




















.uear Mrs. lrie

My sister told me you wanted some dt.ta about the removal of the vault and the

remains to ~elma r~hen we returned to 1\.la. in 1877, we were told by our old friends the

vault was in an awful condition and it was a shame that such whould be the case as it

was at the old home of my mother, and she had many pleasant associations and memories

connected with the homestead, I made it my unpleasant duty to state the facts as

pleasently as .L could to all or most all who had hired his property to assist me in

repairing the vault. All declined, had thought of such, would have nothing to do with

it. So.L sold my property in La and made an arrangement to buy the old home. It be-
~. -

longed to m& 19randmother under her brother John, Will, but it was always called Col •

.Iq,ng's home--Ihe ron the home paid all the bills bOUght the supplies and her brother

had the oredi t of it .Hut to go back, 1 baa to qui t a while and now I must go back. MrS

Kin , Wil~ia.mt s widow wrote me she at one time had thought ot buying the old home, but

had deci ded not. And yet when all my arrangezmn ts were mde the law required orphan
-

children's property to be sold publicly at auction in front of the city market..!!!nl.~

sends an agent to bid against ne. My lOOther's cousin Gaston l10bbins bid beyond my lim!t
--

saying he would pay it himself sooner than we should loose. .tie had staid many times as

a child in my grandmothers house with his mther & sister. He really believed my grand-

mother was his zoother1s aunt, while in tact he was my grandfather's brothers children &
....

grandchildren. Aunt !!I.l8.rgret Gayle you knn about. Aunt Ka.te narried Mr. w. 'l11omas. One

ot her babies was buried in the tamily burying ground One sen john died unmarried.

Robert married Judge Young's ne1ce ot Waco Texas, bas gone to Nebraska or some of the

new places Pve fOrgotten.' Baseltha the de.ughter is dead .1. think leaTing A.den f
'"'

daughter named Simpson living in W.therford 'X'eas. My mother, the other daughter
-- .

married Dr. B~ R. Hogan. My mother's \l8.S the only marriage was the only wedding at

which Col. Kin could be present. He was al....ys a_yon public busineee when the other--
girls were 1l3f1rried. But you wanted to hear about the removal ot the remains to the

city. The City 00meil wrote to my mother as she was the last rema:lni~ kin abou there

aaking permissio~ and promising to donate 2 lots in Live Oak. to her and Family. But she
- .

was very eonseentuous thought as he desired to be buried there among his own t_11y, bad
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mde 1t a subject of prayer by the minister in Mobile to 1.1ve to get home and die and

be buri eel among his tamily, He could have been buried any where he wished to. She bad

no right to give such a permission. And she refused to give it. Then the next we
,

heard a buggy and a common 2 horse wagon pranced by our home going towards my mother s
~

old home & in the evening, the parties engage 1n the disho.orable business J'eturned to

the City with fodder in the wagon, a common ~ounty wagon, and as they passed us by my

mother & sister were in the flower gard,en admiring the handy 1Drk of our Heavenly Father,
,

a negro man in the wagon waving his bands and arms shouted out "we've got him- just

atter the wagon passed, I think the mules were in a gallop, a aegro man who used to be

his old mistress' carriage drl••r or coaclman came along on his way to the c1 ty. My

mother called to him aDd said "uncle 1aka I w:li.shyou would catch up with those peop1.e
,

and see what they have in that wagon; I an atraid it is my old uncle. Come back and let

me know as you pass here again- She could not imagine why she shoul.d ta.ke up sum an

idea, as we had heard no more of removing the body. It was as she i_gined old uncle

lake to14 her later and after they had left an old friend sent word to us that evening,

she had heard such a noise of Jlammering lmn against tin, she sent over to learn wbat

was being done in the cemetary, she to1.d us.!!:!...Eve1. ___-""'-had gone with Wm. Br1sba1n

and cut the lock with a coal chisel. !he key to vant was lost or misplaced My grand-

mother had 1t as lang as she lived in her old home a few years ,ago the key was found

here and it is now hanging by my fire place. When you were here did you see a large

brass key w1th an iron handle hanging by the mantle as you came in my room from the

back gallery? Tommie Gayle broke the handle of the key and the old blacksmith jut an
, .

iron one on just betore the surrender and I suppose forgot to send it back tott01.e Miss"

The casket was taken that night or evening to the undertakers where it remal ned all

night I was told by a young lawyer I think, that -A. party ot roughs- went to the under-

•takers and pried off the "laee covering so they coul" say they had seEm ttAJ.abama s
.

noblest son- I lIlS not told any remarks they nade about If I could see yal I could 'tel.l

you a 11ttle more i do not like to wri te about.



Our tri end said to us • I do not aee hOW"~ Xi ever could rest atter Daking

tha.t dreadful noise in braking the lock, I would be always hearing 1t aleeping or

wake- Next I heard ot Xtn , she was in Selma. with her daughter Alice trying to

raise money as a tragedian to place a DlOnument tor the memory of her Gre.ndtather ~l.

1m B. K1 • Poor old bachelorl How do you think ttM1ss Nancy" bis nick name in the

senate behind his back would have liked such?

He never could Mage to address a young lady and then be giTen a kind ot crazy

grandchildren.

I must stop or I will write a book--Sister joins me in love to you. Kind regards

to Mrs. Gayle 8c family. Come again.

Your friend.

L.K. HOGAN

(Originll. in posaession of the State .kiepartment ot Archives and History.)
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