












Hd. Qrs. 24th Ala. Regt.
Florence, Ala. Nov. 3rd, 1864.

My dear Bettie:

I have concluded to write you a letter but without any
prospect of sending it off at present, yet I will keep it &
have it ready to send when an opportunity does present itself.
I wrote you last from Gadsden, Ala. which was some time ago
& since then I have had no chance of sending a letter to you.
We left Gadsden the day after & have been on the march every
since until we reached this place three days ago. We have had
a long tedious march over mountains, & through valleys & swamps
& over oreeks & were all quite glad to get to a place where we
could get a few days rest. We have been "going it blind- as
the saying is all the while. No one knew where we were going
to. We have had rio fighting to do yet, only a little skirmish
at this place where we captured 16 Yankees & 20 horses. There
were about a thousand Yanks here, but when the first gun fired
trom our battery on the opposite side of the river they all
"skidaddled l as quick as possible. We crossed the Tenn. River
at this place on the 1st & received qUite a hearty welcome from
the citizens of the beautiful little oity of Florence. They
have been kept under Yankee rule so long & have been made to
suffer so much from their cruel disposition that they were
perfectly carried away with excitement when the Confederate
soldiers entered the town. They all came out on the streets
& waved their handkerchiefs & claped their hands & did every
thing that was possible to display their great Joy at our arrival.
This is certainly the garden spot of Ala. But alas the indel1ible
marks of this cruel war are visible upon every hand. All the
way trom Courtland to this place we passed the site of some _
beautiful & elegant mansions with nothing now lett but the a~.8

& large rich plantations with the fences all burned & every thing
gone to waste & ruin. The land here is very rich & productive,
& before the war~ was in a fine state of CUltivation but now the
plow & the hoe have been laid aside & the implements of war taken
up. All the able bodied negroes have been carried away by the
Yankees & but few are left now to cultivate the fields. I went
laat night with Captain Oliver to t~e tea with Mrs. Simpson &
old acquaintance of his & spent the evening very pleasantly. She
lives in a fine house, elegantly furnished & every thing indicated
wealth & luxury. Three short years ago they were rich, immensely
rioh and had every thing that heart could Wish, but alas, now all
is gone & the tine house & furniture with a few house servants1* all that is left to them.

She gave us a short history'ot her life since the Yankees
have been here & it was heartrending indeed to listen to & hers
is but the experience of hundreds ot others in North Ala. We
have changed our boss again & our supplies will now come to us
up the Mobile & Ohio Rail Road to Corinth & from thence to Tus
cumbia which is but a short distance from this place. I am now
but a short distance from home by Rail Road & it seems to me that
the nearer I get to home the more anxious I become to go there.
I received a letter from you the day I lett Gadsden dated Oct.
2nd in whioh you speak or being in trouble on account of your
domestic affairs & express great anxiety that I should aome home
if possible. I would be glad exceedingly, glad to do so~ but 1t
is impossible to do so now. I know that you have many things to



2.

trouble & distress you & it would be the greatest to me in the
world if it was in my power to go to you & relieve you of the
burden. I know that you are tired living in that continued state
of anxiety but my dearest one I know no help for it but an im
plicit trust & confidence Him who doeth all things well. He
knows what is best for us & if we will but trust Him, rely upon
Him & pray to Him for help & deliverance all will work togather
for our good. You allow one thing to distress you too much I
think & that is what you wrote in regard to what your unworthy
brother Purse says about you staying with yovr mother during my
absence. It is Just like him & I believe him mean enough to make
the remark, yet you should attach no importance whatever to any
thing he says. Just tell him from me to make out his account
for his interest in your board for the time you stay with mother
& I will send him the money. He is a heartless being & mean
enough to do any thing for money. If he would go along off to
the army where he ought to be & do his duty like a true man, he
would not be there to trouble you. Instead of looking after
your interest & doing all in his power to promote your happiness
& comfort like a Bro. ought to, he is doing every thing he oan
to make you miserable & disoontented. If you were to go back home
ag.lin to live, you would be so lonely & uneasiness all the while
that you would almost die & I should regret ·very much to hear of
your determination to return. I had rather loose every thing
we have in the world than you should hazard your health & life
by living in such solitude. A little property would be worth
nothing to me without you. If I ahould be fortunate enough to
live through this cruel war, the great aim of my lite hereafter
will be to make you & the dear little ones that God has given
us, contented and happy. I never learned to appreciate the
blessing of a good wife as I ought before the war & I love you
too dearly now to hear of you doing any thing that will render
you discontented for a moment. Situated as I am I hardly know
what to advise you to do. Our negroes at home, I know are bad
enough but I expect they are not any worse than any of the
neighbors. If you could sell the land I expect it would be better
to do so & qui t farming un til I return & hire out the negroes.•
I expect to sell the place any way & buy better land some where
else. It will be difficult tor you to get anyone to live on
the place wi th the negroes that will be worth any thing to you.
It does seem to me that John ought to be able to keep what few
negroes there are there, in their right place & make them do their
duty. What does the Doctor advise you to do. His advise I think
would be worth a great deal to you. Perhaps you could sell the
place to him & then live with him. It is a much better place
than Dr. Ferguson IS. The tru th is my dear Bet ti e, I don t t kn ow
what is best tor you to do unless I could be there with you. It
you & the dear children are preserved to me when I return I shall
be satisfied. I am sorry to hear that Vio is going back to North
Carolina, but I suppose she is anxious to see her old man again.

You need not send the hat to me yet. Perhaps I may have
an opportunity of going home this winter & then I oan get it.
The weather here is very cold & disagreeable. It was so cold
& wet last night that I could not sleep any. I have but one
blanket wi th me & that you know is not en ough to keep a person
warm when they have to sleep on the wet ground. See the rest
of my baggage was sent to Col~bus, Ga., when we left Lovejoy
stat~n & I am atp-aid I will never see any ot it again.



It is rumored that we will leave here tomorrow or next day for
Tenn. We will certainly leave here tqr some point soon but I
cannot tell yet where it will be.

Newt is very well & getting on finely. Jace has been
transferred to my Regiment. He has been with me since we left
Gadsden. I did hope we would get a mail when we reached this
plaoe but none h~ve been received yet. I hope you & the children
will keep well. Tell them howdy & kiss them for Pa. Give my
love to Kother & all the family. Kay kind Heaven bless & comfort
you. Good-Byel

Your devoted Husband,
Newton.
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