








Camp Near Tupelo, June 25th, 1862.

ldy Dear Bet;;1e:

As I have a lelpure hour thiR morn1n~ I hRve concluded to
spend it in writing you a short letter 88 it mBY be eevp.r8l daye
before t h~ve another opportunity. We will h~ve to move our camp
in a day or two and when we do I shall be kept buey tor eorne few
days in attending to the arrangement of tents and every thing elee
neceeeary. I regret very much to have to move ae we may not get
ae good water at our new camp a8 we have here. The obJeotion to
our present location is that the Regimeote are too muoh orowded
they th1nk for heal tho It 18 only a mile to the place where we
intend moving. We have men cleaning off the ground and digging
weUe. It ie very warm, dry and .uety. The duet sometimes be-
comee eo thick, that it ie almost indurable. YesterdaY our Brigade
ordered out for review by General Wethers. It presented a tine
appearance when drawn up in l1ne Beroes an old field. Our Brigade
is oompoeed of five Regiments., The 24th, 2let, 18th, and 17th
Ala. and the eth Georgia, and Burtwells Battery of Artillery. Col.
Buok has gons to Uobile. He has been unwell tor some time before
he lett. I enclose you a oommunication taken from a Wobile paper
whioh Col. Buck baa published in his defense against a slanderous
report which W8e in oiroulation In regard to the f1ght our Regiment
had at Blackland. I understood that the same report was in oirculation
about Columbus and may perh8p8 have reached you. It would require
a loni!"' time to wri te you a tull explanation of the origin of the
report, but suttlce It to eay that lw 8e nothing but the fabrioation
at 8 viI, malloious, 8lAndp.roue tongue without any shadow of
foundation whatever. The report was thst he was arrested tor
"oowardice and un8ol~prly conduot in the presence of the enemy.
I SaW Mr. Jett on last Bunday. I was on duty at the time snd had
only a few minutea conversation with him. He was looking well.
Jenkins oame to eee me on yesterday. He has been d1schp.rged frOM
the service. He says th§t he is going to Tenn. He intormed me
that you had sent my Saddle Bags by Hillery Portwood. I shall be
very glad when I get them. If we are ordered away. before I get
them I shall have nothing to oarry my olothes in. I have turned
over my trunk to the Quarter Master with my olothp~ in it. If
Portwood lett home when Jpnkins eays he did, he ought to have been
here before thls, I hope he wll1 be here before many daye.

Jenkins informed me th~t Blily and Joe h'd both re~ched home
safely. I was very uneaAy about them. Billy eApeclally AS he wss
very sick when he lett here. Billy had five dollprs which I gRve
him with instructions to glve it to you when he reAched home, or
at least all that he did not use. It he has not given it to you
get it from hlm. Your Brother Newt 18 welL He has gone to the
Creek to waah hie clothes. The WRsher Warnen have all bpsn sent
aWflY and consequently the men have to do thier own washing. I
leArned a tew days ago that Capt. YcCr~cken "~s deed. I w~a truly
sorry to hear it. It will certalnly be A ~reat 10aR to thp Comp~ny.

He died of Titord Fever at Wr. Snel1s. I received 8 lettpr yeeter~y

from Lleut. Dunlap's Sister. She informs me thAt he is very slck
wi th Oamp Fever. I t will be eometime before he ie able to return.
I tear thAt you ere sutfering for rain. It has not ralned enough
to lay the dus t slnce I o~me up. The oropl.'l are beginning to sutfer
very much and if it does not rain stlOn, the CQrn crop in this section
of COU" try will be sorry.

".
Page 2:

It 1s so very wa~ and duety thAt I feel unpleaepnt all the time.
I cannot keep a shirt clefUl for one hour. I go to the Otleelt and
take a bath, but I soon beoome ae d1rty 8S ever. If it has been
a6 dry at home 8S it has here I know that the crop must be sorry.

How are my dear llttl~ Hammie and Willie and thA sweet l1ttle
Babe. I teel Juet 8S enxious to see you all a~in 8S I did betor~
I went home in A.pril and I prftf God that our seperQt10n may not be
as long •• this time ss it WRS before. I should be m1serable if
I thought eo. t CAn't tell how long we will remain here. One
Dlv18ion has be~n sent to Holly Springs. It is IItill rt"ported
that our Dlv1Bion wl11 go to Mobile. I believe thet I should preter .\M n"..
golng there to remaining hers. Mey Kind Heaven Blees and Proteot ~~ '"
v .....
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