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Davis! Ford Near Manassas
Junctlon, Feb. 14, 1862.

My Cwn Dear Wife:

Zour very welcome & most interesting letter in answer To mine
of the 10th of Jan. came %o hand night before last & I hasten this
morning to answer 1t. You can't imagine how much pleasure your
letters glve me. I am always anxiously looking for them because I
know aoout what time 1t takes mine to reach you & yours fto reach me.
3rother Blllle was always highly delighted when he received Sister
Matilda's letter & I belleve he 13 golng to answer 1t this morning.
Now my dear good wife I don't know how I am to make this letter
interesting to you because I have no news at all, times are very
dull.

I wrote a letter last week to Father & at that time I was very
sick with Dlarhoea, but I belleve I am now about as well as usual
but little weak & poor in flesh., OQur whole Reglment has been sick
with this disease for some 2 or 3 weeks. 3But I think all our soldiers
are getting better. A great many of our Reglment have reenllisted
for 2 years under the Act of Congress. But you need not be uneasy
about me. If I am living & can get home when my tlmes expires I will
come home. 3ut I may not be living. No one knows what the future
Pas in store for them. I have 3 months yet to serve my country (of
the present 12 months time). Durine this time I may fall by dlsease
or be slain in battle.

You must remember that we are on the advance post here & that
we hold one of the most important places in Virginia. 0 2 I enemy knows
this & may advsnce us on his way to Richmond., If he does we intend
to fight Nor do we intend to be whiped., But i1t seems that in all wars
& every battle some on both sldes must fall. I may be among the number,
on our silde that will shoudl we have an engagement, that will be slain.
S8ut I hope this will not be my misfortune, but should it be so I hope
you will Dbe as patriotic then as you have proven yourself to be since
the war began & God Qur Father will be your friend then as has been
in time past. I pen these reflections in order %o prepare your for any
adverslty phat may come upon us.

Not that I expect an active engagement soon. I know not what
the future has in store for us. But Oh My God grant that I may be
spared to again see you in health & happlness.

You have doubtless heard of our defeat in N. Carolina. But
1% was done by Qafﬁoowering numnbers., We though should not expect to
ce victorious in every battle & our defeats may yet prove a blessing
to our country & cause the war to close soon. Our soldlers in place
of belng dlscouraged will fight the Yanks with rédoubled energy &
vigor & those of our men who have not yet enlisted will see the nec-
2381ty of doing so & I doubt not that many will soon should their

ps

zuns & defend tneir country.

I alluded to the defeat of Wise on Rhonoak Island in N.C. I
also understand that a fleet of Lincoln 8 hirelings made thelr way

o~ 4 T o o) - o o Yy e . ) 1 m
Zown the Tennessse River on zun bosats. T hope now that those that
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are staylng at home & sayling they will go when they are needed will
now see that 1% 18 really necessary for them %o enlist. No excuse
is now left.
Too

My Dear Wifg I sometimes & very often/think of the happy times
that are past & gone Iforever (no not for ever). I think of our old
cottage home as humble & as poor as it was. Ihe happlest place on
earth to me. I think of the happy hours we have spent together around
our own fireside.

I think of my dear little boy I dream of those happy times.
I wish to God the times & clrcumstances were now what they were once.
3ut thls unhappy change has come over our country & her people &
what 18 the cause. Iy Dear Wife our separation & privatlions & may
say mlsfortunes & adversities are not our fault & the fickle dame may
yet have in store for us many hapny days of prosperity. 3ut the enemy
of our country must first be driven from our lovely soil. This is now
why I am so far from you. 3Sut I need not say anything about this.
Iou know all this as well as I do. I have sacrificed my little fortune
& many privatlions besides an the alter of my country & for my country
% the freedom of my wife & children would ever dare to dile. I will
say no more on %thls subject.

I have not received any monsey yet from the government. We hear
every day that we are to be pald off tomorrow but tomorrow has not
yet come & I need money. I want to buy something to eat. We get
slck & tired of nothing but beef & biscult. We want molasses & sugar
% gome other thlngs, milk & butter, but i1t takes money to get these
things.

My time will be our 1lst June. Save the chickens & eggs. You
may calculate to gilve my friends a little party. Tell Matilda &
father they may calculate %o give a little kick up to my friends.

I must now close all my friends send their love to you. Mur.
Holly sends his regards to you & Johnny & that other little chap
that he never saw. Glve my love to all. Tell your mother to write
to me. I send my sincere love, to you my devoted wife.

Your affectionate husband,
T 5. Taylor.

Mrs. 8. E. Taylor.

2.5, Glve this letter to 1ittle 2ud.
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