








Hd. Qrs. 24th Ala. Regt.
North of Dalton May 1st, 1864.

My dear Bettie:

I wrote you a letter two days ago & which I had not finished
before we received orders to pack the wagons & get ready for a
move. I was compelled to seal up my letter & send off without
having finished writing. Heavy cannonading was at the time going
on at the front and the enemy was reported advanoing ln strong
force. Our Cavalry pickets had been driven in & we ha4 every
prospect of haVing a warm little time of it. But a few hours
afterwards the order was countermanded & we were again ordered
tp anload the wagons whlch we did & settled back to our former
ease and quiet. The advance of the enemy proved to be nothing
more than a reconnoissance to asoertain as far as possible our
position & strength. But in this they certainly failed. It
will requi~e an advance of their whole force to find out the
position & strength of our lines & the information would be very
dearly bought when obtained. We have a very strong position
among the famous hills of North Georgia. We have long ridges
which occasionally spring into mountains & then descends into
little hills with dark glens, deep ravines, & rocky gorgas running
between. We are hard at work every day fortifying & connecting
these ridges & hill. with a chain of earthworks whiCh will render
them impregnable. When will there be a battle is a question we
hear often asked every~. No question can be 80 monontous or
so interesting. It is asked equally as often in the Army as at
the rear, & its probabilities as often dlseussei. Indeed r.umors
are as thick here in cup every day as they are in Columbus.
To the people in the rear, Dalton is the "front g

, but in Dalton
there·is a Rfront M st~ll t&*ther" on. and "news from the front",
is as asaidously sought after as though it was a hundred miles
away. And when will there be a battle. I don't know & I don't
believe any body can tell. This is a question hidden in futurity.
I think however, that the probabilities are, that we will have
one before a great while. When two great armies are so nearly
confronting each other, hostilities are liable to be provoked
any moment. The weather i. mild.& pleasant, the roads are good
& if the Yanks intend to advance, I don't think they will put it
off much longer.

I received a letter from you day before yesterday & yesterday
I received one from Vic mailed at Mobile. Her letter contained
a short postscript written at Mobile which stated, that she had :.
been informed since her arrival there that and order had been
issued preventing all citizens from going ~y further North than
Atlanta, Ga., that she was in a "peck of trouble. & did not know
what to do. I have heard nothing of any such order & hope she
will find out that it is not so. I was glad to hear that you was
still imprOVing & that the children & mother were well. I am
sorry that you had to shave the back of your head. I wonder if
you cut your hair off. And little Willie was delighted at the
idea of going barefooted. I can remember when I was a child,
that nothing would please me better than to be permitted to pull
off my shoes & stockings & go out to play barefooted. You have
not stated in any of your late letters what you did 1n relation
to the payment of your taxes. I was glad to hear that you have
Emma wi th you again. She i8 such good Company & I expect you"
Mother will feel really lonesome now that Vic has left you.



2.

Newt 1. very well. He 1. out on p1cket duty to day. My health
continues very good. I have a good tent to stay in & get along
very well. We had a nice ra1n last night & this morning"1t 1s
qUite cool. Vegetation is putt1ngvery fast & soon the woods
w1ll be green as mid-summer. I "have heard no firing at the front
to day for the tirst time 1n several ..,.. This Sunday & perhaps
the Yanks have determined to keep the holy.

My love to Mother & all the family. Kiss the dear Children
& tell them howdy tor Pa. May kind Heaven bless & keep lOU trom
all ev1l. Good Bye.

Your devoted husband,
Newton.
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