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Dear Mrs, Frie
My sister told me you wanted some data about the removal of the vault and the
remains fo Selma When we returned to Ala in 1877, we were told by our old friends the
vault was in an awful condition and it was a shame that such should be the case as it
was at the old home of my mother, and she had many pleasant associations and memories
connected with the homestead, L made it my unpleasant duty to state the facts as
pleasently as L could te all or most el 1 who had hired his property to assist me in
repairing the vault. All deelined, had thought of such, would have nothing to do with
it. So 1 s0ld my property in La and made an arrangement to buy the old home. It be-
longed to ms grandmether under her brother John, Will, but it was always called €ol,
King's home--Bhe run the home paid all the bills bought the supplies and her brother
had the credit of it But to go back, L had to quit a while and now I must go back. mrs
King, Wil]:iam's widow wrote me she at one time had thought of buying the old heme, but
had decided m;t. And yet when all my arrangements were made the law required orphan
children's property to be sold publicly at auetion in front of the city market sirs King
sends a.n'age.nt to bid against me. My mother's cousin Gaston xobbins bid beyond my limit
saying he would pay it himself sooner than Iré should loose. He had staid many times as
a child in my grandmothers house with his mother & sister. He really believed my grand-
mother was his mother'‘s aunt, while in fact he was my gruﬁﬁther'a brothers children &
grandchildren. Aumt B;Iargret Gayle you knew about. Aunt Kate nnrr;.ed mr, w, ‘homas, One
of her babies was buried in the family burying grownd Ome s John died unmarried.
Robert married Judge Young's neice of Waco Texas, has gone to ﬁebrask:a or some of the
new places 1've forgotten.. Baseltha the daughter is dead . think leaving Aden g
daughter named Simpson living in Weatherford Texas. My miher, the other day@ztar
married Dr, B, R, Hogan., My mothér's was ths.only marriage was the only wedding at
which %. King could be present. ﬂe was always away on public business when the other
girls were married. But you wanted to hear about the removal of the remains to the
eity. The City Council wrote to my mother as she was the last remsining kin about here
asking permission and promising to domate 2 lots in Live Oak to her and Feamily., But she

was very conscentuous thought as he desired to be buried there among hishown family, had



2
made it a subjeet of prayer by the minister in licbile te live to get home and die and
be buried among his family, He could have been buried any where he wished to. She had
no right to give such a permission. And she refused to give it., Then the next we
heard a buggy and a common 2 horse wagon pranced by our home going towards my mothor_'a
old home & in the evening, the parties engage in the dishomorable business returned ‘;o
the City with fodder in the wagon, a common county wagon, and as they passed us by my
mother & sister were in the flower garden admiring the handy work of our Heavenly Father,
& negro man in the wagon waving his hands and arms shouted out "we've got him" Juaf
after the wagon passed, I think the mules were in a gallop, a gégr;; man who uéed to be
his old mistress® ecarriage dridwer or coachman came along on his way to the eity. My
mother called to'him and said "uncle Jake I wish you would cateh up with those peeple
and see what they have in that‘ngon; I an afraid it is my old uncle. Come back and let
me know as you pass here again®™ She eould not imagine why she should take up such an
tdse, 85 we had heard me more of pamcving the body. It was as she imagined old uncle
Jake told her later and after they had left an old friend sent word to us that evening,
she had heard such a noise of Bammering imn against tin, she sent over to learn what

was being done in the cemetary, she told us Mrs Evelyn King had gone with Wm. Brisbain

and cut the lock with & coal chisel. The key to vaklt was lost or misplaced My grand-
mother had it as leng as she lived in her old home a few years ago the key was found
here and it is now hanging by my fire place. When you were here did you see a large
brass key with an iron handle hanging by the mentle as you came in my room from the
back gallery? Tommie Gas}le broke the handle of the key and the old blacksmith gut an
iron one on just before the surrender and I suppose forgot to send it back to"0le Miss"

The casket was taken that night or evening to the undertakers where it remsa ned all
night I was told by a young lawyer I think, that "A party of roughs™ went to the under-
takers and pried off the face covering so they eo;alt say they had seen “Alabama's

-

noblest son™ I was not told any remarks they made about If I could see ym I could tell

you a little more ¥ do not like to write about.



Our friend said to us " I do not see how Mrs King ever could rest after making
that dreadful noise in brak:i.ng the lock, I would be always hearing it sleeping or
weke® Next I heard of Evy King, she was in Selma with her daughter Alice trying to
raise money as a tregedian to place & monument for the memory of her Greandfather Col.
Wm, R, King. Poor old bachelor’ How do you think "Miss Nancy" his nick name in the
senate behind his back would have liked sueh? :

He mever could mamage to address a young lady and then be given a kind of crazy
grandchildren.

I must stop or I will write a book--Sister joins me in love to you. Kind regards
to Mrs. Gayle & family. Come again.

Your friend.

L.K. HOGAN

(Origindd in possession of the State “epartment of 4rchives and Histery.)
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