








Ed. Qrs. 2~th Ala. qegt.
Ne~r Dalton We~ne~d~y, Mqrch 23, 1364.

lvly dear Be t",;l e:

Three ~ore dRYS havE elapsed since I wrote you last
and I have hed no letter from my Dear Bettie yet. To day
from some cause or other we had no mall Rt all. I do not
know the CB.use unles 8 it is owing to the he8 vy snow we had
yesterday morning. It commenced snowing yesterday morning
& snowed until nearly nO'lD without intermission. It was one
of the prettiest snows th3t I ever saw fall. The ground was
perfectly dry when it commenced to fall & consequently very
little of it melted. Yesterday & today, the boys have been
having their own fun. Snow falling commenced yesterday morning
& hRs been kept up, justly generally ever since. It first
commenced with two or three on a side & then increased to a
Company & from a Company to a Regiment from a Regiment to a
Brigade & finally from a Brigade to a Division on a side.
It was a magnificient thought to see two Divisions arre.yed
against each other with Banners flying & bUEles sounding &
the men all ar~und with snow bqlls advancing to the charge.
The fight between the Divisions lasted two or three hours.
It was the most exciting sport I ever witnessed. First one
line would be dri ven b9,ck & then the other charGe after charge
would be made by the opposing forces with a yell that could
be heard for miles around. Just imagine to yourself six
thousand men arrayed against each other in a lin~ half mile
long 'vi th sno1r~ oalls flying incesscmtly f!'om one and to the
other & you perhaps can form some idea of the scene. Not
being entirely recovered from my cold. I was afraid to
participate & acted only as a sp~culator. In a few days I
e::pect you will see the pE'.,ers fillec:. up wi th glowing dis-
criptions 'Jf the great snO l '! fight at Dalton. .

The sun is shining be~utifully to~ay & t~e snow is dis
a~peGring very ~ast & perhaps before t~o more days are gone
it will have disappeared & be numbered amon~ j~e things that
were. If you have the same weather at home that we ,have here,
the peach crop will be los~ beyond a doubt. I have been
promising myself ever since I was at home, thAt if nothing
happened to prevent it, I would make an ef~ort to get home
again during the summer & enjoy the pleasure of a full bate
of peaches, wa termelons, etc. Tb.9t would be qui te 8> pleasure
would it not I I earnestly hope that my expectations may be
realized. I shall be very grateful indeed if I am allowed the
plea.sure of vi si ti'ng you & the dear children 1 wi thou t even
enjoying any other pleasure. ~~ile I am vritlng now the
Regiment is all out playing Snow Ball. Several stray balls
have found their way into our house & sprinkled snow over my
t~ble where I am writing. They catch each other occasionally
& fill their bosoms with snow.
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O~ficers & Men are arriving & departing every day on
furlough. I shall l00k for Newt tomorrow evening. I hope
when he comes he will bring me a letter. I have no War news
to write you. Every thing remains quiet at the front as usual.
We had some little commanding at the front a few days ago,
but it did not amount to anything. We are all living new upon
1/3 lb. bacon & 1 lb. meal a day, but doing well & keep in
good spirits notwithstanding. Remember me to Mother, Vic,
& all the family. Kiss dear little Willie & Maggie & tell
them howdy for Pa. May Ktnd Heaven bless & keep you from all
evil is the pra~er of your,

Devoted Husband
Newton.
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