








New York

18 July 1852

Mr. lharles Hunter#

My dear Brother#

I said I would write you again# before I leftthe country. I am here

wi th Mrs. Troy Miss Troy the children and Caroline and her husband. They

came on with me. I shall go rotmd with them to Miagara Saratoga Boston &c

and leave on the 28th day ·of this month I expect. We are all pretty well.

Fanny and Nanny were both quite sick in N. Carolina but are now very well.

I am quite as cheerful more so indeed that I could have hoped to be in this

time. I~ has been a great relief to me coming on here with the ladies &

children & Dr. Troy.

And now# my brother# before I go before I go let me come in mind# out

once more to your ho se and see you in the midst of your beloved wife and

children and say good-bye again, a long and heartfelt goodbye to you all.

My heart is with you and it will be with you although an ocean may be be

tween us. Let me be with you one of your household still as much as an

absent one may be. It may be you will Kever again even get a letter tEem

me-and I will say then do my dear brother, do go on and grow to be a better

and wiser & happier man every day. Develope your noble nature give it fair

play. Kont shut up in gloom and neglect where no sunlight or culture can

come to brighten and to expand. Cultivate your conscience and make it your

Erect absolute unvarying truth, never failing justice and that

benevolence which not only does kind acts and gives kind looks and words

every day and every hour in the day but which is the noble Mother of kind

thoughts and charitable opinions, into high places where they will over

look and command constantly your whole nature. Cultivate your manners &

conversational powers both of which would be excellent, if you chose to

make them so. This last is very important. And the great step in that

is to have a thorough respect for yourself and a conviction that your ways
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& ideas are as good and entitled to as much respect as any ones. Read

Emerson on self relience--again & again. To be a gentleman tis only

necessary to be gentle. Caltivate a gentle thoughts gentle kind looks,

a gentle kind tome of voice--gentle words and gentle movements and actions

gentlemeas is the thing. No noise, no violence no hardness nor harshness

in anything. This is all insistent with the utmost firmness & independence

and ind4ed is the very method to exercise and preserve both in the greatest

perfection. When I come bakc my brother you know it will be a great trial

and I shall rely on you to support me--and you dont know what a great

pleasure you can have in store ~or mJ return by realizing these wishes.
I

/ as far as mpy be by that time for then all & everything will be happy and

propperous around you. My most affectionate regards to Sister Amelia and

the children. Write very often & direct to me at the city of New York

care of Hpptins Allen & Co and your letters will follow me in my wander

ings. I cannot tell when I will be back--but not soon.

Most affectiona~ely

William Hunter

P.S. Do send all Thomas Letters. It would be so pleasent to hear from him

before I go--but it cannot be •

W.R.
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