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Camp 24th Als. Regt.
Near Chattanooga, Aug. 15th, 1863.

My Dear Bettle:

It has been six days elnce I last wrote you and I really
feel ashamed of myself for not writing you sooner, but yesterday
the day I intended writing I was engaged all day and did not have
time to write and consequently had to defer 1t until to day.

I recelved a letter from you yesterday in which I was glad
to learn that you were gll well at home. You stated thst little
Maggle had been sick. The fear that some of you will get eick
often keeps me uneasy end troubled but when I receilve a letter
from you and learn that all sre well, it consoles me and in a
measure reconclles me to our long separstion.

I think I shall make another effort in a day or two to get
home but I have Wery little if any of succeeding, but still there
1s one thing very certain. I shall never get permission unless
I ask for it and I don't know that 1t will do me any harm if I
ask and should be refused. I don't see any particular reason for
our Generals wanting to keep all the Field Officers whille we are
doing nothlng as we sre at present, and no fight anticipated soon.
Still we do not see every thing in the ssme light that they do,
in fact 1t 1s not expected and consequently should always be
willing to yeald willing obedience to all thelr orders. I am
very sorry to hear of Jim's 1llness. He was fortunate I think
in getting to Lauderdale Springs and I hope when Map reaches him,
that through good attention and good nursing he will soon be
restored to health again. Mag 1s a good nurse and her presence
doubtless will have a good effect and tend greatly to promote his
recovery. '

I am glad to hear from Sister Emily & family. You did not
say any thing about Mr. Norrls. I suppose he is speculating yet.
And Jace 1s stlll at Bro. Roberts. It is very mean in him not
to go to see you. He wrote me that he was going to see you some
time ago. I expect that he spends all his time goling to see the
young ladies. I have thought a good desl about what you said in
relatlon to Bro. Lyles. The times are having its effect upon him
as well as other men., He wishes to change his devotion from that
of a gatherer of Souls for God, to a collector of taxes for men.
He thinks I suppose that the latter will be the most profitsble.
I am sorry that you lost your carrlage and your Wheat Shirts, but
I should regret still more if the rogues should take a fancy to
George. Don't glve yourself any uneasiness about my under shirts
I get along finely now without them. I have experlenced no bad
effects yet from going without them. You can eend my shirts by
Lieut. Lavender or Mr. Turnipseed either. They both promised to
call at Mage for any package that you may wish to send to me. We
are pgetting along very well. Gen. Hindmen has arrived ond takes
command of our Division Monday. Our Division will hereafter be
knhown as Hlndmen's Divielon. I called on the Gen. this morning
and had & long conversation with him. I was very well pleased
with my visit. He 1s very nleasant and affable and I hope that
we wlll be as well pleased with him as we were with CGen. Withers.

Newt is very well. I shall send up an application for
a furlough for him at the same time that I send up mine. The
dear 1little children what shall I say to them. I have tried
often to flind something pretty to send them, but csn get nothing
here. I am longing anxlously to see you all, but 1t is very
uncertzin when that will be. Remember me to them all with a
klgs. Glve my love to Papa; Mother, and all the family. May
Kind Heaxem Angels watch over and protect you is the prayer of
your devoted Husband.

Good Bye,
Newton.
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