








Cup Hear Chattanooga, Tenn.
July 23rd, 1863.

Ky Dear Bettie:

Yesterday was my day for writing to you, but expeoting a
letter from you I oonoluded to defer it until today thinking
that I would oertainly reoeive one from you by this morning8
mail. 1.hemail O8lIIe in due time, but brought no letter for ~e.

80 Iehall have to wait with the expeotalOion of reoeiving one
tomorrow. I have but little of interest to write at present.
i:very thing remains quiet here as usual. Heavy details are
made every day to work on the fortifioalOions. We are doing work
now that ought to have been eighteen months ago, and oould have
been done then Just as easy then as now. But that is the way .
with every thing, nearly of the kind we have to do in our
government. We put off every thing unt1l the very last moment,
and the result is that it is either not done at all or very 1m­
perfeotly done at best when oompleted. I presume that the obJeot
in fOrtifying this point is merely to leave a smaller foroe here,
in order that the remainder oan be sent to some more important
point. Gen. Hardee has been sent from here to Kiss. to take command
at the army there under Gen. Johnson, and Gen. A. P. Hll1 from
Horth Carolina sent here to take his place. Gen. Wither8 has been
ordered to Kontgomery Ala. to organize the state troops and it.18
rumored that Gen. Hindman froll Arkansas i8 ooming to take oOlDlll&nd
ot our division. we disl1ke to give up Gen. lJ1thers very much. He
has been in oommand of our diVision so long that we have beoome
a ttached to him and don't much like the idea of gi ving. h1m up tor a
stranger. Col. Kanigault who has been in command of our Brigade tor
a long tlme reoeived hls oommission as a Brigadier Gen. a few days ago.
I have an Episoopal K1nister 8taying wi th lie at present by the naae
at i;pp". troll Georgia. He is a 1I0st exoellant man and a nry good
preacher. He holds service nearly every night in tront ot 111 tent.
He ls merely on a short missionary tour to the army and was reoommended
to lie by Gen. Polk. He is very warm in the oause and ·strives to do
all the good he oan while wi th us. He goes around and talks to~e
men and when any ot th8111 are sick, he reads and prays with them.
He says that he oan only remain some week or ten day. longer betore
he will have to return home. I shall be very sorry when he leaves
us. I wonder it Bro. Lyles would be willing to spend a month with
us. I wish he would. We have every kind of.Preacher here but

.. Baptist. I have seen but onl' or lOwo at them sinoe I have been in
: ·the Army. By the way what has beoome at Bro. Lyles. I have not

heard trom h1m for some time. Dr. Portwood came out to lIee me this
morning. I was very glad to see him. He looks in tine health•. I
did not know betore that he was here. He is now with Dr. Cavenah

. the Chiet Surgeon at Polks Corps. I learn· !Dom him that Sid Kurray
was taken prisoner along wi~ W11l1e Ellis.

Hewt is all right again. He 1s going about oamp baretooted
as he usually does at home with his pants rolled up. You mentioned
in your last letter that Jeptha Jones had reached home in good health.
I am glad to hear that he is at home, but don't like the way he
managed to get there. I tear that he haB gotten himBelt lnto a very
serious sorape and was sent to the hospital sick a good whl1e ago
and when he reoovered he deserted and went home. I understand that
he used the same old papers which was given hill to go home on last
year, and ohanged the date.



PaF;e 2:

If this is tl'ue it is fraud &' deserti0n both. This '\'as told i:le
by Capt. UcCr~cken. I don't believe thnt he really intended to
desert, but being anxious to get home he used this means to ITet
off. I hope he will return voluntarily when he gets his stay out.
I made application to Gen. 3rae:q; a few days BP;O for leave of absence
to go hOffie, but he refused to let Qe ~o at present. I am very sorry
for it. I want to see you all very bad indeed. It grieves me very
much when I think of our long seperation.

God grant that we may see each other S00n. Tell all the dear
children howdy & kiss them for Pa. ~y Kind Eeaven bless and protect
you my Dearest.

Good Bye,
Your Devoted Husband,
Newton.
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