




Hd. Qrs. 24 th Ala. Regimen t.
Ne~r Dalton March 11, -1864.

ivly dear Bet-::ie:

Capt. Rowin of the 24th Uiss. Regt. leaves t~is evening
for Columbus & I avail myself of the opportunity to write you
a short letter to send by him. I 1Il,rote you two days alSo by
Lieut. Lavender which I hope will reach safely. I have no news
of any special interest to ~rite. Every thing is as still &
qUiet here as usual. We had a very heavy rain night before
last & a~ain last night. To day it is clear & pleasant in fact
it 1s rather warm for comfort in the eun. If this continues
long, vegetation will put forth & th8 trp.es of the forest will
soon put on the Ilgreen of Spring ll • I expect the season is much
further advanced with you than it 1s here. It 1s generally
believed here that Shermants Army ts coming to Chattanooga to
reinforce Gen. Grant. If that be so ~e will have stirring times
aga1n when he arrives, I suppose the Yanks will then commence
another lion II to Atlan tao We ha ve been remarkably fortunate this
far during all the advances which they have attempted this spring.
Every movement they have undertaken has proved a failure. The
Yankee troops are becoming discouraged by repeated failures,
whilst ours are gaining fresh courage every day. Our army here
I think is in better spirits than I ever sa~ it, & all seem to
have the utmost confidence in their Commanding General. C~n.

Johnston is constantly travelling about inspectinG the country
for miles around. He does not do like many of our Generals,
leave every thing for Staff Officers to attend to. ;fuen t~e

Danks do come they will find hiT. duly prepared to receive them.
A train of cars came up a few days aGo leaded ~ith Pontoon Bridges.
This seems to indicate that a move of some kind was in anticipation.
But when & ir: what direction nobody but the General himself knows.

I have not answered Vic's last letter yet but will endeavor
to do so S00n. I supfose that by the time this reaches you, you
will be neatly done planting corn. How is Mother getting along
wi th her garden. This is such deligh.t:'ul weather for gardening.
It reminds me of the good old days of yore ~hen you & I used to
go down to the garden to sow seed. Oh don't I wish ~hey would
come again. Then all was peace & Joy, now we are separated by
this cruel W2r & all is turmoil & strife nain & anxietv. '#hen
you see Jan tell him that I want him to write to me. Remember
me to Mother, Vic, & all the family. Tell the dear children that
Papa says howdy. He hopes they will not forget him any more.

May kind Heaven bless you, Good Bye.

Your Devoted Husband,
Newton.

Mose says tell Old Miss & Miss Bettie & all of them howdy.
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