








Camp ~ear Shelbyville, Tenn.
Jan. 5th, 1863.

My Deer Bettie:

Since I wrote you last we have had a ~reat battle and I
feel grateful that I am able to inform you-that I am safe. On
the 29th of Dec. we left our camp and marched out two miles
beyond Murfreesboro to meet the enemy. Our line of Battle was
formed by noon and we were then ordered to rest in our position
to await their approach. The day passed off qUietly until late
in the evening when our pickets were attacked by the Yanks pickets.
Heavy firing was then kept up by both pickets all along in front
of four lines until late the next evening the 30th, when the firing
was increased on both sides to such an extent as to seem like a
general engagement had commenced. Our men all the time were lying
down on the ground to be more secure from the bullets of the enemy
which were flying thick and fast over our heads. Late in the
evening they succeeded in getting a battery in position in our
front which t~~ough shell all amongst us but fortunately but few
were hurt. When night came on the firing ceased in a gre~t measure.
We all felt confident that the next day would be the great day of
battle. We were all ordered into line at 4 o'clock on the morning
of the 31st, and there remained until day light when the firing
in our front told us that the battle had began. About 8 o'clock
our pickets were driven in when the order was given to our Regiment
and the 28th Ala. to ch~ge. The enemy was very strongly posted
behind fences in a lane about 350 yds. in our front. The 24th
marched boldly up to within 30yds of the enemy when the men were
ordered to lye down. After remaining there some minutes we ~ere

ordered, was given to fall back to our first position, it haVing
been ascertained that they were too strong for the 24th alone.
The 28th had changed in a different direction towards a Battery
which was posted on our left. They had to fall back also. A
second change was then made but with no better results. A third
was made but with no better effect. We were changing a whole
Brigade all the time. Finally the whole Brigade made a charge
together and the enemy were driven back from there position. The
advance was kept up the enemy falling back slowly until late in
the evening whey they made a stand in a dense thicket of wood
when the battle raged furiously for some time, but they were
finally driven back beyond the woods and our men then took position
in the same woods and remaining there all night. The battle fields
were covered with the dead and wounded.

{",II
I was badly hurt by a~ in making the chan e and have

been very lame ever since. '~e 24th had 82 wounded and 15 killed.
J. W. Dillard was the only one killed in my old company. Sigh
Spra~gins was slightly wound in the hand. Willie Wear wounded
in the thigh slightly. Spillan in the side slightly. Newt
escaped unhurt. Col. Burk had his thumb shot off. It is im
possible to tell how any of us escaped, shells, grape, canitor
shot and cinnie balls were as thick 9S hail. We remained in our
position for three days after the fight without bhanging our line
of battle. Neither side appeared willing to Yesterday
our whole army fell back to this olaoe, It was reoorted that the
enemy were sending a lar~e force arouna to get in our rear sO as
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to cut off communication with Chattanooga. But that I thip.k is
doubtful. Our 10 S8 in the en tire engagementis sai d to 'ce in
killed & wounded to be between 5 & 6 thousand. That of the enemy
from 10 to 20 th.ousand. Their dead on the field was 5 or 6 times
as good as ours. I saw about 70 dead Yankeys in oneplace. We
captured 41 pieces of artillery.

I have no time to any more. Col. Burk is going to Chatta
n ooga '" I am writing this to send them by him. Will wri te you
aa soon as we get to a stopping place, but don't know where that
w.ill be. Kiss the dear children for Fa. May God Bless you my
dear wife. Good Bye.

Your devoted Husband,
N. W. Davis.

I have not heard from Col. Talberts Regi.ment, but heard
that it was in the fight. I hope that Jim & Ira have escaped.

Newton.

Ira & ·Dr. Jim is sate so say Dr. W. A. Portwood to his Father.

r.I.H.
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