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Camp Near Tupelo, June 25th, 1862.
¥y Dear Bettle:

Ae I have a leigure hour thie morning I have concluded %o
spend 1t in writing you a short letter as it may be several days
before I have anonther opportunity. We wlll have to move our camp
in & day or two and when we do I shall be kept busy for some few
days in attending to the arrangement of tents and every thing else
necessary. I regret very much to have to move as we may not get
ae good water at our new camp as we have here. The oblection to
our present location 1e that the Regiments are too much crowded
they think for health. It is only a mile to the place where we
intend moving. We have men cleaning off the ground and digging
wella. It is very warm, dry and dusty. The dust sometimes be-
comee 8o thick, that it is almost indurable, Yesterday our Brigade
ordered out for review by General Wethers. It presented a fine
appearance when drawn up in line across an old fileld. Our Brigade
ls compoeed of five Regiments.- The 24th, 2let, 18th, and 17th
Ala. and the 6th CGeorgla, and Burtwells Battery of Artillery. Ool.
Buck has gone to Moblle:. He has been unwell for some time before
he left. I encloee you a communication taken from a Mobile paper
which Col. Buek had publighed in his defense againet a slanderous
report which wae in circulation in regard to the fight our Regiment
had at Blackland. I undergtood that the same report wae in circulation
about Columbus snd may perhape have reached you. It would require
a long time to write you a full explenation of the origin of the
report, but suffice it to say that iw as nothing but the fabrication
of a vile, mallecious, slanderous tongue without any shadow of
foundation whatever. The report was that he was arreasted for
"gowardice and unegnlderly conduct in the precence of the enemy.

I saw Mr. Jett on last Bunday. I was on duty at the time and had
only a few minutes conversation with him. He waes looking well.
Jenkinsg ceme to esee me on yesterday. He hae been discharged from
the gervice. He says thst he 1s going to Tenn. He informed me
that you had sent my Saddle Bapgs by Hlllery Portwood. I shall be
very glad when I get them. If we are ordered away before I get
them % shall have nothing to carry my clothes in. I have turned
over my trunk to the Quarter Master with my clothes in 1t. If
Portwood left home when Jenkins esys he did, he ought to have been
here before this, I hope he will be here before many days.

Jenkins informed me that Billy and Joe had both reached home
gaafely. I was very uneasy about them. Bllly especially as he wss
very sick when he left here. Bllly had five dollars which I gave
him with instructions to give 1t to you when he resched home, or
at least all that he did not uee. If he has not given it to you
get 1t from him., Your Brother Newt 18 well. He has gone to the
Creek to wash hie clothes. The Washer Women have all been sent
away and consequently the men have to do thier own washing. I
learned a few days ago that Capt. McCracken was desd. I was truly
gorry to hear 1t. It will certainly be 2 great loss to the Company.
He died of Tiford Fever at Mr. Snelle. I recelved az letter yesterday
from Lieut. Dunlap'e Sister. 8he informs me that he 18 very sick
with Camp Fever. It will be sometime before he is able to return.

I feer that you are suffering for rain. It has not rsined enough

to lay the dust since I came up. The crops are beginning to suffer
very much snd if 1t does not rain soon, the corn erop in this section
of country will be sorry.
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It 1e g0 very warm and dusty that I feel unpleasant =211 the time.
I cannot keep a shirt clean for one hour. I go to the Opeek and
take a bath, but I soon become a8 dirty as ever. If it has been
as dry at home as 1t has here I know that the crop must be sorry.

How are my dear 1little Hammie and Willle and the sweet 1ittle
Babe, I feel Just as anxious to see you all again as I dld before
I went home in April and I pray God that our separation may not be
as long &x thie time as 1t wae before. I should be miserable if
I thought so. I can't tell how long we will remain here. One
Divieion has been sent to Holly Springs. It 1s still reported
that our Division will go to Mobile. I believe that I should prefer

going there to remaining here. Msy Kind Heaven Bless and Protect (=in. Wil Tw
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