








"lhis letter was found by Elorida vanty of VEmden ~. \;0. in the Yankee camp

at that city•

.I.S directed to Mrs. 'Ihomas It • .ilIl.eyers, .tloston MasS., and corroborates what was

believed at that time, that omcers wore citizens and private's dress, in order to

rob without compromising their shoulder straps.

'.i.'his was copied from the J-ournal of .Miss t;ann who found the original which _s

sent to the Historical Society at RichmCl1d,

Feb. 25, 1865

My dear Wife

1 have no time for particulars. We bave had a gloriQUS time in this

state Unversla license to burn and plunder was the order of the day. The chivelry
I

have been stripped of most of their'valuables.

Gold 'watches silver pitchers spoons forks etc are as conmon in camp as black

berries The terms of plunder a.re as follows The va],.uables procured we estimate by

companies each Company is reqUired to exhibit the result of its operation at any

given place.

One fifth and first choice falls to the Commander in chief: to starf officers

one fifth, to field officers of regiment one fir'h two fifths to the company.

Officers are not allowed to join these expeditiOlls without disguising themselves

as privatea. One of our Corpse Commanders borrowed a sui t of rough elother from

one of my men and was successful in this place.

We .got a large cpanti ty of silver (alJDDg other things an old time milk pitcher)

and a very fine gold watch from a Mr. Deeasauer of this place. Desasauer is an FI!V

of So Carolina and was mde to fork over lib erally. Officers of the rank of Ca.ptain

are not mde to put their plunder in the estimate for general distribution. 'l'h1s

1s very unfair and for that reason in order to proteet themselves subordibte

officers and privates keep back everythiI8 they can carry about their persons, suoh

as rinks ear rings breast pins of whi.ch if I ever live to get home, ::L haYe about a

quart 1 am not joking I have at least a quart of jewelry for you and all the girls

and some no • one diaJWnds - pins and rings among them.
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G Sherman bas ilver and gold enough to start a bank His share of iOld

matches am chains alene at Columbi this state was 2'15 But I said I cOtlld not go

into particulars

All the general officers and nany besides had valuables of every description

to ladies embroidered handkerchiefs (I MTe my share of them) We took gold and

silver enough from the d - d rebels to have redeemed their infernal currency trice

over. This the currency whenner we com across it we burn it as we coniider it

pertectly worthless .l wish all the jewelry this army has ccnld be carried to the

old Bay State It would deck her out in glorious style but alasl it w111 be scattered

-
allover the north and middle states the D - d n1ggers as a genere..l rule preter to

stay at home particularly after they found out we only wanted their able bodied men

and to tell' you the truth, their youngest best 10ok1ng women.

80m times we took off whole fa.mi11es and plant tions of niggers by way of

paying the cesession1st, but the useless part of those we soon mlnaged to lose

sometimes in crossing river some tinas by other ways I shall write yOll again from

Willtington Golsboro and other places in North Carolina.. The order of narch has

arrived and I must close hurriedly Love to grandmother and Aunt Oharlotte. Take

care of yourself and the children Dont show this 1 etter outside of the family

Your affectionate husband

PS I Will send this by Flag Thomas L Myers - Lieut I have a chance of sending it

to Hilton Head Tell Sallie I am saving a pearl bracelet and ear rings for her

Bert Lambe~t got the breast pan and ear rings of the same set. I am trying to trade

him out of them. These were taken from the Misses Jamison daughters of the President

of South Carolina cessesion Oonvention We found them on our trip thro' Georgia
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