




Camp Near Saltl11o, July 24th, 1862.

My Dear Bettle:

The tlme haB come for me to wrlte you agaln and yet I
have received nothing from you. It has been three long weeks
since I had a letter from home. I fear that you must be sick
as there 1s no other cause that I can imagine that would
prevent you from wrltlns. Btll1 I hope and pray that you
are not. I try to console myself that you have written, but
your letters have falled to reach me. liMy sleeping dr-eaIns
and waking thoughts ll are of the dear loved ones at home and
the pr~Bence of a letter even. from the Belng I love, the idol
of my heart 1s always cheering. It revives my feelings, cheers
my drooplng BplrltB and conBoleB me wlth the thought that all
1s well at homa. There 1s a great stir and commotion 1n the
army here at present. The wbole army 1s moving otf Borne 1n
one direction and 8ome'in another. The Troops prlnclply are
going down the Rail Road *0 ~obile and from there by the River
to Montgomery and from thence on to Chattanooga. The Artillery
and wagons are going across the oountry, will orOBB the Tom­
bigby River somewhere above Aberdean. From five to ten thousand
troops leave every day on the cars. Oure is the Reserve Division
and will be the last to leave. It i8 said here that we are
going to Tennessee to whip out Gen. Buell En d I suppose that
must be t~ue as loan Bee no other object in going in that
dlre~lon. The report iB alBo ln clrculatlon that our Brlgade
will be left ln Mobl1e to take the place of Gen. Forney'B whlch
haB been Bent to Chattanooga. ThlB I thlnk very doubtful. We
have a good many Mobile troops in our Brigade and nothing would
pI BaBe the~ bBtter than to be left therB to aaB1Bt in defendlng
that olty and their great anxlety on the BubJeot ~~ have been
the cause of the origin at the report. Gen. Bragg'tB no respeotor
of the wlBhee and feellngB of othere when they do coinoide wlth
hla. Tlme howBver wl11 deolde all. If I had my own cholce I
belleve I Bhould prBfer Mobile aa I then could hear from home
regularly but lf I go to Tenn., there wl11 be a good deal of
uncertainty about it.

Your Brother Newt keepe well. JamBB DotBon lB very low
with Typhold Fever. ,I conBlder hlm ln a very ottt1oal condl tlon.
I wrote to hiB Pa yesterday lnformlns hlm of hlB conditlon. Tom
Leonard has been sick tor several days but it nothing serious
I thlnk yet.

We have had two fine rains slnoe I wrote you last. Every
thlng looka lnvlgorated from ltB effectB. I hope you have had
raln plen ty at home by thlB time though I fear tha t it 1B too
late to benefit the corn crop much. I understand that the corn
orop ln PlckenB lB rulned by the drouth. It lB detresBlng to
thlnk about It. How are your Papa and Mother. I bave not heard
from them in a long time. Tell your Papa not to become disheartened.
We will comB out all rlght Blde up yet. Tell Hammie & Wl1lle
howdy for Pa and glvB them all a Mother's klsB. Way God BleBB
and oomfort you all.

Your Devoted Husband,
N. N. DavlB.
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