




Camp 24th Ala. Reg~. on Duck River.
Near Shelbyville, Tuesday June ~3rd, 1803.

~;y Dear Bettie:

I have been quite anxious to write you for the last two days
but owing to a prep of other duties I have failed to do so. I
have not Ivri tten as reL~larly to you recently as I desire to do,
but I hope that I will be able to better after ~e €et every thin~

fixed and settled qUietly in camp again. Yesterday we were relieved
from duty out on picket and returned to our camp on Duck aiver.

It was late in the day when we arrived here and I have been
quite busy since superintending ,the arrangement of our camp. I have
not gotten through yet still I have concluded to commence a letter
to you with the expectation of being interrupted every five minutes
by some one coming for orders or instruction. Here comes a courier
no~ with orders of some kind so I must stop to see what it is. Well,
Gen. Bragg, Inspector General has arrived and wishes to inspect our
Brigade, so I must issue an order to the Regiment to prepare for the
inspection and then get ready for it myself and hence the probab.ili ties
are that it will be late in the evening before I will be able to
resume my letter again, so adieu for the present.

Well here I am again seated at my little desk. The inspection
is over and I have only a few minutes to write before I will have
something else to do. The Brigade Commander (Col. ll'anigault) has
just send me word to convene the 2xamining Board of Which I am
President to examine some officers who ha.vp applied for pnomotion
to fill vacancies which exist in some companies in the ~ri~ade. I
expect that I have examined fifty officers for promotion slnce the
first of March. It is very responsible duty and I shall be very
glad when I get rid of it. Here comes the other members of the
Board and I shall have to qUit off again.

Here I am ag~in but night has thrown her dark mantle around
me, and I shall be forced to bring into requi'stion an old tallow
candle which does not smell as sweet as a pink and gives but a dim
light ~,t best. But it is the best that the Confederacy can afford
at present and as I am anxious to get my letter completed to night
so as to mail it in the morning I shall have to do the cest I can
with it.

" I received your favor of the 14th Inst. yeste~day just as I
. 'reached camp from picket. I perused its, to me sacred lines with much

pleasure and satisfaction. "All well at home" are to me consoling
words and I humbly pray God that they may continue to greet m~ ears
from every epistle I received from you while our seperation shall
continue. My ,.aking thoughs and sleeping dreams are of thee and the
dear children of our affection. I earnestly desire to see you all
even if but for a few days, but even j)f that desire WB,S granted I
very much fear that the pleasure I would enjoy would be very much
roored by the thought of so early and painful separation. I agree
with you exactly in regard to furloughs. I think married men have
as good a right to go home to see their wives whom they fondly love
and cheerish, as young men have to go on a hunting expedition for
one that they probably never saw before. I am "lad to heardtl}.attMag
is enjoying herself again. I suppose that she ?las conclud.e "J1a
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it was no use to put on a lonG :ace and GO mournin~ ~nd bowed
down on account or' Jim's absenoe. :';i5S Lizzie anti Jirr:r;lie Anderson
are good company and I suppose bove qui te 9.number of ad.mirer3 every
where they go. When I saw them lset t~ey were little girls we8rin~

short dresses. If you should see them as them if they have for­
gotten Cousin !lewton. Capt. <kldlin>; is havin'S A good e8.sy time
of it. His Company '"9.S in a ":leRvy skirmish not long ago and lost
several men, but I hav" never heard who tl:ey were. I 8.m glad to
hear th"t you have had a good sho er of rain and that your prospects
for a good corn crop are so flatterinc. You ask in your letter if
I do no t we.n t some more over shir t s. I would like very much to roa ve
two more Jackets like these you sent me by Lieut. ;)unlap nearly a
year ago. They are made like the body of "l ladies dresS. I IH::e
them better than any thing I have ever seen since I have been in
the army. t wore them all las t sum;ner anu have been wes.ring them
all thi s spring. But I doubt very muoh if you can get any thing now
to make them out of. <klods of every description are very high a.nd
scarce. The shirts you sent me are so r..ea·,y t!lat I aw afraid they
will be too warm for the summer. I suppose I shall have to do without
under shirts this summer. It is iwpossible to get any here. ~y

old ones are all about worn out. I guess I shall manage to get along
some how. Newt is well and lively as a cricket.

You wish to hear something about Jeptha Jones. He was sent
off to the hospital some three months ago. I think he is either at
Atlanta or Rome, Georgia. He wes taken sick soon after he oame back
to the Regiment. When I ascertain possatively where he is I will
let you know. I think it was a great pity that he was ever sent
back to the army. He will be of no use here and he would be of some
service to his family if he we.s at home. Tell Papa that I will make
the effort to get a furlough for Newt Just as soon as I think there
is any probability of getting are and ditto for myself.

Little Willie has put her veto upon eating any more corn bre~d.

Good for her. Tell her that Papa says that she may have Just as--­
m~ny biscui ts as she wants. Wh~t do you all do now for Sugar and
coffee or do you ever have any at all.

Everything here is still quiet at the front. No fighting for
several days that I have heard of. The news from Vicksburg is still
cheering, also from Virginia. Our prospects are eVidently beginning
to brighten up. A few more days will eVidently decide the fate of
the Walnut Hill City. My candle is about to giv~ out so I close.
I fear that you will be puzzled to read what I r.ave already written.
Kiss Hll the deer children for Fa.. , .anel remember me to all. ",ay
God in mercy bless you my dearest. Good Bye.

Your ;)evoted Eusbt;;nd,
Newton.
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