
















Ed. ~rs. ?~t~ ~18. ~e~1went.

;Iear Jal;;on, Jec. ZOth 12:;;;.

;':y De?r 3etOie:

Yesterday ~r. ~ells arrived and delivered your letter of
the 15th Inst 1l1so a pa.ir of knit under shirts, a vest and a
few cakes. Ee ~as decained several ~ays on the road on account
of not being able to get his boxes throu6h on the cars. He succeeded
finally in getting here safe & without losing any of his clothing.
The Eoys were all very glad to see him. He orour,nt something for
nearly ev~ry wember of his Company. u3ny of ;;hem were needing
clothin'5 badly, but now I believe thllt they are very ',vell supnlied.
The Under Shirts you sent me are very nice indeed. I like them
much better than any that I have seen. The ves;; fits me very well
around the waist, but it is about an inch too short. I received
the sweet cakes Just as I was sitting down to dinner, & the Adjutant
~uarter Master & ~yself eat them up in a few minutes. They made us
qUite a nice desert. I am very sorry to hear that you lost your
knives & forks. They are very valuable Just at this time. I
sup~ose that it will be impossible for you to ever find out who
took them.

You spoke of haVing some hogs killed the day after your wrote.
I hope you had good weather for saving it. "Rhen you see Mrs. Petty
again give her my respects & tell her that I am very much obliged
to her for her message. She is very much mist?~en when she thinks
that I will ever forget you. Your memory is too deeply impressed
upon my heart f0r any sort of care sUffering privation or even time
to ever efface. And Dear Little Willie & Maggie. Their Da~e-no type
is indellibly fixed in my imagination. I often see them pictured
in my dreams in al: the inn0cence & beauty they possessed when last
I aaw them.

So Newt is thinking about getting married is he. Tell him
I say that he had better wait until the war is ended. He is Q~ving

a fine time of now Visiting the young ladies. I suppose he thinks
that it is a difficult matter to get home any way & while he is there
he will make good use of his time. The mRil carrier has just arrived
& handed me another letter from you dated Dec. ~Oth. I am certainly
in luck tod~y. You men tion the very thing in this letter that I have
been thinking about for several days past and that is for you to
brea~ up housekeeping. I intended to mention the subject in this

~ letter, but had not fully decided as to the plan to adopt. I have
no douot but that you will be much bet~er contented & get along more
pleasantly to break up housekeeping & live with your Pappa while
the war continues than to live as you have been doine.

I think the better plan would be to sell all the hogs, cows,
sheep, mules, corn, fodder, in fact every thing that you will not
want to keep & hire out all the negroes. All the hogs, corn,
chickens, in fact everything: will be stolen if you leave no one there
on the place but Anarchy & Tilda & besides it ~ill be a perfect den
for all the negroes in the neighborhood to flock to at night. Every
thing now will bring,a good price better perhaps than they ever will
again and as to the money I have no fears about that. If the mOBey
is neve:- worth any thing nei tl1er will the pro!,erty & it ,,,ill do us
no good to attempt to keep it.



Fa..;e 2:

~y idea is to sell the land also & every thin~ on the plqce.
I expect it will brin~ more now than it will ever bring alS".in.
Should I be so fortuna te as to Ii va throu,sh thi s 'val' I don It
think that I will ever be sstistied to farm again in Pickens.
I ~ant if pospible to ~et better land some where else. However
I am per~ectly ~illin~ thqt you should be guided by the jUdgment
of your Pappa & ~other as to ~h"t disposition you should make
of every thing. I dontt want you to live in Pickens any longer
by yourself. It is too lonesome & besides you will run the risl<!
of being continually annoyed by xNthieves & having every thin~

stolen from you. My honest opinion is that Confederate Ucney
is going to be good & if so now is the time to sell.

I expect that I had better take John here with me unless
you can get a good price for his hire at home. I am giving $20
pl'. month for a Boy now to attend to my horse & wait upon me.
l.iy only fear is that John would not be able to stand the exposure.
Ho. I wish that I could be Nith you now for a short time so"as to
help you decide what to do. But that cannot be. I will be perfectly
satisfied with anything you may do. Pappa's advice is better than
mine aoout such things & I kn0w he will advise you =01' the best.
A great many furloughs are being granted now. Hine Officers & nine
Privates have been furloughed from my negt. this week. They allow
all the officers but two in every Company to go home & one Private
to every thirty men present in the companies. The furloughs are given
long enough to allow every man 10 days at home. They allow one of
the Field Officers to go home if all are present. Unfortunate
Major Pierce is absent at home sick & it is uncertain when he will
be back. I have written to him to return just as soon as he is
able. I should have been home long ago if my other officers had
kept well.

But some how or other one of them has been on the sick list
for several months past.

Gen. Johnson has arrived here and assumed command of this
army. Gen. liardee is going to Alabama in a few days to get married.
Every thing here is Quiet. Cp~istmas has been very dull. I managed,
to get up a pretty good dinner on Cp~istmas day, but since then have
been living rather poorly. I am glad that Julia has heard from Ira.
I know that she must have been uneasy about him.

I.neglected to tell you that I bought a pair of Flan~el Under
Shirts t~o weeks ago. It got so cold that I COUld not go any longer
without them. I bought them from the Government at ~26 the pair.
So with the pair you sent me I will 'oe a:unda.ntly supplied. How
long does Vic in tend to make her visi t wi th you. I hope tha t I will
have the pleasure of seeing her before she returns.

Remember me to the de~r children & to Pappa, ~other & all the
family. I do hope that it may not be long before I will be permitted
to see you all again.

May God in wercy 31ess You. Good-Bye.
Y0ur devoted Husbend,
Newton.
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