








C3mp Near Shelbyvi:le, Tenn.
Jan. 22nd, 1263.

My Dear 3ettie:

I wrote you four days ago since which time we have had a
success of rain snow, sleet, and everything else that is dis
agreeable. We have certainly had the most unpleasant weather
recently that I ever experienced. Two days ago Col. Dennett
and myself concluded that we would put up our tent. We have
for several days past been staying under.a fly. So early in
the morning I had some men at work bUilding us a chimney.
It kept raining a little all day but we kept at work and just
before night we had the chimney completed and our tent erected;
but just at that time it commenced raining very hard and' in a
short time all the mud was washed off the chimney, and left
nothing but the naked sti'eks remaining on the stem of the chimney.
still I made up a large fire and kept it up for the greater portion
of the night. Every few minutes I would look up the chimney to
see whether it was burning or not, and it reminded me very forcibly
of the old chimney at home when you would make V1c and Ann look
up it two or three times before going to bed to ascertain whether
it was on fire or not. Next morning I ,had it re-daubed with mud
and have kept a good fire going ever since. This evening the sun
is ahining out and the weather is quite pleasant but too warm I
think to las.t long.

The last letter I had from you was dated the 23rd Dec. more than
a month ago and you may rest assured that I am getting qUi te anxious
to hear from you again. I cannot imagine why it is that our letters
are so long reaching their destination. I hope by this time you
have received my letter by Hoodenpyle and that you·are sati~fied that
.1 am all right since the Battle at Murfreesboro. I have just been
reading a Mobile paper of the 15th inst. which publishes a list of
the killed & wounded of the 24th Ala. Regt., but which is incorrect
almost from beginning to end with the exception of Col. Burk. It
reports me severely wounded and Col. Dennett wounded in the face,

.neither of which is true. Sigh Spraggins was the only person of
your acquaintance that was wounded in my old company and he was ver.y
slightly wounded. From all that I can learn there seems to be some
very important move on foot here but what it is I cannot tell. Some
think that it is a forward and others tha tit is a retrograde movement
I am tully prepared to believe either. It is reported that Rosincrans
is making every preparation for another advance upon us, but some
this is doubted. I suppose the Yanks have concluded to open the
winter campaigning and not to go into Winter Quarters at all. OUr
men stand the exposure remarkably well much better in fact than I
ever expected they would. I am getting very homesick I assure you.
What would I not give just for a little short visit to home but also
this i. denied I must be content. Newt is very well
and always. appears to be in good spirits. John More arrived here
two days ago from Chatte~ooga. He is in fine health. You mentioned
in your last letter something about employing Tom Mullin to over-
look your business. I think that would be a very good assignaaat
provided he has the time. Tom ~BS had experience enough to make
him a good farmer. Any arrangeoents of tllht kind. which you may make
will be perfectly satisfactory to me.
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!he main object will be to make corn, peas, potatoes & in abundance
while the war continues. My love to Mag, Julia, Mary, Mother, &
Papa. Tell Squire Copeland that I would be very much pleased to
hear from him. If I had paper I would write to all my neighbors
but I can get barely enough to write to you. How is Bro. ourgin
getting along. When you see him tell him that I intend to write
to him as soon as I have time and opportunity. Remember me to
old Sister 8miley. I hope "that she is getting along well. I feel
as if there never a day passes but that the prayers ascend to Heaven
in my behalf.

Remember me with a kiss to all the deax children. Kay God
in mercy Bless and protect you My Dearest One.

Good Bye
.Your Devoted Husband,
Newton.
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