








Camp 24th Ala. Regt.
Near Chattanoo~R, Aug. 15th, 1863.

My DeAr Bettie:

It has been six days since I last wrote you and I really
feel ashamed of myself for not writing you sooner, but yesterday
the day I intended writing I was engaged all day and did not have
time to write and consequently had to defer it until to day.

I received a letter from you yesterday in which I 'as glRd
to le9rn that you were all well at home. You stAted th~t little
Maggie had been sick. The fear thqt some of you will get sick
often keeps me uneasy MId tr')ubled but when I receive fl letter
from you and learn that all Are well, it consoles me and in a
measure reconciles me to our long separation.

I think I shall malee another effort in a. day or two to get
home but I have ~ery little if any of succeeding, but still there
is one thing very cert,dn. I shall never get permission unless
I ask for it and I don't know thRt it will do me any harm if I
asle and should be refused. I don't see any particular reason for
our Generals wanting to keep all t:qe Field Officers while we are
doing nothing as we are at present, and no fight anticivated soon.
Still we do not see every thinr:; in the same light that they do,
in fact it is not expected and consequently should always be
willing to yeald willing obedience to all their orders. I am
very sorry to hear of Jim1s illness. He was fortunate I think
in getting to Lauderdale Springs And I hope when Ma~ reaches him,
that through good attention and good nursing he will soon be
restored to health again. Mag is a good nurse and her presence
doubtless will have a good effect and tend greatly to promote his
recovery.

I am glad to hear from Sister Emily & family. You did not
sa.y 9.ny thing about Mr. Norris. I suppose he if, speculatinr:; yet.
And Jace is still at Bro. Roberts. It is very mean in him not
to go to see you. He wrote me that he was going to see you some
time ago. I expect the.t he spends all his time I::oing to see the
young ladies. I have thought a good deHl about what you said in
relation to Bro. Lyles. The times are having its effect upon him
as well as other men. He wishes to change his devotion from that
of e. gatherer of Souls for God, to a collector of t/:1.xes for men.
He thinks I suppose that the latter will be the most profitable.
I am sorry that you .lost your c9.rri8l':e Rnd your Wheat Shirts, but
I should regret still more if the rogues should t~ke a fancy to
George. Don't eive yourself any uneasiness about my under shirts
I [Set along finely now wi thout them. I have experienced no bad
effects yet from going wi thont them. You ca.n send my shirts by
Lieut. Lavender or Mr. Turnipseed either. They both promised to
call at Mage for any package th~t you may wish to send to me. We
ere getting alon[S very well. Gen. HindmFn hEl.s arrived. ",nd takes
command of our Division Monday. Our Division will hereafter be
khown as Hindman's Division. I called on the Gen. this morning
and had a long conversation '11i th him. I "IRS very vlell pleas.ed
with my visit. He is very pleasant and aff,'1ble and I hope that
I"e will be as well pleased wi th him as we \I'ere wi th Gf,!n. Withers.

Newt is very well. I shall send up an application for
a furlough for him at the same time that I send up mine. The
dear little children what shall I say to them. I have tried
often to fihd something pretty to send them, but can get nothing
here. I am longing B.nxlously to see you ,'111, but it is very
uncertain when that will be. Remember me to them all with a
kiss. Give my love to Papa; Mother, and all the family. May
Kind NRalCHoc Angels watch. over and protect you is the prayer of
your devoted Husband.

Good Bye,
Newton.
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