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Cehaba Novr. 17, 1850
Dr. Thome&s Hunter,
My Dear Brother,

On my return Home I redd. & letter from you, end should heve written you,
before this, but for & terrible calamity which hes befellen us, On the 3lst of
Oct. two weeks efter our return Jimmle died of brain fever efter an illness of
three deys. It is now over two weeks since he died end I have not been able thll
now to muster coursge to imform you of it. I know nothing that I can say will
give you eny better ides of this dreadful blow than you &l ready have. He hed just
returnef from his long camping journey of three months, greater invigofated and
improved inlhenlth. On this journey he exhibited great phjsicel strength walking
miles, orteﬁ-, without fetigue--and one oceesion fivef miles up & down a steep &
rugged mountéin without fatigue or injury. This greetlyencoureged me a&s to his
health. You know his wonderful strength of mindff~ I was beginning to think he
had great strength of body. Iir. Bird, after ow return, wes teken dangerously
ill & continued so for several weeks, which eeused his mother & sunt Mary to be
gll the time awey from him, &s he remained et howe., In this way he was neglected
just efter the change in his habits from & constant trevelling & cempdng to the
home life end when the fsell weather was become very cold. These things or some
likentable cause produced his fever and he dieds You know wheat he was when you
left, Whet wond@&rful brightness & cleenness of intellect, what astonishing moral
purity & ‘ resolution in doing what he believed was right combined with a
warmth & depth of effection and agrace & beesuty of person which were to mp the
least raere indeed, Well, these quslities bhad inereased ten fold since that time.
He had grown to be & little man in everything--our friend end compenion who made
all sround constently better and heppier. To me he was almost everything. You
know my disposition snd hebits--how ®meserved & solitary--how much I needed a
constant cuiet sensible friend teo fill in my heart that space the world could not

£ill. He wes precisly what I wanted. If God in consideration of my wents &
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imperfections had devised & being exectly fitted to relieve me from ell suffering
from them and meke me &s heppy 2s I could possibly be, he had but to send me
.Timiai He did send him and oh! how happy he made me! What a bright light he shed
over n:w dark life. He hed taken him away-and the gloom comes back with ten fold
thickness upon me. And te his sunt lMery he even if possible more than he was to
me. I never saw such devotion to any humen being &s hers to him--and he was just
as devoted to her. It is almost death to her But we ere compelled to submit, I
thought I could not live without him. He was =0 interltwined with my whole ex-
istancewith every act & thought thet life without seemed impossible But I find

cannot kill me. I live on % em astonishidy

and collected under my You know Thomas

have had great troubles & affections in this

they t%ave all been nothing campered to this
Jimmie dled, our little one Hennie as we called
was in
I think providence for that, she is much like Jimmie
but if I were to havc & thousand children mome ever be whet he was to me. He was
my first born brightest novlist boy end such & boy, I know he was as I shall never
seec agein,

Charles' family are well., He still continues temperate & is doing finaly.
I can only add this, if you became convincec, Thomas thet you eannot in a remarkable
time made & competency come beck at once. - Dont let the fear of being laughed at,
prevent you from doimg what your good sense tell you #o do. Many of the finest
men in our country have gone to Californie & returned without meking & cent. Dont
be ashamed to do it, With money or without it, suecessful or unsuccessful no one
ever received a warmer welcome than you would receive from us & the whole community
All ere convinced you have exercised Roman fortitude under the greatest trials &
done all that you could possibly have done in your circumstences. You can tell
consider calmly, &nd if there is no pretiy rare prospect of & competency in a year
or so dont hesitate 2 moment 'in teking the {irst comnveyence home. Accept all our

loves & believe me most truly & affectionately yours----Willism Hunter.
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