




(At the eginning of the Letter.)
I

Here I will copy most of the letter I recievedfrom Dr. Booth,

which I did intend to send you to read, but was afraid to trust it

to the mail. Since his return, he has been to see me twice, given

me every little particular I wished to know, & brought me two locks

of John's hair, one of which I shall save for Ira. I feel that I

..cf).nnot be grateful enough to hom for all h~.s kindness.



•Copy of letter ritten by lJr • EdwG:>n G: Booth, furnished by ;rs. J. T.
Fry, Selma, ~a. ov. 1924.

U. L. Naval Hospital.
Aug. 20, 1864.
Pensocola, Fla.

I hope you will pardon the liberty I take of addressing you,
iss. Horton, but having some conseption of the anxiety you must feel

with regard to the disposition of this body and nersonal effects
of our departed friednd r. C. I am constrained to rite you. It 1s
impossibl for me to give you many of the circumstances relating to his
death, but I can say truly be stood amongst his men bravely, poin~ed so e
of the guns himself, whose shots told upon the Federal vessels. I could
but notice this. I saw him move from gun to gun, cheerfully encouraging
his en: But too soon the Captain of one of our best guns as mortally
wounded, anji/I went below '1 th him. In a few minutes, the poor founded
v.ere crowned upon me, and y u c?~ form but a faint conception of my feel­
ings when I turned from the limb of a poor little fetlow who was also
mortally wounded and saw the mangled form of our dear friend in the arms
of one of our men. t felt his pulse-but then observed no sighs of life.
I put my hend over his heart-but bh, his noble heart had ceased to beat
dear Comstock was dead. But he died bravely-gallantly, and'then Captain
Coxn ,ain Lamer, vho picked him up, told me, "He only raised his head a
little. and sc,id, "Iy -men stand to your guns to the last." t draws bitter
tears of angllish from my e as, as I recall the mangl ed form of my dear
friend. AS soon as I Saw life was enstinct, 1 told the men to taie his
body to his room, and ;Lay him gently dmm. ~.hile our good Paymaster as­
sisted in looking after it. At that time-I had more than I could attend
to on my hands.- The pitious cries of our, poor wounded men were heart
rendering and I could only move from one to another, and relieve their
pains in their dying moments as best I COUld, I waS kept almost constan­
tly with poor little urray, who lingered about two and one half hours,
but he bore his agonizing pains most patiently. After this, I had the
bodi-es of ~r. C. and r. ..- washed and dressed, and to.·-ards night carried
aboard the t1 j - etecomet U hlch brought us here. I with difficulty prevail­
ed unon the Capt. to let me preserve the °bodies until morni and deliver
them to some offie r at Fort lorgan, who would HKtXl mark their graves;
but this I succGeded in doing, and gave them to Ca t. Thorn. Ir. R. took
charge of r. Comstock's trunk, and is no. in New Orleans, I hope you '
receive the wri~ting desk, and contents. '~o pardo this sorrow bringing
letter, but I believe it will be kindly received. Very Respectfu1ly.

Edwin G. Booth.



(At the end of the Letter.)

I omitted several parts which you already knew, or which were of

no particular interest, but I know you will be grateful as I was, to

hearall these particulars. Dr. Booth laid him out in the very clothes

he wore the last night that I saw him, but he says that hES face did

not look natural at all. Rev. ~m. Carter buried him in the little

graveyard at Fort M. an hour before sunset. I may have written you

some of these items before, but I have had so many letters to write

relative to him, & have seen so many different ones, that I often be­

come confused, & forget what I have written.

How do you like your new position? Two weeks more of rest for

me, & I shall begin my labors. I think I shall be more happy &

contented, when I become engaged in some earnest occupation, though

it will require a great effort on my part to make the beginning. I

have not yet receiv- (Remainder of letter is lost.)
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