








Camp ~lear 3helbyv1l1e, :'enn.
fuesuay ?eo. 10th, 1003.

My dear 3et:ie:

Here I am back at our old camp at Shelbyville a~ain, all
right side up but somewhat fatigued from our late march last
night. I wrote you on Sunday last from our Picket camp about
seven miles from Shelbyville on the Tryue Pike. We were releived
from duty out there last evenlng after dark by Gen. Chalmerls
Brlgade and marched back to our old camp last nlght. It was
very dark travelllng but the roed being good we travelled along
without any difficulty. Had we been favored with good weather
we would have had a very pleasant time of it on Picket, but it
was so extremely cold and wet most of the time ~hat it was very
disagreeable. This week passed off very quietly. We did not hear
of a Yankee being within ten miles of us during the tlme. I had
some rare sport one night while there cFtchlng robins. About a
mile from our camp was a Robin Roost something that I never heard
of before and the citizens informed some of the men how to catch
the birds at night. The Boys let me into the secret and I consented
to go with them. We reached the Bird Roost after it became good
dark and to my surprise I found the cedar trees perfectly loaded
down with Robins. ':Ie put about half of our party up in the trees
and the rest of us ~ent around with sticks to frighten them out
of the other trees around them. When they would light on the trees
in which the boys were up when they would catch them with their
hands. Kl11 them and put them in their haversacks. We caught
150 in a very short tlme and returned to camp haVing been gone but
a short time. I was afraid to remain longer although I must confess
that I have had a very strong inclinatlon to do so, but it was a
violat10n of orders for any person to leave camp without perm1sslon
from Col. Mannagault the Brigade Commander. It was very wrong for
me to go being a commissloned offlcer, but the temptation was so
great besides the pleasure of eatlng the birds afterwards that I
could not resist. They were the fattest birds that I ever saw.
I-am told that they get fat eating the cedar berries of which there
are any quantity in this country. The Bird Roost.covered about a
half a mile square and every cedar bush & tree was loaded with them.
I have often heard of Pedgeon Roost but never before If a Robin
Roost. The principle growth in some portions of this country is
cedars from the size of your arm up to three feet in diameter. All
the fences and houses are built of cedars. In some places for miles
you will find nothing but one dense cedar forest so thick that you
can scarcely go through it. A portion of the p,round on which the
battle of ~urfreesboro was fought was covered with Just such a forest,
and when the cannon bal:s from the Yankee 3atteries would come teari~

through them it would look frightfUl. In my last (Sunday'sl letter
I acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the seventh Jan., the
first you wrote after hearing of the battle.

You mentioned in your letter that you was very fearful that
the smallpox would be at Mr. La.oy 's. I hope not bu t if it should
you must caution the negroes against going there. ah if you were
ell to get sick at home I should be tempted to run ew~y, desert
and go home. I am sorry to hear that po,)r old Jake is getting so
bad off. I donlt suppose that any thing wan· be done for him that
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will cenef'1t ::':"::1 3.ny. I :"ave :1A.G.. no :1ews recen~l:/ )1" ~~ny in'Cer-=:~'C.

:::verythin" ""mains ~icre remains fluiet. :len. JO;lnSO:1 ~s :lere 'Jut;
I have noi had the oleasure of sEeins ~im. ~e had a review of all
the troops ~"ere yesterday but our 3rigalle ~)eing out on picket was
not pr~sent. I have not learned the ~bject of his visit here. I
suppose that lt ls merely to see :he condition of the troops and _
see the position of things generally and perhaps also to see whether
it will do to give Gen. Rosenaran's another fight if he should come
at us again. I have no fears of the result if he will meet Gen.
Bragg on anything like equal terms. In fact I don't believe that
the YankB can whip UB with the odds they now have a~ainst us, but
I can't Bee that much iB to be gained by fighting such a superior
force even if we were certain of getting the victory, aB it would
be impossible with so inferior force to the enemy to follow up the
victory and turn it into a roust so as to make it very beneficial
to our side. Our men all prefer a fight to retreat but of course
they cannot see the good to be accomplished by it so well as our
Generals. It is now becoming to be the opinion of a great many
thinking persons that we will have peace in the spring, but some
how or oth~r I cannot have much faith in that belief. There iB
very eVidently a strong oPPoBition to the war sprin~ing up in the
North and Western States since Linc~ln!s emancipation proclamation
but whether it will come to a culminating point before the' expiration
of hiB time of office or not. I think very doubtful but I formerly
believe that it will come then with all its force. They are evidently
getting very tired of the war and the great maBses of the people
of the North would be glad to see it stop even upon the termB of
a recognition, but things have to become very deeper etc. before
they will rise up in mass in opposition to the powers that be and
attempt to put them down by rebelion.

Tell your Papa that lt iB getting almost time that I was getting
another letter from him and Mother. How is Zinc gettinG' You did
not speak of him ln your last letter. I hope that he has entirely
recovered. Tell Dr. Peibles that I 'Kill write to him before long.
I should have done so long ago but some how or ather I have failed
to do so.

Little Newt is well. Bl11y Coleman, Jim Dotson, Billy gox,
Wells, Joe and Bill Leonard and Jim Hooper are all well. Tom
Leonard I suppose iB at home. I understood that he ',ias sent home
from the hospital ln Georgia. I am looking every day for Hoodenpyle
to return. He has been due several days. I hope when he does come
that he will bring me at least a let~er from you. Remember me to
old Sister Smiley. Does she keep always as busy as ever. I suppose
that Mag and JUlia have both heard from June & Ira since the battle.
Have you heard from Mr. Norris' family lately. I suppose they are
all well. .

It is getting very cloudy a~ain and I fear th&t we are going
to have some more snow or rain. Remember me to all the dear children
and tell howdy for Pa. The dear little oabe can almost walk and I
ha.ve seen her but on~ short while. It '11111 SOQn be It year since I
left my dear old horr.e '.i t1: all that are near and dear to me besides.
Oh '",111 lt not be j07ful 'yren we all meet a.gain. God grant th'it it
~~y ~e scon. ~ay kind heaven bless you.

Good 3ye,
Your devoted ~usoand,

~iewton.
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