








Birmingham" Ala., 7/14/15

Mrs. Anna. G. -M. :jh>y

Selma, Ala.. "

Dear Mrs. Fry:

I received your valued favor" giving me the address of Dr. A. W.

Jones to whom I have written in an effort to establish his identity

with the Doctor wb,o was the Surgeon of our Company by the name of Jones.

The Head Quarters Surgeon of Gen Forrest was Dr. J. B. Cowan, who died

some time since at Tu1lohoma, Tenn. His assistant was a Doctor Jones,

then quite a yojng physician, and your author for the incident of the

meetiqf of Gen Forrest & Gen Wilson may be one & the same with our

Doctor above referred to. I am enclosing you a letter by me in

yesterdays news, as the Age-Herald, returned the article ~ sent them

for some unexplained reason.

I started from Marion with Gen Forrest for Cahaba but after going

a few miles he saw the horse I was riding & pointing to a brand on its

hoof as follows "Co D. _4th U.S.C •• The hOIlse I had gotten in the

incident that I mention in my letter, Gen Forrest ordered me to return to

Camp. I was informed on the reilimn of the detachment that accompanied

Gen Forrest to Cahaba, thaj Gen Forrest had made Gen Wilson believe some

fragment, other than himself of his commands had comndtted the massacre

of Co. D 4th U. S. Cavalry. EVidently Dr. Wyeth also sought to shield

Gen Forrest from being responsible for that act, but the facts are

precisely as I have related them--We caught these red handed in the act of

vandalism that fired most of us with the thirst for vengeance on the

real cUjlprits" and we had then, under those circumstances, no

of conscience in meeting out summory punishment on them--But the affairs

was kept very quiet at the time & few knew of the real reason why

Gen Forrest & Gen Wilson met. As to the story of a Capt R~binson, whom
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you say wrote you from Anniston, about the unauthorized ¢hanging of

some prisoners in his charge, I know nothing of such an incident & it

does not ri~g true to an old soldier, from the simplefact fhat prisoners

were never hung, by the soldierj of either Army, but many were shot with

out authority. Spies alone were hung.

I regret not meeting you on your passing through Birmingham but I

was not in reach of Phone & there is another of my name & initial here

with Whom I am often confused. My Mother was a Miss Cary & her Mother

(My grand mother) was a Sledge, who had many descendants in that part of

Alabama.
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Youts truly

N. T. Thompson.
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