








Maple Grove NeAr Murfreeahoro, Tenn.
Dec. 6th; 1862.

My dear Bettie:

I had Just commenced writing a le~ter yesterday evening to
Bro. Lyles when the Doctor came to see me and brought me a letter
from you. You don't know how glad I was and ho much good it did
me. I had been sitting here in my room by myself all day thinking
of you and the deRr little ones at home. I believe it did me more
good than any medicine which the Doctor could have given me. It
snowed nearly all day yesterday and I could not go out doors any.
I had to stRY in my room all the day so you must know that I was
very lonesome.. To day has cleared off very beautiful but is still
very cold and the ground is covered wi t!1 snow some toOl' three

inches deep. My health haw been improving slo ly since I wrote
you t 0 or three days ago. I think I shall be able to return to
camp in a few days more if the eather should continue good. I
am fixed up very comfortably here, but is so very lonesome that
I believe that I had rather stay in camp.

Little Newt comes to see me nearly every day. He wes here
this morning and I gave him your letter to read. He told me that
he wrote to his Papa on yesterday. I was truly Borry to hear of
Mr~ Dotson's death. It must certAinly have been a very great shock
to all his family. And they will miss him now so much the more
as all his Bans are in the Army. I had heard of Manning Brookshire's
death before. And poor John K. Portwo0d he too is gone. So uncertain
1s life. I am glad to heRr thRt you are not afraid of starving
this year even If you did make a sOl'ry crop. There is not much
danger when you have meat plenty. Tell John that he must try his
hand next year and see what he aan do. You ask me fnr adVice about
the Colt. I really don't know what to tell you unless you h~ve him
doctored & I did not want that done yet if it could be avoided.
But corn is very SCRrce & high to have to keep him up in the Btqble
all the time .. If John can only manage to keep him during the winter
when the grass begins to come up in the Spring he could be put in
the field any where and do very well without fepding. I am sorry
now th~t I did not write you at fir8t to send my clothes by Ira,
but I did not ~t thRt time know th~t hi8 Regiment would be any where
neRr us and was afreid to risk it. I don't kno' when I shall have
a chance to get them. I don't believe that Gen. Brngg intends to
let us send any person in Lieut Henry' 8 place. We made appl1cl1.tion
to him 80me three weeks ago but have not heard from it yet. I
wlU1ted to go home myself on a flick furlough but he would not gr~,nt

it unles8 the Doctor would give me a certific~te st~ting that my
disease W8S chronic & thpt I could not be cured here & then that
must be examined & Rppr~ved by a half dozen other Surgeons. I have
~iven up all hopee of getting home seon. I need some un~erRhirts
just at this particular time worse than anything else. I a~ glad
thet you got my Boots. I swaped an old pair of Kersey pants that
I~gave seventeen dollars for some time ago at Knoxville for a pair
of Boots worth now $85. They will last me some time yet. I got
two pair of Yankee- Drawers !l,t Munfordville, Ky. for nothing. They
are ootton flannel & ,ill l~st me all winter. I hope I want freeze
even if I do not get any thing from home. We are going to have
hard cold time of it up here this winter. Ther~ Are t'IO or three
cases of 6mall Pox in Murfreesboro and two in a Regiment belonging
to our Brigade the 28th Ala. It has been' taken ay off to itself
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and a guard kept around it to reve
I hope the Surgeon here will P nt any person from gOing to it
~e~tioned in your letter th8tm~~~~~et~i~~fP~t from spreading. Yo~
h U still looked badly. Poor little thi e ad entirely recovered

ad been siok. Tell her thAot Ping I never knew that ahe -
. had J;leen ao siok. Papa knows t~P~ s very l'Orry to hear that she

bad, & Papa wants to see them a, they all want to seem him very
his own gOOd time' let him come t~o" and he hopes thlt God will in
them a long time. ~ive them alIa see them all again an st Y With
the paper I have & must close. Ma sweet kiss for Pa, thiB is all
Heavehs blasslnga rest upon you iaYtlGood Angels watch over you &
Husband., s 1& prayer ot your Devoted

N. N. DaVis.
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