our
Cavalry pickets which fell back upon us. As sonn as they came in
sight Gen. Chalmers who was in command of our infantry ordered us to
change there which wps done and they were driven back about a mile
Rnd a half across a bridge over a large creek which they took the
precautio n to te9r up as 800n ?.8 they croRsed over to prevent Us
frbm persuing them. There waS no one killed or wounded in our
regiment. n1e 18th Ala. had 4 wounded. n18 Cavalry had 1 killed
"lnd severa.l wounded. The Artillery had severa.l wounded. We had
1 killed and 15 wounded in all. It NqS impossible to tell the 10SB
of the enemy as they cerried their kille~an~ wounded to the rear
in their-ambulances as fast as they fell. The citizens in the
neighborhood who lived on the road by which they retreated say that
their 1088 was bet~een 50 and 60. It must have been considerable
as our artillery ~as throwing shells amongst them all the time they
were crossing the BridgF.. I h.'Hl the good luck or bEld luck whichever
you may choose to call it not to be in the fight. I WRS sent out
qbout wwo hours before the fight co~nenced to post some out post
pickets about a mile in advance of our position and had it not bAen
for 80me of our CElvalry Pickets who had been driven 1n meetin~ me in
the woods I should probRbly have gotten into danger as I had or~ers

to post my last Picket at the Brid~e over which thR Yankeys crosRed
end was not more than a half mile from the Bridge when they crossed
it. Newt was not with UR. He WAR too unwell to go with the ReO"iment
out on Picket duty and WAS left with the wagons. I did not see h1m
acv;ain until last night when we overtook them. He hEls (Sotten well.
We have a hard life to live here I aSFure you, but I stRnd it very
well. I have not slept in a tent since I came here. We sleep on
the ground under the trees. I have given you all the news I have
time to do at present. TheMail Carrier is hurrying me. Will write
you as soon as we get a settled camp. Kiss the Dear Children for me.
May God Bless You My Dearest One.

Your Devoted Husband,
N. N. rmvis.
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