




Camp Near Saltll10, July 17th, 1862.

My Dear Bettle:

I w~ote you on Thursday last and a few minutes after I
hsd sent my letter to the Offlce Bl11y arrived. I WaB truly
~lad to Bee him, though I waB not expectlng him BO Boon. He tellB
me that you gave him a letter for me which he lost on the road.
He BaYB that he had the letter in his coat pocket and while
travelling on the care hiB coat fell out and it and the letter
both lost. It appears that he had taken hls coat off and was
carrylnB 1 t on his arm and while- standing on the platform of the
car (a place where he oUght not to have been) 80me one ran against
him and came very near knocking him overboard and 1n hie effort
to eave himself he lost hie coat. I regret its 1088 very much
a8 it will now probably be another long week before I shall have
the pleasure of receiving a letter from you. Col. Buok came back
the same day that Billy did and much to my rellef for I was getting
very tired acting Colonel. We have had 80me aA warm weather for
the paat few uays a8 I ever experienoed. Yesterday we had a de
lightful shower of rain and last night we had a fine rain. It was
truly refreshing after the long spell of dry dusty weather we have
had. Bev~ral tents were blown down by the wind. Luckily mine
stood .1 t and kept me perfectly dry. The a.ir this morning is cool
and pleasant and every thing looks revived since the rain.

I truly hope that you h~ve been blesped wi~h a rain at home
before this time. Old Mr. Hooper informed me ~~at there had been
no rain up to the time when he left home. He came up day before
yesterday to see his son James. He gives qUite a gloomy aocount
of the crops in Pickens. The crope up here are very poor indeed.
It would look very much like starvation to look at this country in
ordinary times and what their fate will be now while the war continues
I cannot tell. What few citizens I see up here seem to be in a poor
condition so fAr as this world's goods are ooncerned though I can
only speak of the portion of the County which I he ve eeen.

I received a letter from Captain Murray a few days ago. He
stated in his letter that you were all well R.t home. He wB.nts to
get his 60n Jameft diFlcharged on account of being under age. But
it cannot be done until he serves out his twelve months. the time
for which he enlisted. Your Brother Newt is well. He want~ his
Mother to send him some shirts. He has lost all his but two and
they are ne~rly \Vorn out. I am sorry thet he did not let me know
it sooner so thpt I could hp_ve wri tten home And hl3.d them sent by
Billy, before he left. Some of his shirts were stolen from him
while at Tupelo. I don't know of any opportuni ty now for your
Mother to send them. Billy Coleman is the only person I know of
now and it will be Borne time perhaps before he will be able to
return to duty. Dotson, Murray, and the Leonard Boys are well,

There is a good deRl of sickness yet among the troops. But I
cannot see any CB.uee for it as our duties now are light oompared
to what they have been and we have as good water as can be found
any where. Billy tells me that George Norris was wounded in the
Battle at Richmond and that his Father had gone after him. I am
truly sorry to hear it.



rage 2:

I have not written to Hammie & Willie yet. Will try to do
80 before long. Papa can get nothln~ up here 1n this wilderness
country to send them. How anxiously do I walt for the time to
come ~len peace will be made and this unrighteous war brOUght to a
close, and when I shall be permitted to return with Joy to those
I hold dearest above all on the earth. God grant that it may be
soon. A Mother's kiss to all the children for PRo May ·God Blees
you my Dearest.

Your Devoted Husband,
N. N. Davis.

Tell my friend Joshua not to be impatient. I will write to him
before very long.
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