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HE Alabama Department of

Archives and History re-
ceived last week from Judge Ro-
maine Boyd of Birmingham the
sword which he wore as com-
manding officer of Company
“M,” First Alabama Volunteers
during the War with Spain in

service from Talladega. Since
that time he has made his resi-
| dence at Birmingham and was
one time on the Circuit Bench
from the 10th Judicial District.
Captain Boyd's Company was
made up of men from Talladega,
Birmingham, Pratt City, Irona-
town, Lineville, Ragland, Leeds
and several other North Alabama
points. The Muster-roll shows
that they, before it was over, had
several men from Marengo Coun-
ty and one or two from as far
South as Tallapoosa. iy

The Spanish-American War
formed an interesting phase in
our Military life and it is hoped
‘that the records of the Adjutant
General's office, now filed in the
Department of Archives and His-
tory, will sometime be complet-
ed fo the point that the Muster-
out Pay rolls can be brought in
to have a place in the files along
side 1he Muster-in-rolls which
are reasonably complete. A bul-
letin giving muster-rolls issued
by the Adjutant General on July
15, 1899, is General Orders Num-
ber 14. This shows that the First
Alabama was mustered in on
May 6, 1898, and mustered-out
October 21, 1898. The list is
reasonably correct, but quite a
few additions could be made to
it from data assembled in the De-
partment of Archives and History
in late years.

Colonel Elijah L, Higdon, com-
manded the Regiment and John
B. McDonald of the United States
Army served as Lieutenant-Col-
onel. One of the Majors was
Osceola Kyle, direct descendant
of the old Contederate officer of
that name. The original Adjutant
was Lucien C. Brown of Bir-
mingham. Lawrence E. Brown of
Scottsboro was Adjutant of the
Third Battalion. The Adjutant
of the First Battalion was Leon
Schwarz. This latter gentleman,
now in the evening of life hon-
oring the Military title of Col-
onel, bubbles over with reminis-
cences of this incident in his ca-
reer, The sword just presented
by Captain Boyd will have a
place in a case in the Military
Museum, in the Alabama Memo-
rial Building, with that of Col-
onel Iﬁ%:lun who presented the
| Flag of the First Alabama as well
as his own sword, some months
back. A splendid oil portrait of
Colonel McDonald as a General
Officer in the Army showing
him in the period of his service
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1898. Captain Boyd entered the

in Europe in 1918, is.on ihe walls.
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By PETER A. BRANNON

P. Hobson. Other emblematic
and memorial tributes are con-
templated for this space. The
Spanish-American War veterans
have shown much enthusiasm in
the project and are assisting in
every way, both financial and
through their sentimental inter-

est, in developing these memo- [T

rials.

Judge Romaine Boyd who was

born in Selma, is the son of a
Private in the Magnolia Cadets
who had distinguished service in
the Confederate Army, On the
other side of the family he comes
from those Tarvers who came
out of Georgia to Montgomery,
but who are of Virginia. Romaine
Boyd was educated in the pub-
lic schools of Talladega and at-
tended the United States Naval
Academy and the University of
Alabama. Colonel E, L. Higdon
was born in Tennessee. He went
to school at Buck-town in that
State, and at Murphy, North
Carolina, and in Georgia. He was
N ard officer in At-
lanta before he came to Alabama
where he enlisted as a Private
in Company “K" of the 2nd Regi-
ment in Birmingham, this latter
in 1887,
_ John B. McDonald was born
in Limestone County, attended
the United States Military Acad-
emy from Russell and served
through a long period as an of-
ficer in the United States Army,
being retired after World War
service.

Should any of the survivors
of old Company “M” see these
lines it is hoped that they will
go through their private memen-
toes and see if something ean
be added that will make the rec-
ords of that company more com-
plete, 7
made either at Camp Clark, or
Camp Coppinger in Mobile if
sent to the Department of Ar-
chives and History will add to
the records. Even though Span-
ish-American service was of no
long duration, the doecumentary
records are not complete, par-
ticularly in the matter of those
men who belonged to National |
Guard outfits some of whom vol-
unteered for service and were |
rejected and others of whom
went with eutfits in which they
had not served prior to 1898,

“Southern Martyrs”

“Southern Martyrs” is a very
good story of the participation
of these Alabama volunteers.
This volume is now much prized
by the few living survivors of
the two Regimenis, The Spanish-
American War veterans are com-
paratively small in number now
though guite a few of these men
served in World War number 1,
and these fellows of 1898 are
enthusiastic and anxious for serv-
ice now even though they are

Any papers and pictures |

classified as being beyond the ac-
tive age. Discussing Companv |

Getting it with big mosquitoes;
Taking quinine, sick or well,
Castor o1l and calomel;
Running out to see the “dum-
mies,
Calling one another ‘rummies’”;
Getting up at five o'clock,
Wanting fight and hearing talk;
ng we are not in clover,
Wondering when the war’ll be
over.”~”
(Original by Fred W, Raper, of

Birmingham.)



Schwarz. This latter gentleman,
now in the eyvening of life hon-
oring the Military title of Col-
onel, bubbles over with reminis-
cences of this incident in his ca-
reer. The sword just presented
by Captain Boyd will have a
place in a case in the Military
Museum, in the Alabama Memo-

onel Higdon who presenied the
Flag of the First Alabama as well
as his own sword, some months
back. A splendid oil portrait of
Colonel McDonald as a General
Officer in fthe Army showing
him in the period of his service
in Europe in 1918, is
SENUSem on'
Avenue, Tom Smith of Birming-
‘ham and Daniel McLeod of An-
niston were the other two Majors
who served with Osceola Kyle.
Doetor William J. Kernachan of
Florence was Regimental Sur-
geon, Owen F, Fitzsimmons of
Birmingham was Chaplain with
the rank of Captain. The Regi-

mental Quartermaster was Felix |

M, Wood. Richard M. Fletcher
of Hunisville was assistant sur-
| geon, '
. Company “M?” carried one
| hundred and seven men on its
‘rolls during service. Four were
.discharged and two died. The
| Company rendezvouxed at Mo-
bile and was later stationed af
[Miami during the Summer of
[ 1898. Theoretically the First Reg-
|iment was a North Alabama
Command, the Second Regiment
’a South Alabama Command,
| while the Third Alabama Regi-
'ment was made up of negroes
from all over the State. This lat-
ter was commanded by white of-
ficers.
0ld Mementos

Interesting pictures in the State
Military Museum are those show-
ing wagon trains of the First
Alabama Regiment moving camp
from the Mobile Bay site known
as Camp L, V. Clark to Camp
| Coppinger, Spring Hill. When one
compares these mule drawn ve-
hicles of that day with the Sta-
|tion wagons and Jeeps of the
present day it is a startling con-
trast. Colonel Higdon mounted
on his white charger, this pic-
ture made at Miami, looks most
unlike the officer of the present
time who is chauffeured by an
enlisted man, Another picture is
that of the Muster-out of the
First .Infaniry in October 1898,
at Kast Lake. This is the scene of

ston. Colonel. Higdon’s: white
horse has a prominent place in
the foreground here. A most un-
milifary piclure is that made May
4, 1898, of Colonel Higdon and
his Staff officers at Mobile
shortly after they made camp
there, Some of the men wear
service caps, some campaign hats,
and some citizens clothes. Some
wear their caps and hats and
others do not (perhaps they did
not have one). An interesting
picture, a contrasting one, is that
of the Colonel and his Staff at
Miami where they are all mount-
ed on horses. They all wear uni-
forms and campaign hats and
present a Military appearance.
Quite a few relics of the Span-
ish-American War days are on
display, among others being tihe
service uniform of Colonel James
W. Cox of the Second Regiment,
the uniform of Captain Henry
M. Bankhead, who was an of-
ficer in one of the Immune Regi-
ments and who saw service later
in the Philippines, the Commis-
sions of Captain Phil Stearne,
flags, swords and other things
of the sort, brought back by vet-
erans of the service.
Spanish-American War Lobby
The South lobby of the Ala-
bama Memorial Building, facing
Adams Avenue, has been set
aside for memorials of Spanish-
American War participation. The
“Hiker,” a mammoth emblematic
bronze figure depicting the en-
listed man of the period of 1898,
mounted on a base of Alabama
| white marble; greets the visitor
lon entrance. On either side are
bronze busts of General Joe

Wheeler and Captain Richmond

rial Building, with that of Col-

the review by Governor John-led by Miss Martha Lewis. Col-
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went with outfits in which they
had not served prior to 1898,

“Southern Martyrs”

“Southern Martyrs” is a very
good story of the participation
of these Alabama volunteers.
This volume is now much prized
by the few living survivors of
the two R%%iments. The Spanish-
American War veterans are com-
paratively small in number now
though quite a few of these men
seryed in World War number 1,
and these fellows of 1898 are
enthusiastic and anxious for serv-
ice now even though they are
classified as being bevond the ac-
tive age. Discussing Company
“M," Sergeant Koenigsberg. au-
thor of “Southern Martyrs;" says
the “Clark Rifles,” (also known
as the “Bowie Veolunteers”), that
the. Company was hurriedly
formed in Birmingham. of Lhirtv|
men who went from that citv and |
thirty-one men from Talladava,
The Pratt City group originally
had sixty men on its rolls, but
some of them joined other nutf:s
and thirteen of the forty-three
scheduled to leave Birminghum
got lost in the Crowd at the De-
pot when the Company entrained
for Mobile. It would appear
from this old forty year ago his-
tory of Company “M” that A. J.
Riley of Pratt City and Sidney
Bowie of Talladega were the
sponsors of these two groups of
men. Thomas Hardeman headed
the Pratt City group and on the
consolidation of the two com-
panies he became lst Lisutenant
and R. G, Mallett, 2nd Lieuten-
ant, when E. D. Johnston, a Prati
City man; was made Regimental
Adjutant. References show that
R. C. McFarland one time Cap-
tain of Company“ B,” in Bir-
mingham, had somewhat of a
spirited newspaper controversy
with Governor Johnston because
he wanted to raise this Company
|in Lauderdale County. He ~on-
sented fo consolidate with Cao-
tain Boyd's group from Talla-
dega, but it would appear that
McFarland was frozen out when
he was not elected to the 2nd
Lieutenancy over Mallett.

The Flag of the Regiment

The Regimental Flag, hand |
painted, was presented on behalf
of the women of Birmingham, by
Miss Louise Chisholm, at Camp
Clark on May 7, 1898. The “im-
pressive ceremony was celebrat-
{ed as the parting sunlight paint-
| ed the Tawny Bosom of the neigh-
|horing bay with a ruddy glow.”
The stand of colors was present-

onel Higdon received the Flag,
Lieutenant-Colonel McDonald re-
ceived the colors. Both made ap-
propriate and feeling remarks.
“Camp Life in a Nut-shell”
“Singing ballads, playing cards
Eating sidemeat, running guards;
Marching, drilling, exerecising,
Lying 'round philosophizing:
Digging ditches, learning tactics,
Standing guard until your back
aches;
Doing laundry, picking trash up:
Cleaning camp and dishing hash
up;
Cooking pork and taking baths,
Eating hardtack, cleaning paths;
Getting yellow as a tanyard,
Wondering when we'll meet the

Spamard;

| Getting letters from our folks,

| Snoozing, “boozing.” cracking
jokes;

Thinking of the folks—if not
them,

Then of sweethearts — those

. who've got them.
Reading papers, reading books,
Fasting, grumbling, ‘“cussing”
cooks;
Writing letters, cleaning tents up,
In our trousers sewing rents up; |

Stewing, growling, fretting, fuss- |

ing,
Kicking, howling, working, ‘“cuss- |
lng;” 1
Drilling like old-time cadets,
Smoking pipes and cigarettes; |
Telling stories, making wishes,
Splitting wood and washing
dishes;
Turning in at sound of “taps
Spouting verse and shooting
“eraps":
Wanting fight with Spain’s “coh-'
ceitos,”
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THE EDITORIAL commenting
on Frank Holt's retiring from
business—somewhat of a business

“obituary”—which appeared in
The Advertiser last week, inter-
ested me in that it is not often
that one lives to see in print,

good things said about him. More

often they are reserved until he
has passed on. Verily! Frank Holt
has been a part of Montgomery
since his beginning and his In-
stitution has survived through all
the wvissitudes beyond a half a
century, so there must have been
a reason, 1 think that reason was
Mr. Holt himself.

i I have enjoyed the friendship
of Frank Holt for about thirty-
five years. He is a typically, char-
| acteristic, Southern gentleman,
jand I have been honored in
| calling him my friend, I have joy
lin saying so while he is vet with
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Frank Holt—A Tradition

Frank Holt's Ford car, and 1
think I have it in most all po-
sitions. He was never one to ob-
jeet to you standing on the run-
ning board, or even the fender,
or getting on top if that was the
only way of getting there, and
if the trees, underbrush and
stumps along the roadside
scratched a little paint off, Mr,
Holt's feelings were never
wounded to the point of arous-
ing profane exclamations. Inci-
dentally if there was no road to
the place, Mr. Holt and his Ford
went there any way. It general-
ly went over, as well as along
down, the cotton rows. If the
old grown-up cemetery was
down in the middle of the field
we drove out to it. I have visit-
ed the Hamilton Cemetery, south
of Pintlala Creek, in that Ford

|car and it was not even mnear

s, T it sives him ‘pleasuresT |

{am all the more pleased, M.
| Holt's institution was not, in the
modern pa2rlance, a dry cleaning
establishment. His' plant cleaned
| clothes, and pressed clothes, and
over a long period of years, made
clothes. but when he started in
business it was a steam cleaning
plant and not a dry cleaning
plant. If I may say so, most of
the dry cleaning at the present
time is a make believe any how.
‘Much is not clean, the sweat
{odor may be out, but the gasoline
odor is not. T have always en-
joyed Mr. Holt's argument that
he did not propose to reduce his
prices to compete with his neigh-
bor’s, for he did not propose to
do less efficient service and he
couldn’'t render the right service
unless he charged accordingly. 1
| admired him, and I still admire a
man who has spinal intfegrity
enough to tell you that he can
not do something today when he
knows it couldn't possibly be
done before tomorrow. If I may
be so personal, when I first came
to Montgomery, and was in busi-
‘ness, I learned and insisted on
insisting, on the fact that goods,
merchandise, and service must
Inot be promised in twenty or
thirty minutes when it could not
be given in an hour. We had in-
stitutions, znd individuals, when
I first came here, who would posi-
tively tell the customer that the
|package would be ready in thirty
minutes, when they positively
knew, in the face of God, that
it could not be physically done
in an hour. We had those hypo-
crites then and we have them
now. Mr. Holt was not one,

Frank Holt is a man of divers
interests and enthusiasms. He was
an original member of the old
Bartram Natural History Society.
{He was an original member of

‘the plantation road which went
to the opld landing place near |

Manack Island.

When the Alabama Anthropo-
logical Society went to Coosa
Couniy on a two-day trip in 1914,
Frank Holt and his well-filled
Ford was there when the roll
was called. At the camp fire on
the hill overlooking Potchus-
hatchee Creek, Mr. Holt was an
interesting story teller and when
the eggs were scrambled the
next morning he had charge of
the frying pan. Then we had not
reached that psychology where
we are directed to share ex-
penses and to help with faeili-
tating transportation and oper-
ation in life's activities. Frank
Holt notified you by telephone
that he could take seven people
in his five passenger Ford very
comfortably and you went along
as his guest. He would have been
insulted had you offered to help
buy the gasoline, or to have the
car greased as your part of the
trip. Then those who had cars
furnished them, those without
cars rode in the ones furnished.
Personally I rather think times
were better then. (Even now
when I pick up somebody and
bring them to work I would pre-
fer that they did not offer me
the nickel which they were go-
ing to give the bus). On one of
those very pleasant outings
which were profitable from the
scientific viswpoint, I recall that
pur charming old friend Maj.
Daniel M. Andrews, of the Unit-
ed States Engineers’ office, re-
sponded when called on during
the relaxation period after the
mid-day picnic luncheon, and
even though it was in the early
part of 1916, he forecast, the en-

| vy of the United States inio the
Bartram Natural History Society |

World War, anticipated that some
of thdse present would partici-
pate in it and that we should
look forward to serious conse-

quences from the embroiling
disturbances in Europe. The
Nl R P L8 P b d A A b Al

By PETER A. BRANNON

more than one of his friends. 1
presume that he must have had |
a few left to make a bottle 0r|
two of wine. I know that many
swamp blackberries grow on the
adjacent Catoma today, and a
rich red, dry, sparkling bever- |
age of Alabama blackberries was |
always a feature when Mr. Holt
entertained his friends at home.
I have always associated Frank
Holt with blackberry wine and
Dave Johnston with spider- |
webbed covered bottles of scup- |
pernong wine. They have both |
perfected the art.

The Woodley Road, Frank Holt |
and the little cross-roads church‘
community South of himyg were
points of interest for auto travel-
ers of earlier days before there
was very much paving, when peo-
ple went out on Sunday afternocon
driving. I recall that there were
on _the r ne. or_iwo couniry.
homes where they had Delco
Lighting Systems. Rural tele-
phones thirty years ago were not
cquite as common as they are now,.
still there were a few out on the
Woodley Road. I do not know |
why the Narrow Lane Road is so |
called and I never understood
why it never got much beyond'
the Melnnis’, but I always sup-
posed that if the County ran the
line much further outl they would |
have to put a bridge across Ca-
toma Creek and the taxes in that
section of the County don't pay
the cost.

Holt's Dye Works on South
Court Sireef, in the same place
for fifty-two years, the Capitol
Clothing Store “on the Square”
for some long a term of years,
Todd’s Gun Store now on North
Court, having been In business
fifty or more years, Ruth’'s Jewel-
ry Store on the North side of Dex-
ter Avenue, (but not at the same
place), for quite a time, reminds
me that even though some estab-
lishments come and go, and
change and reorganize, and sell
ouf, and start over, others ap-
parently go on forever.

Many of us, so conservative
that we oppose changes. will have
to adapt ourselves to the chang-
ing times. McGehee Brothers
advertise the fact that they are
the oldest Drug Store in Moni-
gomery, and they are, but 1if]
seems only as yesterday when
Hardie and I went to school to-
gether. before he went in busi-
ness. Nachman and Meertief and
J. A. Weiss, and perhaps a half
a dozen others could be men-
tioned but thev are not old even
though fhey might antedat= 1900.
I was in Mr. Wiley's Grocery
Store the other day when a lady
visiting Montgomery asked Mr.
Nettles if he was not formerly
with the Brock Grocery Company.
He told her he was “raised in
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| be given in an hour. We had in-

stitutions, end individuals, when
I first came here, who would posi-
tively tell the customer that the
]package would be ready in thirty
minutes, when they positively
knew, in the face of God, that
it could not be physically done
in an hour.
crites then and we have them
now. Mr. Holt was not one,
Bariram Natural History Society
Frank Holt is a man of divers
interests and enthusiasms, He was

an original member of the old.

Bar{ram Natural History Society,
‘He wzs an
the Alabama Anthropological So- | 1,
ciety. 1 have been associated with
him in other groups and I en-
Joved these contacts even as 1
enjoy now his friendship. He has
always been sincere, honest and
honorable. Now that he has re-
{ired and hopes to reap the joys
which are promised for the eve-
ning of life, he does not need all
|of this boosting, but it is my hap-
'py privilege to say that I think
just that of him. I recall with
more then passing pleasure those
trips of the Bartram Natural

History Society when we spent

the mght in camp al “Breezy

Meadows™ not far from his home

South of town, those trips to Au-
tauga County when we hiked
from Boothe through Big Swamp
Creek and on out to catch the
irain at Forrester,
one of those trips when the re-
nowned Doctor Clyde Fisher of
the American Museum of Nat-
ural History was along. Mrs.
Fisher was a charming little lady
who even though she had ac-
companied the Docfor on many
of his nature frips, was not quite
equal to the barbed wire fences
and the August heat of the
Southland. Frank Holt, Lewis
Gglsan, Ernest Holt, Miss Olivia,
and some forty others on this
particular {rip will remember
that occasion. (Even though that

wes twenty-five or thirty years|ft

ago, most of the participants still
live, though
to the four corners of the earth).
No Natural History trips were
ever more remembered than those
to the home of Mr. Holt's moth-

er out at Barachias, In looking |
backwards I seem {o reczll at the

last one out there, “Sugar” Ing-
lis, Miss Sophia Watfs. Miss Ger-
trude Ryvan, Ernest Holt, Carol
Smith, the little brown headed
Jones girl and some forty-five
othe:
ouainted with Catoma — Creek
Swamp for miles of its length.
Believe it or not, I returned from
one of these Natural History
trips—that is from the “break-
up” rendezvous point, back to the
city, as the fourteenth passenger,
all of us occupying it at the same

lime, in Frank Holt's Model *T7

Ford. True it is that the road
over which we returned was an
improved one, though it wasn’t
‘paved then and has not been
paved since, but even so this
only illustrates that Frank Holt
gave up his time, his service,
and of his material opportiunities,
llberally. to mzke others happy
and in doing so, he made himself

Py :
Anlhropological Trips

While My, Holt gave his un-
divided attention to the oper-
ation of his business he could
siip away becasionally, The trip
to the Tom Ford place in Perry
County in 1920, stands out in
my mind as onz or more than
ordinary interest. Frank Holt's
Ford and George Graff's old
Nash, both, long past the six year
old age, phmged on over not
one inch of pavmg. through Sel-
ma and on out to Sprott, and
across the Cahaba River, up to
the Cahaba Old Towns (Indian
town sites of other days), where
camp was made and where
‘Frank Holt was among those
most prominently present when
it came to frying bacon and
secrambling eggs for breakfast,
(which we who were younger
ithen and more vigorous in our
campmg mstlncts were ﬂ‘tOl‘E
often wont fo participate in).
I have numerous pictures in my
kodak album which include

We had those hypo- |

c% iginal member of|.
n

particularly

they are scattered

rs who were pretty well ac-

which Were promable “from the
scientific vizwpoint, I recall that
pur charming old {riend Maj.
Daniel M. Andrews, of the Unit-
ed States Engmeers’ office, re-
sponded when called on durlng
the relaxation period after the
mid-day picnic luncheon, and

even though it was in the early
part of 1916, he forecast, the en-
iry of the United States into the
| World War, anticipated that some
of those present would partici-
pate in it and that we should
forward to serious conse-

look.
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advertice the fact that they are
the oldest Drug Store in Mont-
gomery, and they are, but it
seems only as yesterday when
Hardie and I went to school to-
gether., before he went in busi-
ness. Nachman and Meertief and
J. A. Weiss, and perhaps a half
a dozen others could be men-
fioned but thev are not old even
though they might antedats 1900,
I was in Mr. Wiley's Grocery
Store the other day when a lady
visiting Montgomery asked Mr.
Nettles if he was not formerly
with the Brock Gmcery Company.

| He told her he was “raised in

emha -|that store.” Perhaps there would.

Fup v A1l :
been v1s:.ted by DeSatos first
Europe expedition into the in-
terior of the Gulf Country and
while our visit on that occasion
three hundred and seventy-six
years later was distinetly not
concerned with interest in the
‘Europe War, the speaker in a
most mtoreshmg way contrasted
the European visit to America
with what probably would be
an American visit to Europe. I
suspect that the Major was one
of the earliest of Americans who
had realized that inevitably we
would have a part in it. Inci-
dentally Maj. Andrews went on

that expedition as a guest of

Frank Holt, that is to say he

‘went in Frank Holt's ¢ar. The

Major was himself a member of
the Anthropologlcal Society.
Scuppernongs and Blackberries
e not jumping in my ram-
blmgs from the sublime to the
ridiculous (for this chanacteris-
tic of Mr. Holt’s interesting per-
sonality is by no means ridicu-
lous, it is to my mind equally as
sublime as is his scientific in-
terest), I was amused to read
The Advertiser's editorial com-
ments concerning the character
of Mr. Holt's home-made wine.
I have always considered that
his blackberry' surpassed his
scuppernong wine. True it is that
tﬁs little plantation home out
ere is located on a sand spot

surrounded by an interesting

prairie section as one can vis-
ualize. on that sandy soil the
native American scuppernong
flourishes in no mean way. Mr.
Holt’s scuppernong arbor, in the
Fall of the yvear was a joy to

not be many here who would
acknowledge remembering if, but
I can recall when “Flowers and
Nettles” were in business and
visitors to Monigomery com-
mented that it was strange to see
“flowers growing with nettles.”
Rosemont Gardens at the same
$lace is not old, but Mr, Paterson
sold flowers at the corner of
Dexter Avenue when he had his
downtown store in Spann's Drug
Store shortly after the furn of the
century. I hope that as time
passes even though the personnel
which manages and carries on
these old institutions may change,
that the institution itself will live
on, I hope that Frank Holf, who
started Holt Dye Works ﬁfty -two
vears ago, will keep playing with
his garden and his patches and
his Scuppernong arbor and his to-
matoes for many years yet. Frank
Holt was born just off “Red
Bridge Road” and he got his morn-
ing’s coffee—when he first went
in business—at “Fleming’s Res-
taurant.” He once owned the
“old Doctor Samuel Holt house
(and plantation). at “Holt's Cross-
ing"” and the Holt Dve Works
clock. which opened “Fitzpatrick's
Cafe,” many years ago, was
pamted by “Doud the Sign Paint-
er,” Doctor L. L. Hill was a con-
sistent customer of the “Dye
Works™ for the fifty-two years of
his life with it. So, Frank Hol is,
b you must admit a Montgomery
tradifion, just as much as Ward 5,
Bogu]mma. Three-Mile Branch!
Peacock Track, Old Ship, The
Advertiser and those other things
that are positively Montgomery's.
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IFC)R MANY years after the
]__ Battle of Spanish Fort,
fought in A{:ril._ 1865, a large
iron cannon lay in the mud on
the eastern shore of Mobile Bay.
This “piece” is a Columbiad
which had been once mounted
{on a center-pivot ecarriage near
'the mouth of Blakeley River. It
was Redoubt No. Three, mount-

the defense of Mobile. The can-
non was moulded, or cast, at‘the
Selma Arsenal of the Confed-
erate government and was made
of Alabama iron. It was among
others shipped from Selma in the
late months of the War Between
| the States. The Lady Slocomb,
for that was the name given to
the gun by the men of the Louisi-
ana battery, was one of the guns
handled by the Fifth Combpany
of the Washington Artillery of
New Orleans, In that battery,
with this gun was the Cora Slo-
comb, the Lady Vaught. the The-
resa and the Louise. The Lady
Slocomb was an eight-inch gun
named for the wife of the cap-
tain of the battery. the Cora was
a three-inch rifle named for his
baby daughter: Lady Vaught was
named for the wife of the lieu-
' | tenant. The two mortars were
‘| so-called for the girl Apple Ven-
dors who stood at the battle
house door and were first seen
there by the Louisiana boys
when they came to Mobile for
duty under Gen. Gibson. Spanish
Fort was manned when Gen.
Dabney H., Maury sought {o pro-
tect it on the approach of Gen.
Canby's army after Farragut's
| fleet had gotten into Mobile Bay.
| Travelers on the Mobile high-
| way of today see, just before
[ they go down the long hill to
.| reach the bridgehead, a repro-
|ducticm in part and a restoration
in part of the old Spanish Fort
of Confederate days. This forti-
|fied place here was intended as

s

buffer to stop the advance against |

the Confederate troops further
up, and west, at old Blakeley,
The Battle of Blakeley was
fought on the same day that Lee
surrendered at Appomattox. A
small hand-full, literally, of Con-
federate troops, most of them
raw recruits and many of them
old men, made a greal stand
against Gen. Canby's division of
Federal troops. An Army engi-
neer would gettoday an interest-
ing experience from a visit fto
the old Blakeley battlefield. The
redoubts, gun mount mounds,
and alignments of the thrown-
up: earthworks show that a rath-
er stiff opposition was intend-
ed, and this explains how this
- | small group of men held out
|| against a much larger fighting
force. .
Redoubt Number Three

J. A. Chalaron, one of the last
surviving officers of the old
Washington A rtillery, writing
from New Orleans in January,

ed by the Confederate forces for |
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The Lady Slocomb

diately endeavored to obtain it,
but were met by a refusal to part
with it, from those who had it in

possession, After  the lapse of
vears, however, a desire to sell
was expressed by its holders.”
Other Historic Pieces

In this same connection we
might take note of other mounted
cannon which are used through-
out the country as monuments
and which I have no hesitancy in
saying I think should be leit as
such rather than be converted
into scrap. They are not “scrap”
and I am not willing to so con-
sider them. We must preserve
the traditions of our past, for a
country without monuments and
ruins is not going to survive.
think I saw a few days ago a let-
ter from one of the old Southern
battlefields in which the superin-
tendent of the National Park
stated that there were tons of old
cannon. balls which had no par-
ticular historic significance and
which had been piled there for
decorative and ornamental pur-
poses, rather than for historic
purposes, and he- offered these,
I had far rather scrap these and
remelt them than to begin yet to
tear down those things which
have such a vital part in our sen-
timental regard for our ftra-
ditions.

The Selma Arsenal

When the Confederate Govern-
ment was organized in 1861, they
immediately laid claim to the
Mount Vernon Military Reserva-
tion and the Federal Arsenal in
the northern part of Mobile Coun-
ty, and in order that the opera-
tions of the arsenal would be more
protected, ifs stored material as
well as the machinery and sup-
plies, were moved up to Selma
where during the period of. the
Confederacy much war material
was made of Alabama-mined iron
ore, and bullets were molded and
paper cartridges manufactured.
We speak today of women and
girls doing war work and being
used in the Defense Projects, but
we think that the women of the
60’s did nothing but pep up the
morale of Confederate soldiers,
All of this is a mistake for guite
a number of women were em-
ployed in the Selma Arsenal to
make eartridges and to do the
light work which women could
do. They worked on small arms
and did other jobs of that sort.
A want ad in the Selma Morning
Dispatch of July 27, 1864, was:

WANTED -

TWENTY-FIVE OR THIRTY
GIRLS, WOMEN OR BOYS at
Selma Arsenal, to make cart-

ridges. Apply to N. D. Cross,
Superintendent Laboratory, at
the Arsenal.

J. L. WHITE,

Lieut. Col. Commanding.
The Arsenal in Selma was at
the West terminus of Water
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basis for the story of our min-
eral development. I was asked
recently what the Confederate
government did for scrap in the
production of ifs necessary iron
implements of war. There was
| little scrap at that time. Most of
the iron was produced of ore
mined near the surface. Particu-
larlr was that the case in what
is now Tuscaloosa and Walker
Counties, The ore was nearer
the surface there, and in Talla-
dega and Calhoun Counties than
elsewhere. Miss Ethel Armes
with her story of “Coal and Iron
in Alabama,” published some 30
| years ago, gives a romantic pic-
| ture of the development of our
| industrial resources.
Alabama Iron

The flag ship Tennessee of the
Confederate fleet at Mobile is
guoted by one writer as having
been Commodore Jones particu-
lar and special pride. Her armor
was Shelby County iron and it is
claimed that it was superior 1o
any in the Federal Navy at that
time, The Shelby Iron Works
made what they term_e% plates of
“gunboat iron” and asTate as the
80s, these eight by three-inch
and sometimes 11 by five-inch
pieces were being used where
an “extra good piece of iron” was
needed for a particular job.
George Peacock, who was some-
time superintendent of the C, B.
Churchill and Company Foun-
dry at Natchez, Miss., came to
Columbiana in Shelby County,
Alabama, shortly after the fall
of Corinth, to construct a foun-
dry to finish a government con-
tract for the Confederacy. Ad-
miral Farragut's report shews
that the steamer Tennessee (The
Ram) was 209 feet in length and
40 feet broad with projected iron
prow two feet below the water
line, her sloping sides were cov-
ered with armor from five to six
inches in thickness. In the Ad-
miral’'s report he admits not a
shot fired from his fleet en-
tered the vessel. The whole
broadside of the Hartford, these
of nine-inch solid shot, were fired
w1thin‘ 10 feet of the boat and
they did not damage it. The Ten-
nessee only surrendered when
her smoke stack and her steer-
ing chains, both exposed, were
shot away. One 15-inch shot from
the Federal fleet did penetrate
the armor.

In later years Shelby County
iron was used by car wheel mak-
ers and much of it was produced
for that purpose.

The “Lady Slocomb” has gone
on to New Orleans having been
claimed by the descendents of
the old Washington Artillery
Company. A Mobile tradition, as
well as being rather pertinent-
ly factual, is that in the time
around the 1900s and a little lat-
er, when the old Mobile Rifles
and the Washington Artillery of

New Orleans, both organized in
1098  ~nt tnoather ot times 10




surrendered at Appomattox. A
‘small hand-full, literally, of Con-
federate 1iroops. most of them
raw recruits and many of them
old men, made a great stand
against Gen. Canby's division of
Federal troops. An Army engi-
neer would getf today an interest-
ing experience from a visit to
the old Blakeley battlefield. The
redoubts, gun mount mounds,
and alignments of the thrown-
up earthworks show that a rath-
er stiff opposition was intend-
ed, and this explains how this
small group of men held out
|| against a much larger fighting
: | force. -
Redoubt Number Three

J. A, Chalaron, one of the last
surviving officers of the old
Washington A rtillery, writing
from New Orleans in January,
1896, says of Redoubt Number
Three:

_ “The redoubt projected form-
ing a salient in our line that gave
us a sweeping fire along its front
to the right and leit of our posi-
tion, and the ‘Lady Slocomb’
was swung around from one side
o the other, carrying destruc-
tion, during the first part of the
siege, to the ranks and works of
the besiegers. But as the siege
progressed, we felt that some
breach would come when the
massing of the enemy's heavy
guns upon this, our largest gun.
on that side of the fort, would
demolish the gun and its redoubt.
Sure enough, on the evening of
the fourth of April, 1865, the
most terrific bombardment. of the
place yet felt occurred, and when
it slackened the ‘Lady Slocomb'
stood with a broken trunnion, a
shattered carriage, amidst the
ruins of the earthwork that sur-
rounded it. The gun, fortunately,
il was not dismounted, being held
level by an iron handspike that
had been thrust under its breech
from cheek to cheek of the car-
riage. Before taking to our bomb-
proof, when that fire of hell
burst upon us, a load of canister
had been inserted in the gun in
expectafion of an assault when
the Dbesiegers ceased their fire,
but they did not make the at-
tempt, to any extent, on that
day. This load of cannister was
in the gun when it was found 25
vears after. That night the gun,
with its carriage, was dismount-
ed and thrown near the spot it
had occupied, and there it re-
mained on the top of that bluff
until removed to Mobile. The
Federals abandoned it when they
carried away the serviceable
pieces captured with the fort.
The labor of transportation would
have been 10 times its value as
old iron. On the night of the
sixth of April, another 8&-inch
Columbiad and carriage, taken
from the water battery (the old
Spanish Fort proper) was mount-
ed where had stood the ‘Lady
Slocomb.” This gun was not used
in the last stages of the siege,
the foe being so close that our
ighter guns and Cochorn mor-
tars, which could be more rapid-
Iy handled and with less expo-
sure, were alone resoried to in the
death grapple. The ‘Lady Slo-
comb’ had fired 144 rounds of
shell, shot and grape, its first
fua-e being grape. It had buried
7,515 pounds of iron aft the en-
emy and had expended 1,440
pounds of powder. Around it 12
men and officers had been killed
and wounded. Corp. C. W. F
.| (still living) was in command of
‘| the immediate detachment that
had it in charge. The survivors
of the Fifth Company, upon
learning of its discovery, imme-
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we think that the women of ihe| 2

60’s did nothing but pep up the
morale of Confederate soldiers.
All of this is a mistake for quite
a number of women were em-
ployed in the Selma Arsenal to
make cartridges and to do the
light work which women could
do. They worked on small arms
and did other jobs of that sort.
A want ad in the Selma Morning
Dispatch of July 27, 1864, was:
WANTED -
TWENTY-FIVE OR THIRTY
GIRLS, WOMEN OR BOYS at
Selma Arsenal, to make -cart-

ridges., Apply to N. D. Cross,
Superintendent Laboratory, at
the Arsenal.

J. L. WHITE,

/ Lieut. Col. Commanding.

The Arsenal in Selma was at
the West terminus of Water
Street and on Church Street. It
extended some distance North on
Church. It then extended West
to what formerly was Donation
Street in Selma, now known as
Mabry. There was on this large
lot a two-story warehouse, a large
cotton yard and a number of
small houses, all of them being
surrounded by, or enclosed in a
high brick wall which reached at
some points eighteen feet. Back
of the brick wall and enclosing
the land on which were the
smaller sheds, or work shop
houses, there was a picket fence.
Here were two large artesian
wells which furnished not only
drinking water for the workers,
but the water used by the engine
and machinery. The contractors
doing work for the Government
and being supervised by the of-
ficers of the Arsenal, all had
their installations in this area.
As of Jan. 1, 1864, Lieut, Col.
James L. White, formerly of the
U. 8. Army, was Commandant of
the Post at Selma. Major J. C.
Compton was assistant to him.
Capt. John E. Logwood was the
military storekeeper and Lieut.
Rittenhouse Moore was inspector
of ammunition. Capt. N. B. Cross
was superintendent of the lab-
oratory. The executive officer
about the time of the close of the
war was Capt. Richard M. Nelson.
Col. John C. Moore was last com-
mandant there; he was a former
U. S. officer. The Naval Ord-
nance Works was under the direct
command of Commander Catesby
Ap R. Jones. Lieutenants C. C.
Rives and N. H. Van Zant, of the
Confederate States Navy, were
his chiel assistants.
paymaster was W. M. Ladd,

The Arsenal at Selma was, in
one of itsdivisions, a Navy yard.
The Ram Tennessee which fought
Farragut in the Fort Morgan en-
gagement was built at Selma and
several gunboats were made
there, among them the Selma,
Morgan and Gaines. That phase
of Confederate history is an in-
teresting one and a particularly
pertinent one at the present
time. The Birmingham District
was not to the front as early as
1860, most Alabama iron ore be-
ing taken out in the northwest-
ern part of the State, in Frank-
lin County, Bibb County, and
what 15 now Calhoun and Jack-
son. The old Confederate rolling
mill at Briarfield in Bibb Coun-
tv and many of those early ef-

The chief |

forts at the production of iron |

within 10 feet of the boat and
they did not damage it. The Ten-
nessee only surrendered when
her smoke stack and her steer-
ing chains, both exposed, were
shot away. One 15-inch shot from
the Federal fleet did penetrate
the armor. =,

_ In later years Shelby County
iron was used by car wheel mak-
ers and much of it was produced
for that purpose. {

The “Lady Slocomb™ has gone
on to New Orleans having been
claimed by the descendents of
the old Washington Artillery
Company. A Mobile tradition, as
well as being rather pertinent-
ly factual, is that in the time
around the 1900s and a little lat-
er, when the old Mobile Rifles
and the Washington Artillery of
New Orleans, both organized in

1836, got together at times fto

celebrate Washington’s birthday,
that being selected as their an-
niversary, they had great times.
One recent commentafor on these
occasions tells me that Coca-Cola
was scarcer at those suppers
than it is nmow at some drink-
ing places. For those who do not
understand, I would say that the
suppers of that day (which would
now be dignified by the name
of dinners), generally carried
from three to five entres and
wines of three or four different
colors during the meal, and with
toasts to the extent that gener-
ally, all present must propose
one, and champagne flowe

freely. :
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r AXES, shortage of labor, and

kindred disturbances con-
tributed by the exigencies of the

times, suggest that “blowing
rings” and “dreaming dreams’
through clouds of smoke in that
old time stage of perfect bliss is
destined to either cease, or be-
come far less a ftradition of
American life.

History records that the Amer-
ican was the original tobacco
smoker and we have prehistoric
evidences of the fact that he per-
fected an art in the doing of it.
We have as well, quite suffi-
cient historical evidence that it

life which reached 1
rungs of the social ladder, While
I personally have no patience

to say not much respect for),
cigaret smoking women, I must
admit that many of them now
do it. I was reared differently
I suppose and my antipathy is
rather an educational than en-
vironment viewpoint.

Snuff jars, cigar stores Indians,
| bottles in the shape of pipes and
| cigars, spittoons, tobacco caddies,
| plug chewing {obacco, and
might say, half-a-hundred other
traditions of American life, are
associated with tobacco, tobacco
| #moking, chewing and using, so
it must be admifted that the
habit, or custom is old and one
certainly a part of the life of the
nation. Any collection of Amer-
ican Archaeology will demon-
strate that the use of tobacco
formed no small part in the life
of the natives of this continent
Any collection of trade objects
brought in for commercial deal-
ings with the natives will dem-
onstrate that quite much ‘‘store”
was put on this phase of ex-
change goods. The Bennington
Potteries in New England, in the
carly days of the American ef-
fort, were competing with the
ceramic industries of the British
and turned out caddies, or cov-
‘ered jars, for tobacco and made
them in such attractive shapes
and sizes that they are today rare
items among the cultural things
which we see in many American
homes, Most of these present day
homes don’t use them for tobacco
jars, some collectors even use
them for sugar holders, but they
serve a very interesting pur-
pose as vases and ornamental
pieces which make living rooms
attractive, If I was only able—
and could get around the objec-
| tions of my wife,—nothing would
[makq _nie happier than to have

Throug

has been in all ages a phase of |
the higher |

with (and I might be tempted

.commercial
ing the initials on them, and the

TS
h The Years

Pipe Dreams

than ground tobacco. I do not
know whether any one can say
that the Indian knew how to
make cigarets, but we certain-
ly can say that he powdered the
tobacco leaves, mixing things
with them, for use as a smok-
ing mixture

Some three years ago at the
meeting of the Southern Histori-
cal Association al Lexington,
Ky., I listened to an autherity
on the production of tobacco and
I have often wondered whether
he had gone into the subject of
pipes with the thoroughness ol
which he discussed tobacco as
an industry in America, You
must have heard the early story,
which I recall about the date I
started to school, the one that
Sir Walter Raleigh's servant
threw the pitcher of water over
his head when he saw him ex-
haling smoke through his nose.
I was rather skeptical then, and
still am, for I never thought Ra-
leigh could draw in big lungs-
full of smoke and breathe it out
through his nose without either
getting strangled, or nauseated

i from the affect. Along with glass

beads imported to America as

trade goods for the Indians, we

find the wvery interesting long
stemmed white clay pipes known
to have been made in Holland
and sent to Great Britain as bub-
ble pives before the discovery of
tobacco. Obviously after tobacco
became quite commonly used
these bubble pipes served as
“smoking” pipes as well as
“blowing” pipes. (I see no use
for blowing bubbles with a pipe
anyhow, when you can do just
as well with a spool. 1 suppose
I have blown a half-a-million
with an ordinary spool. As I was
a country boy I never was in-
dulged with the ownership of a
store-bought bubble pipe). A stu-
dent of American history has a
fine opportunity to develop our
history by examin-

shapes of these trade pipes. Mam
of the makers were located in
northern Europe and later had
their places of business in Great
Britain. Many of them shipped
through Leyden to America and
in later years many of them
made good especially for the
American ftrade.

Some archaeologists say that
the small individual native clay
pipe, so very common in the
Gulf States, became much more
general in use and manufacture
by aboriginal peoples after the
white influenee.” That iz these

By PETER A. BRANNON

and see that I have not exag-
gerated when I make the state-
ment. If you will only look you
will find that hundreds of old
time cultural items like vases,
toothpick holders, match holders,
sugar dishes and nearly every-
thing else are now reproduced,
all to be used either as ash trays,
or cigar or cigaret holders, match
containers and such. Rare old
salt dishes, cup plates and pieces
of early American glass are
even desecrated now by being
used to protect the table from
ashes of a common ecigaret which
even with the tax paid is not
worth more than half-a-cent.
Sometimes the container sells for
more than 50 times what a whole
| carton of cigarets can be bought

for. So, you can see that the
“weed” must be held in high
esteem. (Maybe it is contempt

and these nice old pieces are
used to keep the “vile” ashes off
the carpet or rug, and the Hep-
plewite table).

Still, in consideration of all
the above, what must we think
of those very interesting hand-
ed-down traditions, Pat with his
straight stemmed pipe, the
Dutchman and his crooked pipe,
and the German with his long
stemmed porcelain receptacle
which he knew as a pipe. As
well we have that picture of the
Turk sitting in that fashion —
“Turkish style,” which every pic-
ture in itself is an Eastern Medi-
terranean folk custom, so with-
out a doubt the peoples before
the discovery of tobacco in
America must have been smok-
ing something, or the custom of
smoking tobacco became a world
wide habit quickly after Raleigh
introduced the weed into the
British Isles, Historians suggest
that opium was used as an in-
halent, therefore it must have
béen burnt in some way, or
smoked in a way, from the very
earliest of recorded times, so the
oriental custom of smoking is

"Americans are not the only ones

who have had Pipe Dreams
through the years of our lives.

Hartford Plans
Defense Schools

HARTFORD, ALA. Oct, 24.—
Prof. C. C. Edmonson and Gor-
don Holmes of the Hartford High
School faculty made a recent
trip to Geneva for the purpose

af  Arganizing  dafanss
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onstrate [Hat quite MUchH 51018
was put on this phase of ex-
change goods. The Bennington
Potteries in New Enzland, in the
carly days of the American ef-
fort, were competing with the
ceramic industries of the British
and turned out caddies, or cov-

+ered jars, for tobacco and made
them in such attractive shapes

and sizes that they are today rare
items among the cultural things
which we see in many American
homes. Most of these present day
homes don't use them for tfobacco
jars, some collectors even use
them for sugar holders, but they
serve a very interesting pur-
pose as vases and ornamental
pieces which make living rooms
attractive. If I was only able—
and could gef around the objec-
tions of my wife.—nothing would
make nie happier than to have
an old time wooden cigar store
Indian as a corner ornament in
my study. I think it would lend
“atmosphere” and be a fine rep-
resentative | of American indus-
trial effort, I never acquired the
habit of using R. J. R., Brown's
Mule, or any of the® other plug
tobaccos when I came along,

erefore 1 did not grow up with
the fancy Staffordshire cuspido
which was known locally and
commercially as a “spittoon,” but
I have seen them used in what
was reputed to be the best
homes., These rare objecis of
Royal blue and other colored
china and poreelain adorned
households whereas the big brass
ones were always found in the
old-time bar rooms. They were
accompaniments of the brass rail
days.

Tobacco and Culture

The use of tobacco and tobacco
used as an item of commerce,
have been always such vital
parts of American life that we
must accept tobacco and Amer-
ican culture as intimately inter-
locked, You will recall that
among the very earliest of de-
picted American scenes is an In-
dian with a long stemmed pipe
standing beside a hogshead filled
with leaf tobacco. Some Virginia
planfer must have visioned that
picture. Lorillord, the Tobaceco
House of Maryland, either adopt-
ed the idea, or was the originat-

lor, I do not know which, Snuff

jars were among the very earli-
est of American made glass: con-
tainers. The small amber brown
jars, in use up to a comparative
short time ago, and which were
lately surplanted by small tin

. cans, were practically imitations-

in-miniature of the old green
blown jar of the early 1700's.
Among the most interesting ol
snuff jars which if has been my
good {fortune to see are those
which came up from the British
gunboats sunk in the-York River
at the time Lord Cornwallis sur-
rendered in 1781, With the ex-
ception of being a little thicker
and perhaps not so expertly fin-
ished they are like the blown
ones. which you may even today,
in 1942, see used as borders for
flower beds in country yards.
American glass houses probably
originated the snuff jar as pow-
dered tobacco 15 later in it's use

with an ordinary spool. As I Wwas
a country boy I never was in-
dulged with the ownership of a
store-bought bubble pipe). A stu-
dent of American history has a
fine opportunity fo develop oar

commercial history by examin-

ing the initials on them, and the

shapes of these trade pipes. Many|

of the makers were located in
northern Burope and later had
their places of business in Great

Britain, Many of them shipped |-

through Leyden to America and
in later vears many of them
made good especially for the
American trade.

Some archaeologists say tihat
the small individual native clay
pipe, so very common in the
Gulf States, became much more
general in use and manufacture
by aboriginal peoples after the
white influence. That is, these
European frade pipes influenced
the native culfure to the extent
of the more elaborate and more
general making of these nipes.
Any interested student can find
in the Museum of the Depait-
ment of Archives and History
fine examples of both native and
trade pipes. The archaeological
collections of H. H. Paulin and
John K. MecEwen which are dis-
played in the Memorial Build-
ing, and, as well, a fine collzz-
tion of Dr. R. P. Burke's, which
may be seen in the Montgomery
Museum of Fine Arts, show as
fine a cross section of American
pipe specimens as can be seen
in the United States. The Bird
and effigy pines of Tennessee
and the Ohio Valleys are not as
common in the Lower Gulf

States as in and along the Ohio |

River States and the Lake Su-

perior region, but the same types |

may be found. We do have some
down here which they do not
have up there and they have
some in that region which we do
not have, but generally speak-
ing primitive and prehistoric
man made things alike 'even
though he lived in Canada, the
United States, Cuba, West In-
dies and Mexico, This latter
statement is not made with trep-
idation, for you may find a cul-
ture suegestive of the Yuccatan
Peninsula, the {able lands of
Mexico, and the Andes of South
America -right here within 20
miles of Montgomery, These few
here may have been brought in
as .trade objects it is true, but
we have them,

Tobacco in Our Present Life

As before said, tobacco was
early confined to the male part
of our population. Though we
all have heard of old ladies who
dipped snuff, practically any
American famﬂy will deny the
fact that their grandmothers
would even have thought of do-
ing so, I expect many were guil-
ty. At the present time the al-
most universal custom of cigaret
smoking is so general that the
tobacco industry, (and it's sup-
porting interests), is one of the
biggest of American businesses.
It takes a pretty good part of
our American man power to
manufacture these products. You
have only to look around you
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HAVE just learned that an

emergency Landing Field has
been mede of the old Tuckabat-
chee blantation site. Years ago
Hopothleyoholo lived there and
he inherited the property from
the Big Warrior of the Upper
Creek Indian Nation. In the after
vears Mr. Walter Sistrunk was
there and in still later years
Griel Brothers of Montgomery
owned the place. Tuckabatchee—
correctly Tukabahchi—was not
old as age of prehistoric towns
went, it does not much antedate
1700, and it was not there at the
time of the DeSolo journey in
1541. That is if there was any
settlement, it was a small place
and certainly not of the conse-
quence of later years.

From 1707 Charleston traders
were actively passing West
through the Tallapoosa Country,
they have left much in the rec-
ords as to the town of Tukabah-
chi. Charleston pack horse trad-
ers went “nigh to one thousand
miles into the interior” (a slight-
Iy exaggerated stztement), and
they passed by and through Tuc-
kabatchee town on their way to
the Mississippi River. We may
| well imagine that the natives who
were swapping Hickory and Wal-
nut oil, herbs, skins, and other
trade material for glass™ beads,

then could not have by any
strefch of the imagination, vis-
toned that two hundred years
later great birds propelled by
gasoline would be swooping down
on that plateau West of the Tal-
| lapoosa. Talisi was without any
‘question located in DeSoto's time
in or near, Durant’s Bend on the
Alabama River (that is West of
|Ber:tn:m in Lowndes County), but
lafter 1735 there was a Talisi East
|of the Tallapoosa River and near
the junction of the Eufaupe Creek,

But if there was a town or set-
tlement West of the River and
opposite, we have no very early
references to it by name. Later
historical information would in-
|dicate that this settlement, West
of the river, was the largest in
the Creek Nation, the Capitol of
the Upper Creeks, and one zround
which much of the history of the
Gulf Country is centered,

The Marker There

| The Alabama Anthropological

Coniat am Maw 21 1090 marked

{red lead paint and pocket knives-tpaoumseh's visit,

Through The Years |
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Tuckabatchee Is

.,
Ly

No More

By PETER A. BR

to accommodate ourselves to any-
body’s wishes. Recent develop-
ments would indicate that we
hay now swoop down on the
place, and fly away again at will,
Some Early Incidents Connected
With the Place

Perhaps one of the most To-
mantic of all of Tukabahchi's as-
sociations is that of the visit of
Tecumseh, the Shawnee leader,
in 1811, when he appeared there
daily, over, so we are told, a
period of a week, to eventually
make that celebrated speech
when he sought to impress the
Creeks assembled for the con-
ference there, that if they did not
join with the Lake's Indians as
allies of the British, in the fight
against the early settlers in the
gulf country that he would stamp
his foot when their houses would
fall down. It is a historically
recorded fact that Tecumseh and
his brother the Prophet visited
half-a-dozén towns in the present
Alabama in their efforts to encite
the Indians and that he was not
successful, though the Creek War
of 1813-14 may have resulted in
part from this visit, Colonel Ben-
jamin Hawkins, the U. S. Indian
Agent was present and some have
claimed that Sam Dale the cele-
brated Alabama pioneer was

prﬁsenl._'ﬂa-km_khat_tha_ﬂmr
ish had agents here at the time o
Certainly Las-
lie, the partner in the Panton
Firm at Pensacola, was among
those present and this Tuka-
bachchi incident was no doubt
contributory to the subsequent
unrest fomented by the British
and Spanish traders at Pensacola
who seold the goods to the Upper
Creeks group at the time of the
visit which resulted in the fight
at Burnt Corn Creek in the Sum-
mer of 1813,

An old story in Alabama’s In-
dian history is that told of Tecum-
seh’s visit when at the end of the
week he warned them that if they
did not join in the insurrection
against the settlers that when he
reached Detroit he would stamp
his foot and their houses would
fall down. It is a historical fact
that about two months after Te-
cumseh left Tuckabatchee Square
that a cyclone passed through
this middle Gulf Country and
many of the cabins at Tucka-
batchee were destroyed. The In-

ANNON

of Eufaube Creek, but we must
fdmit that the site on the East,
at the river, is much older.

_ The Tukabahchi Plates, the ob-
Jects so spectacularly referred to
by Colonel Albert J. Pickett, in
his History of Alabama, published
in 1851, are perhaps the items
from that site which have made
theshistory of the location nation-
wide, if not world-wide. -~As
originally thought, these five ob-
jects carried by the Creeks, to
the West when they left in 1838,
were the only ones in existence.
(The whereabouts of those car-
ried to the West is not at the
present day known and the secref
of their origin was closely
guarded by the nafives). Arch-
aeologists in recent years have
unearthed half-a-dozen others ex-
actly like those transported in
1836 and you may see these foday
in  museums in Montgomery.
There is little doubt that they
have the ceremonial wvalue
ascribed to them. They may have
been reverently prized by the na-
tives of later days on account of
their sentimental association, but
when one examines them, he
must conclude that they are metal
of a trade character and they ap-

parts of casks, or some container
~of the sort which must have been
brought early into this country,
This metal was utilized by the In-
dians with which t{o make ob-
jects of ceremonial import. They
appear to be bronze, or metalized
brass and they very closely re-
semble pieces of heads of a metal
barrel, or perhaps a powder con-
tainer.

Colonel Pickett's story of these
plates is a most interesting one
and the history of Tukabahchi
would be incomplete without it. In
1836 the natives were apparent-
ly ignorant of the origin of them.
They_ were either left by the
Spanish expedition of DeSoto, at
one of his many stops, or were
bieces of metal secured in irade
with white men and fashioned
into these shapes by the natives.
They resemble aboriginal pieces,
one of those pictured by Colonel
Pickett being quite alike the so-
called “hoe shaped implement”
of the Southern Indians.

Archaeological work done af
Tuckabatchee shows that much of

a

dians considered this as a fulfill-

the trade goods coming into the
MidAls (BT S arimbes wannhard thie

pear very much to, have been



of the Tallapoosa River and near
the junction of the Eufaupe Creek.

But if there was a town or set-
tlement West of the River and
opposite, we have no very early
references to it by name. Later
historical information would in-
dicate that this settlement, West
of the river, was the largest in
the Creek Nation, the Capitol of
the Upper Creeks, and one sround
which much of the history of the
Guli Country is centered.

The Marker There _

The Alabama Anthropological
Society, on May 21, 1929, marked
the site of "“Tukabahchi” in order
that future posterity might have
the story of the place and since
that time many have visited
there and have read of its con-
tribution to American history.
Through the instrumentfality of
Mr. Fred Cramton, of Monigom-
ery, a mound of native boulders,
superimposed with one of even
larger proportion, was erected at
the old "Council tree” site. This
old tree had been a tradition
since Indian days up to the time
of its destruction a short time be-
fore this when it was practically
demolished by a wind storm. The
“Council Oak,” a tree of about
one hundred feet spread, was the
supposed-to-be site of the home
of Hopothleyoholo, where had
formerly lived Big Warrior, and
near which was the *“Council
House” of the Capital of the Na-

‘tion. The bronze tablet which was

set on to the boulder from the
nearby river bed, and on which
was embrazened the history of
Tukabahechi, was stolen some
few years ago during the “epi-

demic” of thefts of such things,

‘the point has been tak

but it was later recovered. It had
never been re-set and _n_qw_t:h';g
least for the duration, by the
Government, the probabilities are
that it will not be for sometime
to come. The placing of the Tuk-
abahchi Marker had the very en-

| thusiastic interest of Doctor H. B.

Battle and Mrs. B. J. Baldwin.
Doctor Battle was at the time
President of the Alabama An-
thropological Society, and Mrs.
Baldwin’s interest was keenly
alive from the fact that it was
here that she was born. My own
personal interest in Tukabahchi
extends back some forty years,
for it was about this time that I
began a correspondence with a
party who had picked up on this
site, meny relies of its prehis-
toric people. I subsequently knew
Mr. Coker who lived there and
I had the rare experience of en-
joying the recollections of Wil-

‘liam T. Sheehan'’s first visit when

ihe went shortly after this time

in the interest of The Montgom-
ery Advertiser, to develop a story
of that place. There was at one
time a conductor on the Tallassee
and Montgomery Railroad—that
little line which connected the

'Western of Alabama at Milstead

with the town of Tallassee—who
had always been interested in the
“Tukabahchi Field” and collect-
ed lots of things from there. So
I grew up with the traditions of
the place although I had no per-
sonal contacts. My first visit to
the site was in 1909 and I have
some very interesting pictures of
the little station platform and the

lgroup of us who sat there wait-

ing for the train to come down
late in the afternoon to put us
across the river. In those days
(and we are about fo get back
to it now), we depended largely
on the trains to get anywhere

eand we accommodated ourselves |-

to schedules. In later years I have
been many times to the site, but
we left here when we wanted to,
went by auto, stayed as long as
we wanted to. and did not have

An old story in Alabama's In-
dian history is that told of Tecum-
seh’s visit when af the end of the
week he warned them that if they
did not join in the insurrection
against the settlers that when he
reached Detroit he would stamp
his foot and their houses would
fall down, It is a historical fact
that about two months after Te-
cumseh left Tuckabatchee Square
that a cyclone passed through
this middle Gulf Country and
many of the cabins at Tucka-
batchee were destroyed. The In-
dians considered this as a fulfill-
ment of Tecumseh's threat.
an arm of Lake Martin, at old
Kailaidshi, you will foday find on
a little island now surrounded by
water, a large stone, a native
‘boulder, imprinted in which is a
very good representation of a
foot. Even though it is nine feet
long, it has been since it's dis-
covery, credited with ‘being Te-
cumseh's foot print. I

‘The Big Warrior, who had a
wife from among the Northern

‘tribes, which wife was the mother

of Tuskena, was not effected by
the emotions of Tecumseh at the
time of his visit in 1811 and was
consistently a friend of the whites
Until he died in 1824. Opotheleyo-
hola, about as often written Hopo-
thleyohola—was the grandson of
a white man and one of three
Northern blood women, but he
likewise was a friend of the
Southern whites,  This latter man.
the Speaker of the Nation, and
who served as the Chief of the
Creeks after the death of Little
Prince at Coweta in 1832, went
West with the remnants of the
tribe in 1836-37 and died in Kan-
sas about 1866. Any interested
student will find a wvery nice

'sketch together with a portrait of
him in that series of wvolumes

“McKinney and Hall's” Portrait
Gallery of American Indians,”
and the skeich published therein

shows that he was a descendent
of the 'Cornells, white men who

married into the family of Sehoy
of Taskigi Town, whose blood
permeated through most of the
leading characters of Culf State
Indians, certainly in historie
times. These Cornells were not
only traders, but were political
schemers as well. The late ones
were typical “Americans.” They
were of French, Scotch, English
and true American Indian blood
and they practiced all the wiles
of all these nationalities.
- Abroriginal Associations
The location of Tukabachi with
an adjacent mound and the fact
that there is pretty conclusive evi-
dence that it must have been
founded after the coming of the
first white people through this
seetion, would tend to rather
rove that the Southern Indians
yuilt mounds and made many
stone, shell, clay and native
fabricated things after 1550. The
archaeological evidences taken
out at Tukabahchi in recent years
show quite many objects practi-
cally alike those from known pre-
historic sites, so the natives with-
out a doubt were merely follow-
ing in the footsteps of their primi-
tive ancestors in the fabrication
of their native arts. Stone celts,
and shell objects are the oldest
of the archaeological remains of
the Gulf Country. I would un-
hesitatingly say that they ante-
dated by many years ceramic
utensils.  Pipes, gorgets and il-
lustrated object from Tukabahchi
are similar to those things found
across the river East, at the mouth

In

1836 the natives were apparent-
ly ignorant of the origin of them.
They were either left by the
Spanish expedition of DeSoto, at
one of his many stops, or were
pieces of metal secured in trade
with white men and fashioned
into these shapes by the natives.
They resemble aboriginal pieces,
one of those pictured by Colonel
Pickett being quite alike the so-
called “hoe shaped implement”
of the Southern Indians.

Archaeological work done af
Tuckabatchee shows. that much of
the trade goods coming into the
Middle Gulf Country reached this
place and one can make a very
good study of the American In-
dian trade through an examina-
tion of this material. Like many
other of these former Indian sites,
the Tuckabatchee Town site will
perhaps be lost to scientific study
for the rest of time, but even so,
there were quite a few towns in
the Gulf Country and by contrast
we may learn much yet about the
Indians as we develop those until
now not located.



iRY' ADVERTISER

+*

SUNDAY,

r

ONE WILLIAM G. STEVEN-
SON, in New York City, on
September 15, 1862, signed the
preface of a little volume pub-
lished by A. S. Barnes and Burr,
which he called “Thirteen.Months
‘in' the” Rebel Army.” He said it
was a personal narrative.of his
experiences in the Infantry, in
the Ordnance, in the Cavalry, as
@ Courier, and in the hospital
services, and he attempted fo ex-
hibit the “power, purposes, earn-
estness, Military despotism and
demoralization of the South.”
While I would by no means con-
done his manner of approach, and
I am not willing to accept all he
says, 1 have been quite much in-
terested in sections of the little
volume (which contains seven
chapters), part which deals large-
ly with the stay in Alabama, and
particularly in that part which
mentions Selma and Montgom-
| ery. !
This spy, for he admits him-
fself that he was actually one, was
serving during the last period of

Throug

his stay with the Confederate
Army, as Assistant Surgeon on
Staff of Doctor J. C. Nott. His
fdecision to take up hospital work
after having been in the Infan-
try, the Ordnance, the Cavalry
and as a Courier, seems ig have
been influenced by the fact that
while at school in New York he
had frequented the hospitals and
had attended two courses of med-
ical lectures. He said he had spe-
cial fondness, if not aptitude,
for the  study of medicine. He
was a eivilian Surgeon following
his discharge from the Army on
April 12, 1862, and left Corinth
for Mohile with forty wounded
men on the 17th of April. These
wounded men were carried in
box cars and the special train
|stopped at each station long
|enough to receive provisions from
citizens along the line, Mr. Mar-
iin, a wealthy man living near
Lauderdale: Springs, Mississippl
provided a wagon load of stores
and the ladies .along the waw
showered the wounded men with
flowers, jellies and cakes. The
writer interpreted this exuber-
ance of supplies voluntarily fur-
| nished, as an “index of the feel-
ing of the masses in the South,
to the cause in which they have
embarked their all.” The special
train required two and one-hal{l
days to travel from Corinth fo
Mobile, The people of that city.|

f‘l The Years

A New Yorker In The Confederate Army In 1862

ma the next day by fast boat.
They were met by the people of
Selma who reached the landing
in earriages, to convey the
wounded to an improvised hos-
pital fitted up in a large Female
Seminary building. He says that
the girls' school at Selma
been “scattered” by the War.
Doctor Stevenson's ward in the
building was the music room, one
of the wings of the hospital, A
quotation from his is:

“Here again we were bur-
dened with kindness from ,the
ladies, Wines, jellies, strawber-
ries, cakes, flowers, were always
abundant, served by beautitul
women, with the most bewitch-

ing smiles. I had been so long|

cut off from refined female so-
ciety, that I apporeciated most

By PETER A. BRANNON

profoundly their kind attentions. |

So intent were they upon con-
fributing to the comfort of the
men who had been wounded in
protecting their homes, as they
regarded it, that they brought a
piano info my ward, and the
young ladies vied with each oth-
er in delectating *us with the
Marseillaise, Dixie, and like pa-
triotic songs, interspersing oc-
casionally something about moon-
light walks in Southern bowers,
etc.. which
not allow me to suppose had any

reference to the tall young sur-|

geon."”

The description of Selma is in
itself so interesting th;i 1 quote
a paragraph from the volume:

“Selma is a beautiful gwn of
three or four thousand inhabi-
tants, situated on the right bank
of the Alabama River, on a level
plateau. stretching off from the
bank, which rises from 40 t{o 50
feet above the river. by a sieep
ascent. A distinguished feature
of the place is its Artesian wells.
said to be equal to any in the
world. In the main street of the
town, at the crossing of other
streets, are reservoirs, five in
number, which receive the wa-
ter thrown up from a depth of

many hundred feet, and in guan- | ;

tity far bevond the demands of
the inhabitants. The water is
slichtly impregnated with min-

eral qualities, 1s pleasant to the

taste, and regarded as medici-
nal. The people of Selma are gen-
erally highly intelligent and re-
fined, and no more pleasant ac-
guaintances did I form in the
South than here. Their zeal for
the Rebel cause was up fo fever
heat, and their benevolence for
its soldiers without stint. The

my madesty would |

' must be admitted that

had |
| nently,

though he was not sympathetic
with the South, there is nothing
of a vulgar character with ref-
erence to the people of the South
in the entire volume. While he
exaggerates. some conditions it
he has
made some observations perti-
which might have not
been admitted at that time, but
which a student of the period
must now admit were quite true.

Applying Our Present Attitude

When he published his book
after he reached home, Steven- |
son said:

“When will the North wake up |
to. a true and manly patriotism |
in the defense of their national |
life, now threatened by the tliger-
grasp of this atrocious Rebellion?
Hundreds upon hundreds of
young men I see in stores and
shops, doing work that women |
could do quite as well; and large
numbers of older men who have
grown wealthy under the pro-
tection of our benigh govern-
ment, are idly grieving over the
taxation which the war imposes,
and meanly asking if it will not
soon end, that their coffers may
become plethoric of gold; while
the question is still unsettled
whether the Rebellion shall
sweep them and their all into
the vortex of ruin and anarchy.
The North is asleep! and it will
become the sleep of death. na-
tional death, if a new spirit be
not sneedily awaked!”

Remember that was written
80 vears ago, what about it now?
. The proof reader for the pub-
lishers, injected as a part of the
loose sheets fronting the {itle
page, a paragraph comparable to
my own observation just above,
and on account of the fact that
the publication is so unigue, 1
am using it.

“The temper of the book is
scarcely less noteworthv than its
fund of incident and anecdote.
Parson Brownlow’s book and
speeches are brimful of invec-
tive. He's a good hater, indeed.
He claimed in his Academy of

Music _speech that, ‘If there was
anything on God's earth that he
was made for, it was to pile up
epithets against this infernal re-
bellion!" Chacun a son gout. Our
voung author has struck a hard-
er blow at the Confederacy by
his damaging facts, than if he
had intensified them with the
vocabulary of profanity and vitu-
peration, There has been more
than enough of bitter words.
North and‘_South; ‘it is now a

mrrmnd b v




enough to receive provisions from
citizens along the line. Mr, Mar-
tin, a wealthy man living near
Lauderdale Springs, Mississippl
provided a wagon load of sfores
and the ladies along the wawy
showered the wounded men with
flowers, jellies and cakes. The
writer interpreted this exuber-
ance of supplies voluntarily fur-
nished, as an “index of the feel-
'ing of the masses in the South,
to the cause in which they have
embarked their all.” The special
train required two and one-half
days to travel from Corinth to
Mobile, The people of that city,
Mobile, met the wounded men
with carriages and took them to
spacious and airy hospitals whers
there was every comfert and ne-
cessity. Servants carried in their |
arms, men too badly wounded to
ride in carriages. “Doctor” Ste-
venson (we will call him such),
found four thousand troops
“hanging around” the city and
Fort Morgan strongly guarded,
the Union fleet lying far out intor
|the Gulf. The would-be dactor
thad welcomed the opportunity to
get to Mobile for he hoped to
|escape to the Nerth by either
|getting out to the blockading
fleet, or in someway other than
this after getting his pay that
was due from the Confederaie
Government. He found he could
not reach the fleet, so he aban-
doned that effort. y
Censorship )

The Doctor found Mobile “com-
merecially stagnant.” Many of the
stores were closed and every-
thing looked gloomy. The arrival
from Havanna of a boat load of
coffee, cigars and such produced
a temporary and feeble excite-
ment, but the blockade was be-
ginning to tighten and not much
business was coming into the
South. A very interesting phrase,
to me, of the story which runs
throughout the book is his very
pertinent feeling of dissatisfac-
tion toward what he calls the
“rigid surveillance of the press”
maintained throughout the coun-
try. He says early in the year
1862, Southern papers had boast-
ed of the number of ships which
ran the blockade and they had
given their names and the places
from which they came and the
amount of cargoes. The Govern-
ment forbid this information get-
ting to the public, “wisely for
their interests.” He says recent-
Iy he had seen no menlion In
Southern papers of the imporia-
tion of cannon, or anything else
except in purposely blind phrases.
Evidently there was a very de-
termined muzzling of the press
for the newspapers were exercis-
ing a censorship comparable to
the present time.

Transier to Selma

Surgeon Stevenson was direct-
ed by Doctor Nott to take charge
of the hospital at Selma and to
‘work under Doctor W. P. Reese
who was Post Surgeon. They left
Mobile on the 21st of April. (he

in charge of the twenty-three
wounded men). ar.d reached Sel-

~ST6HPEd 3T 6ach  station ]o?;? World, In the main street of the

town, at the crossing of other
streets, are reservoirs, five in
number, which receive the wa-
ter thrown up from a depth of
many hundred feet, and in quan-
tity far beyond the demands of
the inhabitants. The water is
slizhtly impregnated with min-
eral qualities, is pleasant to the
taste, and regarded as medici-
nal. The people of Selma are gen-
erally highly intelligent and re-
fined. and no more pleasant ac-
guaintances did I form in the
South than here. Their zeal for
the Rebel cause was up to fever
heat, and their benevolence for
its . soldiers without stint. The
provisions for the hospital were
furnished gratuitously by a com-
mittee of the Relief Association,
and they appeared grieved that
we made no more demands upon
them. That my hospital was a
model of neatness and perfec-¢
tion in its line. was attested by
a report of Adjutant-Gen. Coop-
er, who visited, incognito, the
hospitals through the South

*while I was at Selma. He gave

it the preference over all he had
seen, in a publication which ap-
peared shortly after this time in
the Southern papers.” ;
The War in Alabama in '62

He himself was anxious fo get
out of the South and he realized
that inasmuch as his patients in
the hospital were all recovering
he must thake a soecial effort to
do something o get beyond the
lines, He says that the force of
publie opinion in Selma was such
that no men able to fight could
remain there,

ery able bodied voung man_ was
constrained to enlist, Some
months previous to this a gen-
tleman was known fo be engaged
to an early marriage and hence
declined to volunteer, When his
betrothed, a charming girl and a
devoted lover, heard of his re-
fusal she sent him by the hand
of a sldve, a package enclosing
a note. The package contained a
ladies’ skirt and crinoline and
the note was in these terse
words: “Wear these or wvolun-
teer.” He volunteered, How
much different are we today
than that?

_Bidding Dr. Reese take care
of the men until her return,
“Doctor” Stevenson took the bhoat
for Montgomery, ostensively to
put his horses on a vplantation in
the interior. and through some
stratesy obtained Confederate
transportation to
where after quite a few experi-
ences he escaped through the

] The unmarried |
ladies were so patriotic that ev- |

|
1

Chattanooga |

Confederate lines in eventually |

reach his home in the North. He
tells rather interesting stories of
how he did this.

_ The volume “Thirteen Months” |
is, all in all, something different |

from what we are accustomed to
seeing and has impressed me in
one very pertinently way. Even

carcelv less noleworthy than its |

fund of incident and anecdote.
Parson Brownlow’s book and
speeches are brimful of invec-
tive. He's a good hater, indeed.
He claimed in his Academy of

‘Music_speech that, ‘If there was

anything on God's earth that he
was made for, it was to pile up
epithets against this infernal re-
bellion!” Chacun a son gout. Our
voung author has struck a hard-
er blow at the Confederacy by
his damaging facts, than if he
had intensified them with the
vocabulary of profanity and vitu-
peration. There has been more
than enough of bitter words.
North and South; it is now a
question of strength, and skill,
id endurance. This book will
teach us to respect the energy,
while we detest the principles,
of this stupendous rebellion.”
_We have had many Northern
viewpoints of the war given us
and during the days of recon-
struction there was much of Par-
son Brownlow's guality of invee-
tive, but this young man of sev-
eral qualifications who through-
out most of his small volume
seems more interested in his no-
ble horse Selim than in any other
phase of his life in the South.
has, to say the least of it, given
an interesting storv.
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DURI'NG recent years, interest
in the engagement between
the Upper Creek Indians

and
General Andrew Jackson, at
Horse Shoe Bend, has been re-
vived to the extent that a great
many visitors have gone to that
point twelve miles north of Dade-
ville in Tallapoosa County, even
though there is little today to re-
mind one of its importance in
American history.

A Congressional Marker sur-
mounts the hill overlooking the
point of the Horse Shoe at the
site of old Tohopeka, and a small
monument erected by the United

. Daughters of 1812 is at the point
i where the Indians had a breast-

work, but with the exception of
these two reminders, a wvisifor
would never know anything hap-
bened there. General Jackson
fotight the Indians at the Horse
Shoe Bend of the Tallapoosa
River, on the 27th of March, 1814.
The Marker says that the engage-
ment was on the 28th, but you
mist not accept this statement for
it is in error. 5
had with him the major portion
of this Tennessee Volunteers.
They had seen service during the
Winter of 1813-14, and had
reached the Tallapoosa from the
latest established Post, Fort Wil-
liams. at the mouth of the Atchi-
nahatchee Creek on the Coosa,
and he had as well, a few cavalry-
men under General John Coffee,
and a few Cherokee Indians from
the Northeastern fowns up near
the Nichajack. Jackson's "Ten-
nesseans were further reinforced
by some Lower Creeks under

General Jackson |

P o )

The=Yz;'s

Whale’s Rifles

vania Avenue, Washington, sil-
versmith. The lock bore the
name of Joseph Golcher, One
John Golcher was a gunsmith in

establishment during the Ameri-
can Revolution and his handiwork
is in several museums. Joseph
was undoubtedly a son of this
man. (At least he is so con-
sidered by authorities on the sub-
ject). The musket is sixty inches
over all (it is a Musket not a
Rifle), has a forty-four and one-
half-inch barrel which is octa-
gon shaped. and is heavily orna-
mented, It weighs eight and
| three-fourths pounds. The gun
| exhibited in 1914 is not exactly
| like the desecription of the one

son in 1816. It is an historical
fact the one ordered by the Presi-
dent for that Cherokee Warrior
who participated at the Horse
| Shoe was not delivered to him
| when the others were, therefore
it is only reasonable to assume
ihat this one, which is inseribed
“presented by ‘the President of
the United States to Whale,” was
the one which was made in 1843
aiter General Butler became in-
lerested in seeing that he was re-
warded. The engraving is on the
| Iid of the cap box which is set into
| the right side of the stock. On
the top of the stock of this par-
ticular rifle, next the shoulder,
[i8 a hole, or cavity, indicating that

o oh SDartibas dubuniing c’f-'zmd Hall in those celebrated vol-

some character, doubtless the
likeness of General Jackson, re-

Major William MeIntosh from |ferred to in the original descrip-

Coweta on the Chattahoochee

tion.
The Columbus: Demoerat, on

Eastern Pennsylvania who had an |

{ordered by President James Madi-

By PETER A. BRANNONM

by Robert Keyworth,”a Pennsyl-| tiful ahd workmanlike manner,

| the costume of a woman and lay-

by Robert Keyworth, Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.—Washington Cor-
respondent Baliimore Sun!
Menawa

Students who have read Col.
Albert J. Pickett’s story of the
Battle of Horse-Shoe Bend will
remember the statement that
Menawa lay under the water of
the river breathing through a
reed. Others know the story of
Gen, Woodward who said that
Menawa escaped capture after
he was wounded by putting on

ing among the dead until night-
fall. Which ever story you may
believy. it is a known faet that
after the ‘close of the war he
lived for a time at Cahaba Old
Town (in our present Perry
County), until it was safe for
him to return to the Tallapoesa
Country. This Chief's subsequent
connection with Alabama was an
interesting one for it was he at
the head of 100 Hillabee Indians
who executed the laws of the
Creek Nation when they put
Gen. William MecIntosh to death
in March, 1825, at his home in
Carroll County, Georgia. There
is little known of him subse-
quent to this 1825 incident. The
Creeks went Wesi, across the
Mississippi River, in 1836, and
there is no menifon of his going,
so he is probably buried in Tal-
lapoosa County near Dadeville.
At one time he was of Okfuski
Town, His portrait is one of the
many published by MecKinney

umes, Portrait Gallery of Amer-
ican Indians and Alabamians at
least vie with one another in se-
curing copies of if.
Tha'Heorza-Shoe Bend battle|




—————vrmier

reached the Tallapeosa from the
latest established Post, Fort Wil-
liams, at the mouth of the Atchi-
nahatchee Creek on the Coosa,
and he had as well, a few cavalry-
men under General John Coffee,
and a few Cherokee Indians from
the Northeastern fowns up near
the Nichajack. Jackson's Ten-
nesseans were further reinforced
by some Lower Creeks under
Major William McIntosh from
Coweta on the Chattahoochee
River.

General Coffee's command was
posted on the east side of the Tal-
lapoosa River and with them were

the Cherokees, entrenched to pre- |

vent the possible escape of the
Creeks out of the bend by swim-
ming the river. The Creeks were
under the command of Menawa,
an old chief destined to figure
nmiore prominently in American
history, It was necessary for

of 1813-14, and had|the one wWhich was made in 1843

| Jackson fought the
| battle at the Horse-Shoe with

Coffee to secure the canoes of the
Indians to keep them from es-
caping and he sent three Chero-
kee Warriors over to steal these
boats. They swam the river and
secured two canoés in which they
iransported a force of the In-
dians over fo reinforce Jackson's
army. As a reward for this act
of bravery President James Madi-
son, in 1816, ordered three rifles
made at the Harper's Arsenal to
be presented to these three Chero-
kees, one of whom was named
“Whale.” At the same time he
ordered three medals made. Two
of the rifles and medals were de-
livered, but Whale never received

1 g H4.3- (3] e

had gone West to _ ansas
territory, this fact that Whale had
not gotten his reward was made
known to the agent, General But-
ler, who requested that another
be made for him. When the War
Department found this to be the
case the Secretary of War or-
dered one made for him. by a pri-
vate gunsmith. The original or-
der directed that they were to be
inscribed as “Presented by the
President of the United States to |
——————, a Cherokee warrior
for his signal valor and heroism
at the Battle of Horse Shoe in
March, 1814 In addition to the
inscription, a silver plate was to
be insérted in the stock on which
was to be the likeness of General
Andrew Jackson.

The Rifle Exhibited in 1914

On July 4, 1914, a rifle was on
exhibit at the Horse Shoe Bend
Battle Celebration and it was
brought there by Colonel R, A.

Mitchell of Gadsden. It was sil-

ver-mounted and the engravings '

and insets of silver were inscribed

after General Butler beeame in-
terested in seeing that he was re-
warded. The engraving is on the
lid of the cap box which is set into
the right side of the stock. On
the top of the stock of this par-
ticular rifle, next the shoullglér,
is a hole, or cavity, indicating that
in this space was a mounting of |
some character, doubtless the
likeness of General Jackson, re-
ferred to in the original descrip-
tion. 3

The Columbus Demoecrat, on
Sept. 9, 1843, published a clip-
ping from The Baltimore Sun
which gives light on the subject.

“Restoration of a Rifle {o a

Cherokee Warrior”

On the 27th, March 1814, Gen.

celebrated

the Creck Indians. The General
posted the Cherokee Regiment,
together with the mountsd Ten-
nessee volunteers, under Gen.
Coﬁ‘eg on the opposite side of
the river, so as to surround the
bend, end prevent the enemy |
eseaping in their ecanoes. In or-
der fo enable the Cherokees fo |
engage in the conflict, “Whaie.”
a Cherokee wartior of great
bravery and rezolution, with two
companions swam the river and
carried two of the Creek canoes
across_the river {o their com-
pany. This enabled the Cherokzes
to. obtain their canoes, with
which they suecceeded in cariv-
ing over a foree strong enough
to attack the enemy in their rear
and dislodge them from their
breastworks. “Whale"” received a
in taking one offdle Hoes,
In 1816, President Madison had
three rifles made at Harper's

Ferty to be presenied to the
three warriors who first swam
the river _tﬁg_ei}}er with medals

=

to each. Ths le intended for
“Whale,” however, he never got
—ansther person having obtained
it. On the fact being communi-
cated to the War Depariment by
Gov. Butler, the agent of the
Cherokees, the secrstary of war
has had another rifle prepared,
to be presented to the Old War-
rior. There is on it, a plate-like-
ness of Gen. Jackson, and a sil-
ver plate is inserted in the stock
with this inserviption: “Presented
by the President of the United
States to “WHALE,” a Chero-
kee Warrior, for his signal valor
and heroism at the battle of the
Horse-Shoe, in March, 1814." This
rifle accompanied by the medal,
will be presented to him by Gov.
Butler, (now here) on his return
to the Cherokee agency. The
mounting and engraving on this
rifle has been executed in a beau-

guent to this 1825 incident. The
Creeks went Wesl, across
Mississippi River, in 1836, and
there is no menffon of his going,
g0 he is probably buried in Tal-
lapoosa County near Dadeville.

At one time he was of Okfuski

Town, His portrait is one of the
many published by McKinney
and Hall in those celebrated vol-
umes, Porirait Gallery of Amer-
ican Indians and Alabamians at
least vie with one another in se-
curing copies of it,

The Horse-Shoe Bend battle
ground is within the backwaters
of Martin Lake, but ah inierest-
ing covered bridge enables the
visitor to cross the river at that
point and one may see there one
of the most hisloric points in

Alabama as well as having an |y
enjoy . reliving

opportunity to
some eatly hisiory,
The vifle, the one
owned by Col. Reubin ‘Mitchell,
18 now the property of Mrs,
Frank H. Elmove, his daughter.

is Iittle known of Him Subser|
the |-

formerly |

-
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lable to my thinking. I have been

7| versies arise I am rather pleased.

.| dian lands South of the pregent
| locality known as Oswichee, a|
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THE present efforts on the part

of Southern Congressional
members to stave oif what
would appear to be the inevit-
able domination of certain of our |
indiviaual state’s rights. reminds |
me that throughout the history
of these United States, as a com-
monwealth, we have had such
momentous questions arise more
often than one would realize.
| The very active interest of our
present Governor in his attempt
to forestall too much Jdominance
from Washington City is agree-

|often accused of being a States
Rights Democrat and I have no
objection {o being so classified,
so when these political confro-

We old liners. as well as old
timers, generally are ruled out
for youth and the new idea seem
to be having a day of their own. |
but it is refreshing to us when
such controversies arise. Fight-
ing for our “rights” is at least
stimulating even though we do
not always attain these rights.

All of which is remindful of
that old coniroversy between
Governor John Gayle and the
authorities at Washington which
arose in July 1833 incident to
the killing of Hardeman Owens,
one of the Commissionars of
Russell County, by a Sergeant
with a detail of U. S. soldiers
from Fort Mitchell. Mr. Owens
was a “squatter” on certain In-

few miles from Fort Mitchell,
and the U. S. Marshal for the
| Southern District of Alabama,
Colonel Robert L. Crawford was
directed to remove these while
settlers from the Indian lands
under contract, at least until the
rights of the settlers could be

determined in the matter. Ac-
cordingly he sent Jere Austill,
one of the men who was en-

gaged at the Canoe Fight on the
Alabama River in 1813 and then
Deputy U. S. Marshal of the
Southern District, to influence
the removal of Owens who had
been complained about by the
Chiefs in the Lower Creek Na-
tion. The Indians said that he
had taken their fields from them,
killed their hogs, stolen their
horses and had beaten some of
them. Owens acting under the
assumed provisions of the Treaty
of March 24, 1832, swore that he
would die before he would leave
the lands. Mr, Austill and his de-
tailed soldiers proceeded to
make an arrest when Owens
agreed to leave, but he did not
carry out this promise and, ac-
cording {o the report made fo

Through The Years|

] States Rights In 1833

By PETER A. BRANNON

T —

better that the stay of the In-
Cians should be prolonged by
removing the intruders from the
nation. I should like to see them
put out, as they are so much dis-
posed. to dispute the right of the

| Government to remove any of|

them, however much they may
abuse the Indians.

I have the honor to be,
Your ebedient servant,
JEREMIAH AUSTILL.”

“Mobile, October 26, 1833,

Dear Sir: i
I have received notice; by good
authority, fhat a true bill has
been “found against myself and
the comimand that was with me
when Owens was killed, for the
murder of Owens, and a capias
1ssued against the whole posse. 1
arn, therefore, under the neces-
sity of carrying arms fo keep
the proecess from being served for
to be taken from my business at
tiils time, and tried by a furiated
set of mad men would be folly;
znd I have very little doubt, un-
der the present state of excite-
meni, and encouraged by the
chief magistrate of the State, as
they are, neither law, testimony
or justice could save my life. The
most open and public declara-
tions are made by the seftlers
thal they will take my life on
sight and the marshal who has
gone on, writes me that his life
is threatened it he attempts to
remove any of them. The chief
magistrate of our supreme court,
A, S. Lipscomb, Esq., called on
me yesterday, or at least a friend
of mine, and advised me not to
surrender; that there was no tell-
ing what such men would do un-
der the present excited state of
things. That the (Governor was
pointed in his remarks and that
he eviaced a strong and personal
hopstility towards me. The judge
i5 totally opposed to the Gover-
nor’s conduct, and he does not
believe the
him. I do not feel much appre-
hension that an attempt will be
made to arrest me, for I do not
believe that a forece sufficient
could be raised in the countv
here to take me away, even if I
were to suffer myself to be ar-
rested. The public sentimenf, so

far as I can learn, is in favor of

the government's carryving the
treaty into full effect; that if the
government yields to the position
taken by the Governor of this
State, it would be better to de-
solve the compact at once, and let
each State act for itself. I feel
anxious to hear what course the
Government ‘will take, that I
may Yknp‘t‘v what course to pur-

State will sustain |

man who shot Owens to the State
autherities. Niles Register on De-
cember 28, 1833, said:

*A Gordian Knot has been cut!
The soldier who killed Owens in
Alabama has deserted, and the
officer who commanded has giv-
en bond for his appearance in
Court. In this connection, Mz,
Key after his return to Wash-:
mgton wrote to Governor Gayle
|under date of June 11, 1834: “As
| the officers and soldiers will not
|be forthcoming to take their trial,
I shall not have the pleasure of
{defending them, and you will
have to forfeit their bond.”

I have seen references to the
laffair from the viewpoint of the
soldiers at Fort Mitchell and I
{would rather think that the sol-
dier did not desert as Niles Regis-
iter would infer, but he was al-
{lowed to be A, W. O. L. until the
|matter guieted down.
| Governor Gayle under an ex-
|ecutive order of the 16th of Sep-
tember, 1833, directed Brigadier
| General Thomas B. Scott to or-
|ganize the militia in the new
| counties — that section of the
| State formerly Indian lands—and
(the Tuscaloosa States Rights ex- .
positor, said that “military
| preparations are making for the
| defense of the settlers.” Under
Thomas C. McCorvey, who wrote
some years ago, on the “Mission
of Francis Scott Key to Alabama
in 1833,” (and the reader should
| here realize that Mr. Key, au-
|thor of the Star-Spangled Ban-
|ner, was President Jackson's
{emissary to Alabama to reconcile
{the differences between the presi-
dent and the governor of Ala-
bama), says that the possibility
of a state of civil war was fully
appreciated by the supporters
both of the State and the Federal
administrations. The Mobhile
Commercial Register of Decem-
ber, 33. said:

“We have just learned, from an
authentic source, that orders have
been issued from headquarters
for the immediate marching of
ten companies of United States
artillery, completely equipped for
the field. to Fort Mitchell in this
State. This detachment, added
to the troops already stationed
at that post, will constitute an
effective force of fourteen com-
paniesz; and it is probable that a
general officer will be designated
io the command ... How uftter=
ly misjudged, ill-timed and in-
appropriate are the sneers and
taunts of the nullifiers that ‘the
president has backed out,” that
‘he  succumbed to Governor
(Gayle’, and that he will not dare
fo execute laws and freaties,
and maintain inviolate the plight-
ed faith of the nation”
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| Alabama River in 1813 and then
Deputy U. S. Marshal of the
Southern Disirict, to influence

- the removal of Owens who had
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Ei entered the building, but

been complained about by the
Chiefs in the Lower Creek Na-
tton. The Indians said that he
had taken their fields from them,
killed their hogs, stolen {their
horses and had beaten some of
them. Owens acting under the
assumed provisions of the Treaty
of March 24, 1832, swore that he
would die before he would leave
the lands. Mr. Austill and his de-
tailed soldiers proceeded to
make an arrest when Owens
agreed to leave, but he did not
carry out this promise and, ac-
cording to the report made to
Washington, *“set a mine in his
own house” and threatensd to
burn the home of any Indians
and kill any of them who came
upon his recently ‘“acquired”
lands. Marshal Austill did not
know of this plan to do injury
to the intruders — as Owens
claimed them to be, and he was
warned by an Indian that there
was powder in the house. The
explosion took place just asf he
or-
. | tunately neither he nor the sol-
diers were injured. On the basis
«tof this resistence on the part of

.| Owens, after he had escaped on

this oceasion, another detach-
. ment of soldiers from Fort
.| Mifchell under command of a
|sergeant was sent to find him
and arrest him. He was appre-
.| hended, he resisted, and it is
‘| claimed attempted to fire on the
soldier who shot first and killed

strong indignation throughout
the Trecently constitufed counties
formed under the Land Treaty
of 1832. By far the most inter-
esting, from a historical stand-
point, connection with the con-
troversy was the contention be-
tween Governor John Gayle as
Chief Executive of Alabama and
‘|the War Department which was
encouraged in iis attitude by
the views of President Andrew

1 Jackson. '

Mr., Austill’'s Views

Two rather interesting side-
_|lights may be had from a letter
| dated at Montgomery August 10,
| 1833, and one dated at Mobile
.| October 26th, of the same year
| they are:
|

Montgomery,
August 10, 1833,
Dear Sir:

1 send you by this mail a pa-
per printed in this place, called
the Alabama Journal, in which
the editor has cgmmented large-
| Iy upon the death of Owens by
ithe froops near my command.

The doctrine advanced by him
is the doctrine of the nullifiers
in this section of the country;
|and they evince a strong dis-
position to raise a force suiffi-
cient to drive off the troops; or
should any more of the intrud-
ers be driven off were it not

him. This incident caused much |

: 5 | loos i -
uncasiness as well as arousing | - oo 0032 eoti Has lonmpose fhat

nor's conduct, and he does not
believe the State will sustain
him. I do not feel much appre-
hension that an attempt will be
made to arrest me, for I do not
believe that a force sufficient
could be raised in the county
here to take me away, even if I
were to suffer myself to be ar-
rested. The public sentiment, =o
far as I can Iearn, is in favor of
the government's carrying the
treaty into full effect; that if the
government yields to the position
taken by the Governor of this
State, it would be better to de-
solve the compact at once, and let
each State act for itself. I feel
anxious to hear what course the
Government will take, that I
may know what course to pur-
sue. T will wait your answer. and
if you say surrender, I will do
g0, or anything else. I neither
fear nor dread the issue. I fael a
clear conscieice of having done
my duty and no more, and thev
may take my life, but never will
they frighten me from the dis-
charge of my duty, nor drive me
{from the country.
I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant.
JEREMIAH AUSTILL.
Dep. M. S. Dist.”
To: “Hon. Lewis Cass,
Secretary of War.
N. B. T would beg Isave {o speak
of the northwest part of the
Cieek nation, 1t is most densely
populated by Americans and
whites. and interests unconnected
with the Indians; therefore, if
there should be any exceptions,
or any part of the settlers al-
lowed to remain,
ihem. Talladega and a part of

part of the nation.

J. AUSTILL.”
Efforls to Punish the Soldiers

The Grand jury of the recent-
ly created Russell County was
called and brought an indictment
for murder against the officers
and soldiers who had been in-
strumental m the deaih of Owens.
A formal demand was made upon
the commanding officer Major J.
S. McInfosh at Fort Mifchell. for
their delivery {o the civil author-
ities. The U. S8, officer refused,
or rather paid no attention to the
County Court’s order. An attach-
ment was fhen issued, but the
Deputy Sheriff could not exscute
it on Government lands, so he
had to make a report of the sit-
uztion to Governor Gayle at Tus-
caloosa. In a message to the Ala-
bama General Assembly (Legis-
lature), dated November 19, 1833,
Governor Gayle called atteniion
7o these facls and asserted that
ne hkad the legal power to ecall
out the Militia of the State to
enforce its processes. but that he
wished to avoid conflict between
the State and Federal authorities.
Sceretary  of War Lewis Cass
promised Governor Gayle that he
would have an investigation made
when he got a report of the death
of Hardeman Owens and that he
would order Major MecIntosh to

facilitate the State authorities. |

The Major at Fort Miichell, if
nhe ever got the orvder, promptly
“forgol” to do so and some
months later President Jackson
vy direct Executive order to the
Major, told him to do so. Gov-
erncr Gayle teceived a copy of
that order, but subseguent cir-
cumstances do not indicate that
any great amount of energy was
exeried on the part of soldiers at
Fort Mitchell to turn over the

1t should be |

authenfic source, that orders have
been issued from headquarters
or the immediate marching of
|ten companies of United States
artillery, completely equipped for
the field. to Fort Mitchell in this
State. This detachment, added
to the troops already stationed
at that post, will constitute an
effective force of fourteen com-
panies; and it is probable that a
general officer will be designated
to the command ... How utter=-
|ly misjudged, ill-fimed and in-
appropriate are the sneers and
taunts of the nullifiers that ‘the
president has backed out,” that
‘he  succumbed to Governor
Gayle', and that he will not dare
to execute laws and treaties,
and maintain inviolate the plight-
ed faith of the nation.”

_The intense interest and ex-
citement over the issue extended
beyvond the borders of Alabama.
Offers of volunteers from other
States came to Governor Gayle,
One of these which is especially
noteworthy was dated “Hudson,
New York, December 29, 18337
and signed by J. Van Vieck, N,
T. Rosseter, and others, who,
“sensible of the injustice with
which Alabama was threatened
in the proposed forcible removal
of settlers from the Indian terri-
tory,” proposed to place a volun-
teer company of young men of
that city under the governor's or-
ders.”

Francis Scott Key, by his study
of the question and his diplo-
matic handling of a rather serious
situation, compromised and pre-
| vented a”collision between the
State and Federal governments,
but Governor John Gaule's per-
sonal relations with Andrew
| Jackson and with the Democratie
administration were never there--
after amicable. Senator William
R. King and Representative John
Murphy took active steps to ef-
fect the settlement of the Ala-
bama question and it was them
who influenced the president io
send Mr. Key to Alabama. His
stay in ihe State has been the
subject for many interesting so-
cial as well as political discus-
sions, Mr. Key lived in the home
of Governor Gayle while on his
mission to Alabama and his rela-
tions with the governor were
quite cordial. The compromise
which was agreeable to Governor
Gayle was never accepted by the
Legislature of Alabama. The Mo-
hile Register considered Governor
Gayle inconsistent in condemning
nullification of South Carolina
and becoming virtually the cham-
pion of the Alabama wvariety.

White settlements on the In-
dian lands continued after the
Federal Governmenf desisted
from sending a large complement
of soldiers into the Nation to re-
sist Governor Gavle's wishes but
by the end of 1835 there were so
many conflicts over the stealing
of most of the lands by specula-
tors that the Federal Government
|succeeded in influencing the In-
dians to consent for the removal.
{By the Winter of 1836, after the
(close of the hostilities between
the Indians and the Southeast
Alabama settlers, most of them
were on their way to the Arkan-
sas Territory west of the Missis=
sippi. -

Governor Gayle had an infer-
esting subsequenf career, even
though he did not enjoy the po-
litical blessing of Andrew Jack-
son. Jere Austill was for many
vears a merchandise broker in
the city of Mobile, his descendants
are yet there.
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GREAT OAKS from little
Acorns grow.
So we are told. -
Spothesayers, “amateur”
weather forecasters, local folk-

lorists, and, .perhaps, the super-
stitious, all, insist that if we have

a big crop of Acorns, a hard|

Winter will follow. If such is the
case then we are in for one of
the severest, if not the very se-
verest of the Winters of my life-
time. I think I have seen more
Acorns this year than I ever saw
during any year of my entire life
Acorns, Ink Balls, Tan Bark,
White Oak splints and other re-
minders 'of the sort, all, have
their origin through our native
oak trees, and have interested
me through all the days of my
lifetime. When one looks around
and notes the many contacts with
the' things that come from these
oaks, you will realize what an
important part in the life of the.
nation that these oak trees play.
William Bartram, the great
‘American naturalist who passed
this way in 1776-T7, has left us
in his Journal numerous refer-

specimen of the Quercus which
he observed. Benjamin Hawkins,
the U. S. Indian agent before
1800, left in his notes quite a rew
references of the use of Acorns
by .the Indians, and we have in
other botanical notes of writers
over the succeeding periods guite
sufficient to warrant the belief
that these great evidences of
God’s handiwork, the oaks, have
made an impression on the life of
21l who traveled early througn
our State.

While I have no direct way to
prove my claim, I am my own-
self convinced that we vwe the
Indian the art of basket making
from White Oak splints. Most
Southerners know these fur-
nished the source of material
for containers for picked cotton
through all the years of the har-
vest of that commeodity to about
the present time. That Southern
folk custom of putting cotton in
baskets and weighing it in that
form has only “gone out of style”
in the last few wyears. Unforfu-
nately we have lost that very
pertinent suggestion of life in the
South. I made the observation a
few days ago that there were no
more cotton houses and very few
cotton basketls left. An old friend,
who remembered back to the
time in the early 1800's, when

Leha Titrad Aan tha farm  mciciad

Acorns

By PETER A. BRANNON

Acorns, after they were parched
and hulled, would produce a pint
of oil. Although I have never
tried it, I am told that when
cooked the bitter principle of
the Acorn is no longer present
and that a very good grade of
oil may be extracted therefrom.
The Indians parched these fruits
and then ground the meal and
made a rich quality of bread. 1
have eaten chesinut bread made
the same way and I know it is
good. It is claimed that Acorn
bread is equally as palatable.
Many times have I taken parched
Acorns out from wunder
hearthstones of abandoned In-
dian house-sites and in nine
cases out of 10 they appear to be
about as good as when buried,
which most certainly was 150
years ago. Sometimes we find
charred Acorns and ears of corn
in the same cache. These may
have been parched or burned fo
that condition when the Indian
house  burned, or they may have
been cooked too much in the
process of roasting. Any one who
has roasted chinguapins knows

er- | the very delicate and tasty fla-
ences 1{o these very attractive|

vor which these nuts give and
you can imagine that Acorns
taste equally as well when they
have been ridded of the bitter
taste, obviously ecaused by the
tannin in the hull.

The Prince Charlie Oak

At “King's Rest,”” the planta-
tion name of the home of Wil-

Jiam R. King, long time in the

U. S. Congress from Alabama,
sometime a European minister,
there was for many years a great
oak tree whiech was called “the
Prince Charlie Oak,” Senato:
King brought home with him
from France, he was once min-
ister to that country, some acorns
from the “King Charlie Oak.” It
was a thriving growing and
handsome specimen as late as
the early 1930's, but I am told
has been destroyed, either by
lightning. or fire, in recent years.
The tree fronted the home and
was a few hundred yards from
the King family cemetery where
Mr, King, then vice president of
the United States, when he died
in 1853, was originally buried and
from which place they moved his
body, by night, tfo its final rest-
ing place in Selma. I have before
me a picture of the Prince
Charlie Oak and the spread of
the tree is well several times
broader than that of a three-room
negro cabin adjacent.

the |

they did for they had salt in
very small quantities. The Chest-
nui Osk is given preiference over
all other American Qaks in its
use as a source for the extraction
of that preparation used in tan-
ning. The- growing limit of this
tree extenas to the South line of
Autauga County, but a few very
interesting examples of it may
be seen along the Tallapoosa
River. The Chestnut Oak is a
handsome tree with beautiful
leaves and is so outstanding that
oite would hardly be unable to
unidentify it, certainly if you
ever saw a Chestnut tree and re-
membered the leaves of that. In-
cidentally the acorns serve as a
fine forage for hogs. Squirrels,
wild turkeys and other fauna

thrive equally as well on these

nuls. Hogs which have the op-
portunity of access to these zich.
laxurious nuis of trees of that
sort are never confused Wwith the
“razor-back,”
live almost

roois which they are able to tare
aloose with their snoots, from
the scrub Pine trees. The oil of
Acofns produce fat sufficient to
cover the ribs and the backbone

and they grow large, healihy
and more aiutractive than do
these flat sided hogs of the

swamps of the lower counties.

While our great Oak trees of
South Alabama have always al-
tracted the attention of natural-
ists and professional scientists,
the Gray Moss which generally
swings blowing in the breeze
from them is the feature which
is' most commented on by the or-
dinary traveler who passes that
way William Bartram was the
first one to observe these Til-
lingia covered specimens. Later
comers always attributed miasmic
conditions to the great swamps
which produced these large trees
which harbored the Moss, is a
plant that grows from a spore
and which is not a parasite.

If you did not. you should
have seen T. L. Head's story
about his “Mossy Cup” Oak, and
Howard C. Smith's Tuesday con-
iribution akout lightning striking
Oak trees which shows that he

of the South who |
exclusively off the |

can talk about something else !

than -attlesnakes. Mr, Head has
been interested in that tree quite
a long time,

Even though we do have great
quantities of Water Oak Acorns,
and o faur Af tha

Tarenr and



through all the years of the har-
vest of that commodity to about
the present time, That Southern
folk custom of putting cotton in
baskets and weighing it in that
form has only ‘“‘gone out of style”
in the last few years. Unfortu-
nately we have lost that very
pertinent suggestion of life in the
South, I made the observation a
few days ago that there were no
more colton houses and very few
cotton baskets left. An old friend,
who remembered back to the
time in the early 1800's, when
she lived on the farm, insisted
that I did not know what I was
talking about, but I think my
readers will agree with me 1if
they will only look around and
note that most of the picked cot-
ton at the present time is either
piled in the middle of the field
on a tarpaulin, or you will find
it on the front porch of the farm-
er's re51dence awaiting the day4
when he is able o take it to the
gin. He has either long since
learned how to handle it with
the least resistance, or is either
too lazy to build a cotton house,
or has no material to build it
with
Bartram’s Trip

William Bartram who fra-
versed Alabama from the point
near our Fort Mitchell in Rus-
sell County, west to the Talla-
poosa settlements, southwest
along what was subsequentlv the
Federal road to Mobile, graphi-
cally describes those venerable
specimens of oaks in South Ala-
bama which hung with gray
moss. He calls the Laural Oaks
“Quercus hemisphaerica.” We
call them now, the Water Oaks.
Naturalists were always im-
pressed with the Live Oaks and
the other wvarieties which bore
great Acorns and the writers
comment at some length on their
economic value

he oak farmly has 250 species

distributed throughout North
America, Twenty-four different
varieties are in the South At-
lantic States, We have here in
Alabama the White Oak, the Post
0Oak, the Overcup Oak, the Chest-
nut Oak, the Chinguapin Oak,
the Basket Oak, the Spanish Oak
the Black Jack, the ordinary Wa-

ter Oak, (it is the Laural Oak |-

of early writers,) and several
others. Although Bartram never
saw it, (if he did he didn’t com-
ment on it), the largest Live
Oak tree in the world (and I
have the statement of an author-
ity on the subject), is at old
Blakeley on the Mobile River.
The one there was probably ven-
erable when Bartram passed
that way in 1776. It certainly
looks like it at the present time.
This great tree is on Waehmgton
Avenue in that long since

oned, and now practically for-
gétten, old Alabama metropolis.

The ordinary domesticated Wa-
ter Oak with ‘which most every-
one is acquainted. is in half a
dozen varieties. It is hardly prob-
able that the Indians used Wa-
ter Oak Acorns fo a considerable
extent for the large Red Oaks,
the Black Oak, the Spanish Oak
and Chestnut Oak of the interior,
bore large Acorns, so they no
doubt gathered them in prefer-
ence fo the smaller ones the size
of our current Chinquapins (pro-
vided there are any Chinguapins,
they are almost gone), and o
which the Indians made food in
the form of meal and oil. Col.
Hawkins when he came into
what is now the Alabama coun-
try in 1796, found the Indian
women, at a point which would
be approximately our Randolph
County, gathering Acorns of

lightning, or fire, in recent years
The tree fronted the home and
was a few hundred yards from
the King family cemetery where
Mr. King, then vice president of
the United States, when he died
in 1853, was originally buried and
from which place they moved his
body, by night, to its final rest-
ing place in Selma. I have before
me a picture of the Prince
Charlie Oak and the spread of
the tree is well several times
broader than that of a three-room
negro cabin adjacent.

Still another of Alabama’s his-
torical oak trees is the ‘‘Jackson
Oak” at Daphne. It was under
this magnificent specimen of
wide spreading Live Oak that
Gen, Andrew Jackson is said to
have camped on his trip from
Pensacola to New Orleans when
he engaged the British shortly

‘are many traditionary stories of
qpnnected incidents. Gen. Jack-
son's horse, so the story goes,
was tied to) the swinging
branches, his tent flap was lashed
to an outspreading limb and he
slept on the ground protected by
this great moss hung natural
cover.

. There is a great oak tree at the
road crossing in the old Gold-
ville neighborhood near Chula-
finee where, when the gold rush
to California started, Alabama
was experiencing her gold boom,
Likewise you will find great oak
trees that have historical asso-
ciations at Huntsville, at Demop-
olis. Greensboro, Marion, Tusca-
loosa, and Selma. Those great
specimen which shade the streefs
at Tuscaloosa and the most at-
tractive ones in Selma which line
the streets there, enhance the
beauty of the shrubbery, and
flowering plants of which these
two towns boast. The flower-cov-
ered richly-bedecked ground in
Bellingrath Gardens, south of
Mobile is beautifully enhanced
by the great oaks on Dog River.
I might name them by the scores
elsewhere, all of them giving
Alabama the right to claim as
beautiful oak trees as there are
in America. 3
Traveling through Lowndes
County, lower Dallas and those
sections of the State along the
rich river bottoms of Wilcox,
Monroe and on to Baldwin, one
sees many large 1eplesentat1ve
Acorns of the “Dancer variety,”
wmch remind me of my boyhood
experiences. Most of us can re-
member, (if we ever were in the
country), those days when in the
absence of a spinning top, we
could at least “thumb around” an
overcapped Acorn and make a
allspretty good toy of it. References
io country life of the middle
1800's as well as during that pe-
riod during the hard times of the
60’s, tell us of the use of the
“warts” ‘or “balls” on Oak trees.
whence was made a very good
quality of writing ink. Butternut
coloring was made from the tan-
nin of Oak bark as well as other

{rees.
The Tan Yard )
One of the earliest industries
of the Southland, the Tan Yard,
was directly respons1ble to the
Oak tree for the inner bark of

{|many varielies of the Oak tree

produce large quantities of this
astringent material necessary in
the processing of leather. Prac-
tically every Southern home in
‘tne ploneer days had a small tan
vat and many of the villages had
‘a public tan yard. I am not able
{o say that Indians wused this

which to make oil and meal. He:
found that about a bu‘shel_ of

wood bark in the dressing of
skins, but it is very likely that
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‘habit of burying Pecans for their

alier the, st ot Jandary J8L5 thal ‘even  this Vas. dnneeessary
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plant that grows from a spore |
and which is not a parasite.

If you did not. you should
have seen T. L, Head's story
about his “Mossy Cup” Oak, and |
Howard C. Smith's Tuesday con-
iribution about lightning striking |
Oak trees which shows that he
can talk about something else!
than -caitlesnakes. Mr. Head has |
been interested in that tree quite
a long time.

Even though we do have great
quantities of Water Oak Acorns,
and a few of the larger and
richer varieties around the city
of Montgomery, our thousands of
squirrels which inhabit the city
apparently do not hoard' them1
for the Winter, There are so
many Pecan trees ‘in Montgom-
ery, that the squirrels got in the

Winter supply until thiey found

and the local ones seem fo thrive
from the feed furnished them
throughout the Winter by ad-
miring friends. T do nof think
that the off-spring of our local
squirrels will ever be able to take
care of themselves if they get a
half-a-mile from civilization.




R ABDNV-ERTISER

December 6, 1942.

*

NINE

A_ GEORGIAN ‘recently said:
“The average American had
rather go to hell than to fill out
a complicated government form
that would give him admittance
to heaven.” I am about an aver-
age American. So many other
people have expressed them-
selves on the subject of ration-
ing and my feelings have been
so stirred on the subject that
I chese to wait until I had some-
what cooled down before I my-
self had anything to say, though
I have felt equally as deeply as
have those who, on the spur of
the moment, gave vent to their
passions. I have been recently
told that *“Webster,” and many
other dictionaries, had always
given preference to “rayshun,”
over ‘“rashun,” but even so, so
far as I am concerned old Web-
ster died long before I came on
the scene. I read with some de-
gree of attention the nine differ-
ent authorities’ statements: as
embodied on the editorial page
of this newspaper several days
ago and even if there is a pres-
ent day preponderance of choice
of pronunciation in favor of “‘ray-
shun,” I want to go on record
now, once and forever as being
opposed to it. I was told a few
days ago by an ex-school teach-
er that it was always proper and
was still proper to “rayshun
rashuns;” When I came up and
along and through there was no
such an expression and until
within the past six months [
never heard the word “rayshun.”
I have traveled around some and
been associated with a few high
brows both North, South, East
and West, but I still insist that
“rashuns” are good enough
for me. 3
I was born and reared in the
country and we issued *“r
shuns™ everyv Saturday night to ]
the farm hands. We “‘rashshuned”
out these “rashuns” and nobody
ever heard anything to the con-
trary. If the present 1942 brain
trust generafion is going to ram
the word down our throats and
into our ears, then I 'insist that
we should pass a law that this
pronunciation of the word should
be used. That seems to be the
way they do things now. Only
last week I heard a radio com-
mentator use the word “rayshun”
nine times in seven seconds. That:
statement is positively no exag-
geration as I had my watch in
my hand and was watching the

Through The Years

Rash-shunning

you may say, environment.” That
may be Colorado and if it is let
them have if. If the Eastern Vir-
ginians want to say ‘‘guuuaarrrrd-
m,” then I am perfectly willing
for them to do so, and I haye
no complaint about the matter,
If we are forced to listen over
the radio to ‘“rayshun,” then
don't make us say it in conver-
sation.

Having had, through a more
than ordinarily long experience
in my professional activities, the
practical contact of research in
Quartermaster, Commissary and

\other forms of government al-

lowances, or “issuances,” I have
seen, used, and heard the expres-
sion “rashshunning” of food sup-
plies and other economic neces-,
sities many, many times. I insist
that I cannot see the necessity
for the very determined force ap-
parently used in our present cam-
paign, I am not convinced that
much of the rationing which we
are having thrust upon us at the
present time is necessary—and
I am just the average American
in that respect—and the psychol-
ogy of the manner of approach,
is *still unconvineing. The threat
of the meat ration which is now
being held over our heads, will
in no wise effect me, or my fam-
ily, for we do not by any means
use that much at the present
time, but I am like most other
Americans in that I had far rath-
er be asked to do without and
to save, and to conserve, than to
be told that I *“must” do and
that I cannot have what I might
want, I am not very much dif-
ferent from those with whom 1
associate and I do not want to
do what I don't want to do.
Although I did not partake of
-any of them then, I can remem-

1898, when the Army rations fe
to the soldiers encamped in low-
er Florida, produced so much
ptomaine poisoning that
vestigation was forthcoming and
it was proven that embalmed beef
was being furnished. I never see
canned beef referred to at the
present time without remember-
ing that most of the beef of the
War with Spain period was
termed ‘“corned beef.” Canned
meat and canned corn were both
used to a considerable extent at
that time and the Army investi-
gations brought out the fact that
much of this

second hand when he began to
talk about the e af ratinn hanls

either spoiled before delivered.

By PETER A. BRANNON

canned meat was

and blacksmiths in the Ordnance
Department were allowed one
and one-half rations a day and
enlisted men were allowed one
ration a day. If any one was hired
the Army was not to furnish
more than one ration a day and
they .were fo be charged for. Sol-
diers were expected to “preserve,
distribute and cook their own
subsistence,” Many Confederate
soldiers carried slave cooks with
them, or three or four of them
got together and formed a “‘mess,”
having a cook for that group of
men, The Confederate Army per-
mitted men to build ovens (when
the ‘Army was encamped for any
length of time at a place), and
these ovens were paid for by
the . Government, but they were
not allowed to build bake houses.

There were ‘‘Post Funds” at
each regular garrison place and
the fund was raised by a tax on
the Sutler of ten cents a month
for every officer and soldier of
the Command, according to the
average stationed there in each
month, Bakers, or bake houses
were permitted, or rather ar-
ranged for in the early days of
the Confederate Army, but of
course as the War went on an
money lost its value, and the
ability to get supplies became
less possible, this changed the en-
tire question of the feeding of the
soldiers by the Confederate Gov-
ernment during the last days of
the War. Every soldier then
looked out for himself for there
were few supplies, as the Quar-
termaster's Department of the
Confedeéracy was in a “precarious
‘condition.”

estimates show “issues and sub-
stitutions, when they can be made,
|,§_jt'e'.,'f .and wrote into the Regula-

and one-half pound per ons hun-
dred rations. Two issues per
week of “Desiccated” vegetables,
(I presume they must mean dried
vegetables), were allowed to be
made in lieu of beans, or rice.
Whenever potatoes and onions
were issued they must always be
in lieu of rice, or beans. Potatoes
were always issued at the rate of
a pound per-ration. Onions were
issued at the rate of three pecks
per one hundred rations.

It is interesting for me to see
1862 '‘contract prices” and find
that pork was six cents a pound;:

The Subsistance Department

fions that Tea might be issued in:
lieu of coffee at the rate of one

of the present generation ¢an and
I do not suppose any of our sol-
diers at the present time ever
saw any. This hard bread of
Confederate regulations was the
same thing that was used by the

{| Federal Army to a great extent

and which I have heard old Con-
federate soldiers say they fre-
quently carried in their haver
sacks. As I write I am told by
a veteran that it was used to
some extent in the World War.
This obviously was in the front
line operations in France,

Getting back to my rations, the
Confederate Government allowed
on campalgns, on marches, and on
board transport the hard bread to
be increased to sixteen ounces.
In addition to the above men-
tioned meat and bread, the Com-
missary Department was required
to compute the amount of a ration
at the rate of eight quarts of peas
or beans to eac™s one hundred ra-
tions, or ten pounds of rice to each
one hundred, six pounds of cof-
fee and twelve pounds of sugar
per one hundred raticns, as was
brought out previously.

A soldier’s pay then, (and it has
over the years), included ‘“‘com-
mutation of rations.” This means
that he was allowed a certain
amount of pay in money if his
subsistance could not be cafried
by him, or furnished to him. Con-
federate soldiers were allowed
seventy-five cents a day. When
a soldier was stationed in a city
with no opportunity of eating in
groups,. his commutation was
fixed at sixty cents a day.

Home rations today and those
sugarless cakes and meatless pies
of 1917-18, are remindful of each
other, but they are far better
than the Confederate people had

d|in the 60's, when they parched

potato peelings and made coffee
from them,
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out these “rashuns” and nobody
ever heard anything to the con-
trary. If the present 1942 brain
trust generation i1s going to ram
the word down our throats and
into our ears, then I insist that
we should pass a law that this
pronunciation of the word should
be used. That seems to be the
way thei\{r do things now. Only
last week I heard a radio com-
mentator use the word “rayshun’”
nine times in seven seconds. That:
statement is positively no exag-
geration as I had my watch in
my hand and was watching the
second hand when he began to
talk about the use of ration books
and numbers 27 and 10 in Ration
Book A. Instead of saying “the
book"” nine times, he with a bold
and quickly expressed, obnox-
ious pronunciation, determined-
ly designated the prefix ‘‘ray-
shun” just as if he had been ex-
pressedly instructed to get over
a certain amount of propaganda,
through the use of the word, as
many times as possible in .the
limited number of seconds which'
he was permitted to throw it out
at the public.

The Perry County lady may
have the modern viewpoint, but
when the present Doctor Dun-
can, then Luther, and myself
took English under old Doctor
Charlie. Thatch at Auburn, we
did not say “rayshun.” I am sorry
that an agricultural college in
Alabama teaching farmers how
to raise hogs has gotten to that
point. Even so, I see no reason
why we, even if times have
changed, should be enthusiastic
about losing our individuality. I
hope that the Black Belt of Ala-
bama will hold its traditions,
| go along through them, and go
down to eternity with those same
concepts (even if they are some-
what imaginary), that we have
| from pre-war days, attributed to
I-at aristocratic old section. Per-
sonally I want a Vermont Yan-
kee to talk like one, A Boston
high brow should accentuate and
talk like one. I have little respect
for , the New Orleans girl who
went out to Hollywood and six
months later bragged about the
fact that she had almost “rid her-
self of her Southern accent.” I
have enjoyed the fact that in oth-
er sections of the country I was
recognized as a Southerner. I
have no desire to falk like a Kan-
sas farmer, or a Colorado lawyer
(who recently in a class I was
attending pronounced environ-
ment something which sounded
“ohnnvwyurm'm'm’t), and when
he was not understood by a Bir-
mingham city fireman who was.
present and asked him what he
‘was talking about, said “or as

TT898, Wwhen the Army rations fed

to the soldiers encamped in low-
er Florida, produced so much
ptomaine poisoning- that an in-
vestigation was forthcoming and
it was proven that embalmed beef
was being furnished. I never see
canned beef referred to at the
present time without remember-
ing that most of the beef of the
War with Spain period was
termed ‘‘corned beef.” Canned
meat and canned corn were both
used to a considerable extent at
that time and the Army investi-
gations brought out the fact that
much of this canned meat was
either spoiled before delivered,
or in the elimatic conditions of
Florida it very quickly spoiled
when opened. Any how, much
sickness was produced.
examining Army records
over a period of contact with
them it has been interesting to
me to read the Army regulations
with reference to the pay of men
who are allowed so much com-
pensation in dollars and so many
rations per day. In those days
they were termed ‘“rashuns,” and
not “rayshuns.” The Confederate
Army Regulations, issued in
1862, shows ‘“thirty-two rations
of fresh beef is forty pounds,” at
four cents per pound. “Sixty-
eight rations of pork is fifty-one
pounds,” at ‘six cents,” being
three dollars and six cents cost
to the government., “One hun-
dred rations of beans is « ght
uarts,” at four cents making
thirty-two cents for the one hun-
dred rations. Or the Commissary,
known also as the Subsistance
Department, could furnish one
hundred rations of rice (ten
pounds), at six cents a pound.
Interesting indeed from the pres-
ent day viewpoint is one hundred
rations of coffee—which required

them—at nine cents per pound
making a cost of fifty-four cents.
One hundred rations of sugar was
twelve pounds of sugar and the
cost was eight cents, so the
amount was ninety-six cents for
the one hundred rations. The
Commissary Department also ra-
tioned vinegar, candles, soap and
salt. An issued Ration included
beef, (or pork), flour, beans, (or
rice), coffee, sugar, the vinegar,
candles, soap and the salt. The
average cost of a Confederate ra-
tion was nine and one-haif cents
per ration. In purchasing pork
the Confederate Government spe-
cifiéd that they would give pref-
erence to small pieces say four
to six pounds each and not fat.
Civil employvees in the Army

bread three and one-

six pounds of coffee to make|*

were permitted to purchase one
ration a day. Carrviage makers

&0 1)
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lieu of coffee at the rate of one

and one-half pound per one hun-
dred rations. Two issues per
week of “Desiccated” vegetables,
(I presume they must mean dried
vegetables), were allowed to be
made in lieu of beans, or rice.
Whenever potatoes and onions
were issued they must always be
in lieu of rice, or beans, Potatoes
were always issued at the rate of
a pound per-ration. Onions were
issued at the rate of three pecks
per one hundred rations.

It ls interesting for me to see
1862 “contract prices” and find
that pork was six cents a pound;
fresh beef four cents a pound;
flour two cents per pound, hard
} alf cents a
pound, rice six cents a pound, cof-
fee nine cents, sugar eight cents;
soap six cents, salt three cents per
quart by measure, molasses
twenty-eight cents a gallon, vine-
gar five cents a quart by meas-
ure, and candles twelve to twelve
an_d one-half cenfs per pound.
Those were prices paid in New
Orleans to feed men in the hos-
pital. Chickens were purchased
always by pairs. The price fixed
was eighty-seven and one-half
cents per pair. The price of milk
was seven cents per quart.
Oranges were twenty-five cents
per dozen. It is.interesting to
note that commissioned officers
were given a fixed salary and so
many rations per month. These
rations were obviously “Govern- |
ment Issued” supplies and they
were probably furnished during
the early part of the War, but I
doubt that they could have been:
even hoped for by the officers
after the close of the year 1862.
Commissary contractors were re-
quireds=to furnish “corn fed” pork.

The quality of flour must be
‘superfine,” Vi negar must be
“good cider,” or “wine” vinegar.

All tallow candles must have cot-
ton wicks and salt must be clean
and dry. Necks and shanks of
beef were excluded. They were
not considered as meat. Obvious-
ly in those days they did not use
all of the cow except the squeal
as the packing houses are said to
do at the present time. When-
ever the word “beef” was used in
the regulations it was preceded

by the word “fresh” and both are

distinetly italicized.

A government Ration, officially
computed, was three-fourths of a
pound of pork, or bacon, or one
and one-fourth pounds of fresh,
or salt beef; eighteen ounces of
bread, or flour, or twelve ounces
of hard bread, or one and one-
fourth pounds of corn meal, While
I can remember “Hard Tack.” few
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T AST week I had a pleasant ex-
perience in the visit of a
gentleman, rather proud of his
Scotch traditions, the grandson
of old Samuel Swan, a Montgom-
erian of another day. Two or
three days ago I had a most
gracious letter from that same
gentleman whose business card
shows that he is Southern Rep-
reseptative of Jenkins Brothers,
Mainufacturers of valves. He said
that “every year or two he gels
down to Montgomery” and I hope
that we both may have the op-
portunity to renew our acquaint-
ance from time to time. Mr.
Yardley, for that was his name,
was accompanied on this trip by
his wife, and I would venture to
say that the last visit here was a
pleasant one. ;
Inasmuch as Mr. Swan sold out
his business interest here and

left Montgomery some eighty-

four years ago, I would hardly
presume to think that there are
many here who now remember
him. At the same time a few of
the older ones of us who at the
present time live here, even
though we are not classified as
Montgomerians; that being the
tradition of this rather interest-
ing old city, are very proud of
the fact that we can tie Samuel
Swan with Monteomery through

‘['his' connection with that very in-

feresting lithograph which shows
the Burning of the Capitol on
Dec. 14, 1849. A notation on that
picture is “published by A. C.
Park and S. Swan.” The facts in
tlie case of that picture are that
Mr. Park, a local photographer,
although they called him a “dau-
guerreotypist” in that day and
fime, siood on the steps of the
Court House while the fire raged
(remember the Court House was
mm the center of town yonder
where the Fountain is at pres-
ent), and took a picture of this
conflagration and then this pie-
ture was sent to Sarony and Ma-
jor, New York, lithographers,
who turned out the plate 21 x
17 1-2 inches, when the publica-
tion of it was put over by Mr.
Swan and Mr, Park. I can imagine
{hat this was no great difficulty
for Mr. Swan had a printing es-
tablishment, even though he is
credited with being a jeweler,
and he could easily handle the
~f withlieatinn  and dis-
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Sam Swan, Builder

By PETER A. BRANNON

treets. Some few Montgom
erians know the house as the old
Seibels place (though I would not
credit many with knowing that),
as most everybody knows it as
the Ball Mansion, but it is more
properly the Samuel Swan Man-
sion. Colonel John Jacob Seibels
bought it from Samuel Swan and
his wife Lucretia, and the trans-
action is dated June 16, 1858. The
entry in Deed Book Number 10,
of the old series at the Court
House, on page 256, shows that

they conveyed to John J. Seci-
bels Lots 27, 28, 29, 30, on the
South side of Washington

Street; Lots 27, 28, 29, and 30 on
the North side of Adams Sirzet
and Lots 9 and 10 on the East
side of Hull Sireet, “in that part
of the eity of Montgomery known
as New Philadelphia,”

Mr, Swan is not known in
Montgomery as a jeweler, but he
might have been a partner in the
jewelry business of Lewis Owen
and Company. This conclusion is
reached from an advertisemen!
of Lewis Owen and Company
who inserted on one of the pic-
tures of the burning of the Capi-
tol, that it was distributed by
them. However, there were sev-
eral other firms who distributed
this picture and it is a known
fact that it sold at fifty cents.
Some of the concerns in Mont-
gomery gave it away with sub-
scriptions and others when you
purchased a  certain amount.
There are no extant city direc-
tories which show where Mr.
Swan lived at the time he built
his house which is supposed to
date about 1851. If he sold it in
1858 and is known to have moved
to Wilmington about 1860, he oc-
cupied it for nearly eight years.
Mrs, Yardley has recollections of
having lived in the house and
when she was in Montgomery in
the 90's enjoyed the hospitality
of Mrs. Stratford and other mem-
bers of the Ball and Seibels fam-
ilies, she renewed these pleasant
Montgomery memories with rare
joy. Mr. Charles Yardley over
the wyears through which he has
been coming to Montgomery knew
Mr. Hoxie Farley. I have seen
corres] pndence between the fam-
ilies and as 1 write I have the

sketch of our Samuel Swan, that
tn @amiial Ninmhar 4 which s

corner of Adams and South Huli-

tractive. I hope that it has allotted
yvet to it many vears there on the
gorner, .
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Court House while the fire raged
(remember the Court House was
in the center of town yonder
where the Fountain is at pres-
ent). and took a picture of this
conflagration and then this pie-
ture was sent to Sarony and Ma-
jor, New York, lithographers,
who turned out the plate 21 x
17 1-2 inches, when the publica-
tion of it was put over by Mr.
Swan and Mr. Park. I can imagine
that this was no great difficulty
for Mr. Swan had a printing es-
tablishment, even though he is
credited with being a jeweler,
and he could easily handle the
matter of publication and dis-
tribution of the picture. Many
things at that time were printed
(there is a difference between a
printer and a publisher), in the
East. It might be that the pic-
ture was printed in New York

" |and then sent down to Montgom-
“lery to be “published,” or it may

be that on the lithograph stone
both the imprint and the facts
that it was from a daguerreotype
and thal it was lithographed by
Sarony and Major, was done in
the East and Mr. Swan's print
shop inserted thereon, in the
four inch svace below the pic-
iure, the printed title.
Life in Montgomery

Mr. Yardley knew very little
about the life of his grandfather
here at Montgomery and it was
my happy privilege to give him
some data, and as well, he found.

i| some reference to him as a busi-
-| ness man, in the Library of the

Department of Archives. I re-
cently learned that when the
Swans moved from Montgomery
in 1858 they had some embar-
rassment in their new home in
Wilmington, on account of the
parrot which got some of his
training here. It seems that this
bird was quite good at singing
Southern aires and in his new
home it was difficult for these
former New Englanders to prove
that they were not Southerners.

Samuel Swan IV, was born in

Charlestown, Massachusetts, the|j

son of a sea captain, on July 5,
1815. The Captain “made” China
carrying rum and swapping it
for silks, satins and chinaware.
The family hasz yet, in New Jer-
sey, one of these pieces of china
which He brought home with him.
The cedar chest which was saved
when his boat went down, and
which was found on the Labra-
dor Cosasi, bore a note written
by the Caotain as his boat was
sinking, therefore they know
when this incident took place.
His son Samuel, our Montgom-
ery one, opened a jewelry store
shortly
after his marriage in 1842, to
Lucretia Green Staniels who was
born in Concord, New Hampshire
in 1822, The Albany store was
burned about 1846-47, and local
tradition 1s that at the request of
George C. Hall, he moved to

.|Montgomery. Margaret Tufts
*|Swan was born in New York
.| state on May 14, 1844, and Wil-
.| liara J. Swan was born in Mont-
.| gomery shortly after they moved

here. Margaret was named for
her grandmother Margaret Tufts
of Medford, Massachusetts. She it
was' of whom the Captain direct-
ed the Chinese artisan when he
was making the pieces of ware.
lo “put Peggy Tufts on it.” The
Chinaman copied the -captain’s
writing, and you may see that
statement on the bottom of the
piece of china now in the hands
of the family. Mrs. Yardley, the
former Margaret Tufts Swan,
visited in Montgomery in the
90's, while in the South to at-
tend the Cotton Staies Exposition,

) The Ball Mansion

An interesting Montgomery as-

His Samuel Number 4, whiech

sociation with Samuel Swan is
the house which he built on the

e e e

cupied it for nearly eight years.
Mrs. Yardley has recollections of
having lived in the house and
when she was in Montgomery in
the 90's enjoyed the hospitality
of Mrs. Stratford and other mem-
hers of the Ball and Seibels fam-
ilies, she renewed these pleasant
Montgomery memories with rare
joy. Mr. Charles Yardley over
the years through which he hads
been coming to Montgomery knew
Mr. Hoxie Farley. I have seen
corres1_\mdence between the fam-
ilies and as I write I have the
sketch of our Samuel Swan, that
is
from Wyman's History of Charles-
town, Massachusetts. Incidentally,

and in passing, that reference
should interest Montgomerian:
for Wyman who writes of

Charlestown, Massachusetts, is of
the one and same family, (even|
though he might be a tenth cou-
sin), of our own Wymans (of
which Miss Lucretia is one), here
at Montgomery. Our Wymans
came from Woburn, Massachu-
setts.
5 The Lottery Man

Our Samuel was best known
in Montgomery—I am just now
learning that he was a jeweler—

as a lottery man, It is quite weil
known that he printed lottery
tickets and there has long been |
a local tradifion here that ha
conducted lotteries, Old newspa-
pers advertised the fact of nu-
merous lotteries being held to
raise money for schools and oth-
er educational and cultural proj-
ects. About the latest of these
lotteries of which we have much
information is the ore conducted
for the benefit of the Southern
Military Academy of Chambers
County. I once wrote a story of
that institution and gave some de-
tails .of that lottery, so it is not
repeated here. Only recently 1
was given one of these Southern
Military Academy lottery tickets,
I am passing it on to Mr. Yard-
ey.

Mr. Swan when he left Mont-
gomery entered the Homeopathic
Medical School of Wilmington,
Delaware. During the War Be-
tween. the Statés he served in the
hospital at Wilmington. He moved
to New York City in 1870 and
thereafter enjoyed a good prac-
tice. He invented the “Potentiser,”
a machine used for the produc-
tion of homeopathic medicines
His biography shows that he died
at his home, 1330 West 39th
Street, in New York, October 18,
1893, Lucretia, his widow died in
East Orange, New Jersey, Novemn-
ber 1, 1908.

The old Swan place, the Sei-
bels-Ball Mansion, one of the old
show places of Montgomery, has
been in the possession of the chil-
dren and grandchildren of Colone]
Seibels since 1858, and is pretty
much as it was originally. Let
us hope that it will not change
hands over the succeeding years.
True it is that the rear property,
that North of the Mansion and
fronting Washington Avenue has
been separated from the owner- |
ship, but the garden and grounds ||
of the old estate are enhanced
with an attractive home, so noth-
ing has been lost there, I am in-l
terested in the Magnolia trees un |
Adams Street and I would like |
to think that they were planted |

IO s AN ISTRIOWIT T Tave moved |
fo Wilmington about 1860, he oc- |~

there by Mr. Swan. I do not know !

who designed that gateway on
South Hull Street, but the man
who did was an artist. Obviously |,
the house was built with slave |
labor. Time has mellowed it and |.
as it grows older it gets more at- -
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YOU probably have heard of the

choleric old colonel who dis-
cussed drinks with a fellow guest,
while a dear old maid listened in.
She is reputed to have said “you
know, Colonel, I think tea is the
most delightful drink,” Snapped

the Colonel, “madam, we are
talking of drinks, not stomachic
irritants.” The “pink teas” which
I sometimes stay for, after de-
livering an address, have often
served a spiced tea, dignified
with the name “Russian Tea,”
which reminds me that I would
far rather have a full-size cup
of coffee, and be permitted to sit
down and enjoy it and then have
it refilled. But, we don’t always
get what we want, so now that
coffee is rationed I suppose we
should attempt fo make the best
of the situation, even though tea
is, as estimated by the Colonel,
largely an “irritant.” An old gen-
tleman who I love to “read after,”
FEdward Wenham, an American
now living in London, has re-
cently coniributed to the New
York Sun an interesting little
story of his idea of a substitute
for “Java,” but he admits that
since he had been living in Lon-
don, he is beginning o appreciate
that substitute a little better., He
says he has fallen into the habit
of drinking tea and eating small
cakes around 4:30 in the after-
noon. He gives the correct way
to make tea and says that it is
“not to pour hot water on a
muslin bag holding the tea.” The
correct way is to “heat the teapot
with hot water, pour out the
water and dry the inside of the
pot, put in your tea and pour
water, which has that moment
begun to boil, over the tea.”

Facetiously, to him, even yet, fea
io Yoaandal enun” whirh he Tdavs

Tea

By PETER A. BRANNON

and cleareth the sight. It re-
moveth lassitude and cleanseth
adust humours and a hot liver,
It is good against cruditioes.....
and particularly for men of cor-
pulent body. It overcometh
superflous sleep and prevents
sleepiness in general a draught
of the infusion being taken so

that, without trouble whole
nights may be spent in study.”
Explaining what the word

“lippitude” means, Mr. Wenham
says it is just the common gar-
den variety of “bleariness” which
some people sometimes have on
the morning affer a too revelrous
night. *“Adjust humor” is an
early British expression for pret-
ty much the same thing.

Silver Tea Drinking Things

Most of us who are acquainted
with the more inferesting of the
cultural things know that silver
goblets, dishes, bowls, and com-
potes are the choice collectables
of an early period, but few real-
ize that there were silver cups
and saucers in those early days
just as there are porcelain and
fine china ones of the present
day. The people of more re-
fined and polished manners over
there, those who paid strict at-
tention to etiquette, poured hot
beverages out of the cup into’ the
saucer even as yours and my
grandmothers did, for you well
know that at the present time
you can't drink hot coffee out of
the cap of a thermos bottle—
metal gets entirely too hot to
handle. We know that they had
“cup’ plates” a few years later
and it is quite probable that this
early use of metal drinking cups
is what suggested it. The few
silver cups and saucers that get
onto the market at the present

nnnnn narfimi-
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cultivation of tea in China, from
which it was introduced to Japan,
dates from the 800s, It was men-
tioned first in the British cor-
respondence by the agents of the
FEast India Company shortly after
1605. The agent in Macao was
asked to send a “pot of the best
sort of chow.” Pepys (the Eng-
lishman who kept a diary), had
his first drink September 25,
1660. On the early introduction
from China it sold in England at
sixteen shillings per pound.
The Boston Tea Party

Several years ago I arrived,
with a friend, in Boston one Sun-
day night about nine p.m. We
left the train at the Old South
Station, took a cab and in a few
minutes were standing on the
dock off which, on December 16,
1773, the Boston “Indians” threw
the tea overboard. We, with the|
driver, who enjoyed as much, had |
a small “tea party” of our own.
All good Americans know that
the colonists objected to paying
even a small tax or import duty,
on the East India Company’s ex-
cess supply which they had in
London,

Alabama Tea

The Yaupon, or as sometimes
called, Cassene, which is common
to most Alabamians, ‘as the
“Christmas holly,” is  the Ilex
vomitoria (old name Ilex cassine),
and contains more caffeine than
any other North American plant.
It is a near relative of the Mate,
Paraguay tea of South America,
this latter being the beverage
source whence comes the drink
so popular in the tropical coun-
tries. Our Alabama Yaupon is
the plant which the Indians used
in the preparation of the much
used Black Drink. This decoc-
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York Sun an interesting little
story of his idea of a substitute
for “Java,” but he admits that
since he had been living in Lon-
don, he is beginning to appreciate
that substitute a little better. He
says he has fallen into the habit
of drinking tea and eating small
cakes around 4:30 in the after-
noon. He gives the correct way
to make tea and says that it is
“not to pour hot water on a
muslin bag holding the tea.” The
correct way is to “heat the feapot
with hot water, pour out the
water and dry the inside of the
pot, put in your tea and pour
water, which has that moment
begun to boil, over the tea.”
Facetiously, to him, even yet, fea
is “scandal soup,” which he says
is by no means as good as “Java.”

The history of the importation
of the first tea into England is
interesting. It came from the
Orient and the Chinese called it
“tcha.” An early advertisement,
attempting to stimulate the sale
of it, says of this drink:

“That excellent and by all
Physitians approved China Drink
called by the Chineans Tcha, by
other nations tay alias tee is sold
at the Sutaness Head, a Cophee-
house in Sweetings Rents, by the
Royal Exchange.’

“It make the body active and
lusty. It helpeth the headache,

iddiness and heaviness thereof.
t removeth obstructions from the

spleen. It is very good against
stone and gravel. It is good
against lippitude, distillations,

and saucers in those early days
just as there are porcelain and
fine china ones of the present
day. The people of more re-
fined and polished manners over
there, those who paid strict at-
tention to etiquette, poured hot
beverages out of the cup into’ the
saucer even as yours and my
grandmothers did, for you well
know that at the present time
you can't drink hot coffee out of
the cap of a thermos bottle—

‘metal gets entirely too hot to
We know that they had

handle.
“cup plates” a few years later
and it is quite probable that this
early use of metal drinking cups
is what suggested it. The few
silver cups and saucers that get
onto the market at the present
time bring big prices—particu-
larly these that are stamped with
the imprinted touch-mark or
“hall mark” of the silversmith.

These early cups of silver were
handle-less, as are all the china
ones of the original making. The
Chelsea potteries of Great Britain
copied the design of the silver
cups, bowls, saucers and oven
porringers, If interested you may
go further and find early apothe-
cary ware of porcelain and china
in reproduction of the metal
things of the ancients. Obviously
this is true for a glass and china
was fabricated or developed later
than metal.

: Camellia Thea

Botanically tea, that beverage
English people all drink and en-
joy and the stuff which is sort
of a fad substitute for the genuine

| old reliable coffee in America,
| is a Chinese plant Camellia thea.

It was discovered by Chennung
in 2737 B. C. Bodhidharma, a
missionary out of India, entered
Eastern China and sought to con-
template the virtue of Buddha

_through nine “unsleeping” years.

He stayed awake three years;
then almost fell asleep and to
prevent it, cut off his eyelids.
This enabled him to withstand
five more years when he was on
the verge of sleep and plucked
the leaves of a nearby plant to
relieve the drowsiness by chew-
ing it. From this he found such
a great stimulant that he was able
to complete his nine years. The

e eolonists objected to paying
even a small fax or import duty,
on the East India Company's ex-
cess supply which they had in
London.
Alabama Tea

The Yaupon, or as sometimes
called, Cassene, which is common
to most Alabamians, as the
“Christmas holly,” is the Ilex
vomitoria (old name Ilex cassine),
and contains more caffeine than
any other North American plant.
It is a near relative of the Mate;
Paraguay tea of South America,
this latter being the beverage
source whence comes the drink
so popular in the tropical coun-
tries. Our Alabama Yaupon is
the plant which the Indians used
in the preparation of the much
used Black Drink. This decoc-
tion was ceremoniously used on
the occasion of the festival of the
Busk, as well as being a frequent-
ly used medicine. Yaupon “tea”
has been used by the whites in
the South Atlantic States in sub-
stitute for' Chinese and Asiatic
tea. The young branches, as well
as leaves, are gathered and
parched by thoroughly drying,
when a “pinch,” or small hand-
full is put into boiling water for
the making of the tea substitute.
Experiments at points in Mary-
land and South Carolina in the
cultivation of it have been made,
‘but difficulty in marketing it has
been met with. It was a substi-
tute in war times and may yet
‘get to be again. You may find it
in most loose soil, damp creek
vallies south of the Tennessee
and around Indian town sites
there is every evidence of its
hayving been cultivated. Much of
it is now brought into the cities
for Christmas decorations.

Present day radio listeners are

| regaled with the virtues of teas

which have sundry properties
and are of various qualities. I
can look back over the period of
years and recall that drug stores
sold Oolong and other Chinese
named teas, most of which I think
came from Borneo and Java, and
they were kept on the shelves in
fancy and curiously ornamented
tin boxes, the wholesale container
substitute for the old time Tea
Caddy. These tea boxes—the
origin of the name “caddy” go-
ing back o a Malay word, were,
as you know, a small chest used
to hold the Tea leaves, in that
day when it was not bought by
the quarter of a pound (or per-
haps two ounces), in a paper car-
ton. Most any one of us who
can now own a Tea Caddy is to
be rated in the upper brackets
for they are cultural items which
only antique collectors may
cla.il‘m. & :

. Tea has played a pertinent part
in the relations begween Alger-
ica and Great Britain. The tax
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By PETER A. BRANNON

N THE construction of military
posts, air fields, {raining
camps, the U. 8. Government to-
day condemns certain property
paying to the owner an agreed
compensation, or remuneration.
In the journals of the 21st Con-
gress, back in 1830, the commit-
tee on Indian affairs had laid be-
fore it a memorial of Joshua
Kennedy, of Mobile, which set-
out, over some three or fours
pages, his claim against the Gov-
ernment for the destruction of
his mills at the time they were
occupied by U, S. soldiers during
the war with the Creek Indians
in 1813. Mr. Kennedy addressed
his memorial to the “Honorable
the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of
America in Congress Assembled.”
The memorial “respectfully
sheweth” and then went on to
recite that in 1810 he purchased
a valuable tract of land “lieing
on both sides on the Tensas
River in the territory south of
what was then called the Mis-
sissippi Territory, and eastward

of the Mississippi River and ex-

tending to the River Pedido.” He
recited that the f{erritory -—was

then in the possession of and un-

der the authority of Spain. DMr.
Kennedy then proceeded to, set-
out the faect that the ftract of
land purchased by him was one
and one-half miles south of the
thirty-first degree of North lati-
tude, together with certain other
facts. Among other things Mr.
Kennedy said:

“On the twentieth day of Octo-
ber eighteen hundred and ten,
James Madison, president of the
United States. issued a proclama-
tion commanding C. C. Claiborne,
governor of the Orleans Terri-
tory, to take possession of the
aforesaid territory, in the name
and behalf 'of the United States;
‘and the inhabitants thereof were
lenjoined to obey the laws of the
United States, and conduct them-
!selves in all things as good and
peaceable citizens. under the full
assurance that they would be
protected in the enjoyment of
their liberty, property, and re-
ligion” Your memorialist, re-
posing implicit confidence in the
positive assurances of his na-
tive government, and well con-
vinced that it possessed both the
ability and the disposition to pro-
tect its citizens, hastened to avail
himself of the pledge given by
its chief magistrate, and pro-
ceeded immediately to the culti-
vation and improvement of his
property. He erected thereon
very valuable and costly saw-
mills, a valuable cotton gin, and
cotton press, cotton houses, very
tiom)_'.grtable and convenient

Through The Years

Kennedy’s Mills

By PETER A. BRANNON

country. The troops stationed at
“Pierce’s mills” (distant about
14 miles), under the command
of Lieut. Montgomery, and the
inhabitants of the vicinity, fled
in alarm from that post, and re-
treated to Mobile, by the way of
your memorialist’s mills. The
panic was communicated to the
troops stationed there, and they
also fled to Mobile, accompan-
ied by the white inhabitants of
the neighborhood, leaving the
whole settlement on the Lower
Tensaw entirely unprotected. and
abandoning the mills and other
valuable property of vour me-
morialist to that destruction
which it was reasonable to pre-
sume, an exasperated enemy
would wreak upon an unoccu-
pied and undefended fort. In a
few days after this precipitate
retreat of the troops, a party of
hostile Creek Indians, comm‘an_g-
‘ed by Josiah Francis, (otherwise
called the “prophet”) elated by
the suceess of their attempt upon
Fort Mimms, approached the
mills with the purpose of attack-
ing them. Finding them aban-

‘doned and deserted, they pro-

ceeded to burn and destroy not

.only the mills;, but.also the cotton
ress, gin, and store houses, and

all the cotton contained therein
—the dwelling houses and other
improvements erected by your
memorialisl; leaving the place of
his residence a scene of utter and
indiscriminable ruin. The loss
sustained by your memorialist
exceeded $23,000. That he has
sustained this loss because of
the occupation of his mills by
the forces of the United States,
is apparent from the fact, that
the private property adjacent,
remained uninjured; and your
memorialist cannot otherwise ex-
plain why he was specially se-
lected as the object on whom
the enemy lavished all his hos-
tility. The troops stationed at
his mills retreated under the ap-
prehension that they would be
attacked, and the propriety of
such apprehensions was simply
confirmed by the events which
succeeded their retreat.”

Some Pertinent Associations

Included in the above is some
little known American history,
and as well, some very pertinent
United States history. Few other
than the deepest historians, 1
venture to say. knew that Ensign
Davis commanded the Kennedy's
Mills on the Tensas River in Au-
gust 1813 and still fewer know
that Pierce’s Mills, 14 miles from
Kennedy's Mills, were under
command of Lieut. Montgomery.
It might interest vou for me as
well, to call attention to the fact
that Lieut. Montgomery seems to
have “fallen back” from his post
10 Mohile Vo urdll nata thas i~

‘preparation for

through the Southwest, in pre-
historic times, passed this way
and this might have influenced
the influx of immigrants in set-
tling there, Looking backwards
we recall that Major Kirkland
was en route fo this country
when he was set-on by the In-
dians in 1788 at a small stream-
head which we today call Mur=
der Creek. Tradition says that
the Major carried sufficient gold
with him fo purchase lands and
establish himself in that country.
If so the Spaniards of Pensacola
got the gold for the Indians prob-
ably used it with which to buy
goods.

Whether Kennedy's Mill, that
saw mill which Mr, Kennedy
says was cutting the timber in
; the repairs at
Mobile and Mobile point, existed
after the close of the Indian War,
I do not know. The Kennedy
name has long been in the rec-
ords at Mobile. Dr. Peter Hamil-
ton says, quoting Mobile Deed
Books, that Joshua Kennedy, in
1810, bought from Madam Diego
McVoy, paying therefor $650, the
Rains’ Creek and Farmer's Bluff
property, This would indicate

that Kennedy's Mills were on the
old plantation seat of Major Rob-

ert Farmer, one-time British gov-
ernor of Mobile and around
whom much Mobile and Blake-
ley Island history is centered.
e original Farmer place was
of 12,800 arpens. We know this
locality along the river today as
the “Stockton neighborhood” and
the early writers speak of it as
having been settled by Tory ref-
ugees.
_ That section of Alabama is rich
in Spanish, French and other old
world traditions.
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enjoined to obey the laws of the
United States, and conduct them-
'selves in all things as good and
peaceable citizens. under the full
assurance that they would be
protected in the enjoyment of
their liberty, property, and re-
ligion.! Your memorialist, re-
posing implicit confidence in the
positive assurances of his na-
tive government, and well con-
vinced that it possessed both the
ability and the disposition to pro-
tect its citizens, hastened to avail
himself of the pledge given by
its chief magistrate, and pro-
ceeded immediately to the culti-
vation and improvement of his
property. He erected thereon
very wvaluable and costly saw-
mills, a valuable cotton gin, and
cotton press, cotton houses, very
comfortable and convenient
dwelling houses, with _out houses
and offices attached. He selected
this as the site of his permanent
residence, and expended ten
thousand eight hundred and fifty-
one dollars upon the improve-
ments, which he reared upon and
around it. The mills, ete., built
ftupon this place, were familiarly
called ‘Kennedy’s Mills! Your
memorialist further represents,
that he was, at this time, exten-
sively engaged in commercial
pursuits, and his cofton houses,
| presses and gin, were filled with
cotton, which he had purchased
and stored upon its -delivery,
preparatory te ifs shipment to
Liverpool, where his mercantile
correspondent resided. In the
month of August, in the year
eighteen hundred and thirteen,
the cotton stored in his houses,
which he had purchased during
{he previous years, and which he
had colleeted for shipment (con-
sisting of two hundred and twen-
fy bales of pressed cotton, a
large quantify of seed cotton, and
a quantity of ginned and un-
pressed cotton), cost your me-
morialist eleven thousand seven
hundred and forty dollars, at
which time also, there was con-
tained in his storehouses, a con-

siderable quantity of cordage,
bagging and bale 7rope. The
mills were, at this time, em-

ployed in the sawing and prep-
aration of lumber. for the repair
of the fort at Mobile and Mo-
bile point; and a large quantity
of sawed lumber, belonging to
yvour memorialist. was also col-
lected at the mills.
| “¥Your memorialist further rep-
| resents, that, in the same month
of the same year, while the war
| was raging between the United
States and Great Britain, and
while the hostile Creek Indians
were committing cruel and ruin-
ous devastations upon the settle-
ments of the white inhabitants,
General Claiborne, the com-
mander in chief of the volunteer
troops, in the service of the
United States, issued his order to
Major Beasley, who then com-
manded at Fort Mimms, requir-
ing him to occupy the mills with
a detachment of the wvolunteer
troops, for the purpose of pro-
tecting the lower Tensaw seftle-
ment. Major Beasley attended in
person, and executed the order of
General Claiborne. The mills
were taken possession of, and
occupied by a detachment of
troops; they were enclosed with
the lumber collected at the mills,
and fortified under the imme-
diate inspection and superin-
tendence of Major Beasley him-
self, who returned to Fort
Mimms, leaving Ensign Davis in
command. i

The massacre of Fort Mimms,

‘the troops at Kennedy's

an event well known to history,
spread a general and pervading
panic throughout the aa]acent]

prehension that they would be
attacked, and the propriety of
such apprehensions was simply
confirmed by the events which
succeeded their retreat.”

Some Pertinent Associations

Included in the above is some
little known American history,
and as well, some very pertinent
United States history. Few other
than the deepest historians, I
venture to say, knew that Ensign
Davis commanded the Kennedy's
Mills on the Tensas River in Au-
gust 1813 and still fewer know
that Pierce's Mills, 14 miles from
Kennedy's Mills, were under
command of Lieut. Montgomery.
It might interest you for me as
well, to call attention to the fact
that Lieut, Montgomery seems to
have “fallen back” from his post
to Mobile. You will note that the
memorialist says *fled in alarm.”
He also seems to intimate that
the panic was communicated to
Mill.
Lieut, Montgomery of that com-
mand is the officer for whom
Fort Montgomery was called.
The records show that he was in
tha 7th U. S. Infantry., Fort
Montgomery, according to the
geography, was at what was for
many years Tensas Post Office,
in Baldwin County, back east
out of the swamp from Fort
Mimms. Pierce’'s Mills and
“Pierce’'s Gin House,” the latter
ithe designation used by Col.
Pickett, is the site of the settle-
ment of the two New England-
ers who lived on Boat Yard Lake
some two miles down stream
from Mimm's Stockade, opposite
the east end of Nannahubba Is-
land.

The Tensaw Country

Mimms was undoubtedly a
Royalist during the American
Revolution and probably went
into the rich river lands after
the close of the Revolution along
with many other Georgians and
Carolinians who moved igto that
group of Atlanfic coast people
who by 1800 had pretty well set-
tled the Delta country near the
junction of the Alabama and
Tombigbee Rivers. The Pierces
had the first school in Alabama,
so Col. Pickett says; and they
likewise had a gin house; the
second to be operated in what is
now the territory of Alabama.
The first gin was that of Abra-
ham Mordecai which was at
Coosada Landing on the opposite
bank east of the old town of
that name), about mnine miles
northeast of the city of Mont-
gomery.

Many late historians and geog-
raphers have confused Fort
Montgomery and Montgomery |
city. Fort Montgomery, long time |
known as Montgomery Hill, and |
for long more than 100 years|
the Tensaw Post Office, was in
existence some years before the
town of Montgomery, now the
capital of Alabama, was founded.
The Tensaw couniry of Alabama
probably attracted settlers who
came originally with the inten-
tion of ecultivating Indigo as they
had in South Carolina. They
found that region rich in cane
and good for cattle raising, and
very productive as agricultural
lands so instead of producing
Indigo they raised cotton and
corn, thus necessitating the in-
stallation of that cotton gin in
that Spanish dominated country.
Most of the settlers lived above
the Thirty-first Degree of North
Latitude which was later fixed
as the Northern Boundary of
Spain. The main route of {ravel
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Old Grier

By PETER A. BRANNON

-ONE OF my earliest recollec-

tions is of a paper pamphlet,
not bound in cover, which hung on
the left side of the mantel, on a
nail which I think had been pri-
marily put there to hold the
stocking which Santa Claus was
to fill, but which nail was used
dall the rest of the year as the
“hook” for the Almanaec. This fa-
miliar household necessity was
Grier's Almanac, by which the
ordinary family “swore.” It car-
ried the weather forecast and
told you when to plant the gar-
den and what seeds were to be
sown then, and when the plow-
ing should be done, as well as
carried a daily encyclopedia ref-
erence to the happenings which
have occurred since the Ameri-
can Revolution on that particu-
lar date, and the Zodiac prognos-
tications.

The 1943 issue of Grier's Al-
manac is being distributed and
I have one and [ am rather proud
of it, It is the one hundredth and
thirty-seventh annual edition.
That means that this particular
Almanac began issue in 1806.
Jimmy Durr, who sent it fo me
says: “During the life time of
the late Grover Hall, it was a
pleasure to keep him supplied
with Grier's Almanaes, but in
recent years Grover complained
that the Almanac didn't have the
little green string attached so
that it might be hung on the
nail.” *

While Grier's is by no means
as old as the Old Farmer's Alma-
nac of New England, which
dates from 1774, it is by no
means a “spring chicken” and it
has not last its intriguing charm
through all the period of my life-
time. Those older than myseld
tell me that it is about as good
as it ever was. In my childhood
I noted that Doctor Otis Ashmore
computed the astronomical ob-
servations and I imagined 'that
gentleman was a long-haired Sa-
vant who was so learned that
he would be far and above my
class. In after years I had the
pleasure of getting acguainted
with him—he was secretary of
the Georgia Historical Society—
and learned to regard him very
highly, even though I did not
consider his scienfific ability as
a forecaster fo be comparable
with that of my dear old friend

gl T AT P e ST SR BER

entertaining section, the page de-
voted to the Zodiac and his dif-
ferent signs. You will find in the
general discussion of the weather
and the fransit of the planets
that: “Venus will start the year
in Sagittarius just east of the
Milkmaid’s dipper, and will cross
the Milkyway in Gemini about
the middle of May, pass four
degrees South of Pollux and two
degrees north of Jupiter on June
1.” Venus will almost occult Reg-
ulus on July 6.

Years ago the wrapping coun-
ter in any drug store was clut-
tered with at least a half dozen
different almanacs. You could
take your choice, but Grier's was
considered one of the most popu-
lar and reliable authorities. I
made an investigation the other
day and I found that one of the
leading retail stores here had
the Ladies Birthday Almanac,
Grier's Almanac and Swamp Root
Almanae and that they did not
anticipate having any other va-
rieties. It would seem that the
almanac as a medium of adver-
tising is either ceasing to be of
value, or that times have gotten
so hard that patent medicines
are finding it difficult to appeal
to the public through these
sources. The Ladies Birthday Al-
manae, a product of the Lydia E.
Pinkham Company, has been on
the market for many years.
Swamp Root as a kidney remedy,
is not much over fifty years old,
so of course they are not old in
the almanac business. Formerly
there were almanacs issued by
the Chill Tonic people, The Sar-
saparilla people, and many other
patent medicine concerns.

Poor Richard

Most of Americans know that
{he almanac in this country had
ifs greatest inspiration in, though
not its origin in, the volume
which Benjamin Franklin called
“Poor Richard’'s Almanac.” The
old Farmer’s Almanac of New
England is not as old but has
continued year after year. “Poor
Richard” died and as far as 1
know nobody succeeded him.

Blums, an almanae prized by
some Monigomerians is, accord-
ing to the statement on the back
of the book, one hundred and
fifteen years old this 1943,

g!;ﬂ Farmers
T=aia homas, founder of the

nine, Saturn has nine, Uranus has

four, Neptune one. Further,
Thanksgiving Day will be Now.
25, 1943. Further, the Autumnal|
Egquinox begins at twelve min-

utes after four on Sept. 24. Fa-*

ther's Day in 1943 is June 20.
Zwinglius is Oct. 29, (don't ask
me, 1 don't know what that is),
and Ground Hog Doy is Feb, 2.
Fly eggs won't hatch if you will
sprinkle Borax on them. You
cannot see the Planet Mars very
much in January. Sprinkle salt
on the rugs to keep from raising
a high dust. 1943 is the year 5666
of the Julian period. If you need
to weigh butter compute that the

‘piece the size of a small egg will

be two ounces, this reckoning to
apply when you have no scales.
All in all, may I close by say-
ing that even those who aspire to
be high brows should get an al-
manac, it is entertaining, if you
don’t consider it constructive.
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as old as the Old Farmer's Alma-
nac of New England, which
dates from 1774, it is by no
means a “spring chicken” and it
has mot last its intriguing charm
through all the period of my life-
fime, Those older than myself
tell me that it is about as good
as it ever was. In my childhood
I noted that Doctor Otis Ashmore
computed the astronomical ob-
servations and I imagined (that
gentleman was a long-haired Sa-
vant who was so learned that
he would be far and above my
class. In after years I had the
pleasure of getting acquainted
with him—he was secretary of
the Georgia Historical Society—
and. learned to regard him ve
highly, even though I did not
consider his scienfific ability as
a forecaster to be comparable
with that of my dear old friend
Patriclc Henr
in charge of the Weather Station
in Montgomery, I should hasten

Ashmore looked ahead for a year
and a half and when he made up
his. copy for the publisher in the
Fall of one year he told you
whether it was going to rain on
the afterncon of Dee. 17, fifteen
months hence. Mr. Smyth fore-
casted in the morning paper that
it would be cloudy the next aft-
ernoon,

Anyhow, I have always been
interested in the weather and
that very interesting young fel-
low Wallace Paterson, ncw on
the other side of the river, Doctor
R. P. Burke, P. H Smyth (and
perhaps one or two others), in
the other days interested me
greatly with their discussions of
whether the high winds which
were coming in from the Rocky
Mountains would meet the warm
air over the Mississippi Valley
and bring rain to Montgomery,
Ala., day after tomorrow after-
noon. In the old days when my
grandfather wanted to plant tur-
nips he consulted the almanaec
and knew that it was going to
be cloudy about the middle of
the week and perhaps rain in a
day or two after that, so he pre-
pared the ground and got ready
to sow seed. We never planted
potato slips by the almanac fore-
cast, but if it happened to rain
when the almanac said it would
then they were hurriedly put in-
to the ground in order that they
could probably sprout before it
was too dry.

The Owners of Grier's

An Atlanta wholesale drug
house owns Grier’'s Almanac and
at the present time there is a
Georgia edition, an Alabama edi-
tion, a South Carolina edition,
and one for each of the other
Southern States and Texas, I
do not know ‘how much of an is-
sue they publish, but I happen
to know that our local whole-
sale drug store here, the Durr
Drug Company, distributes 25,-
000 copies each year, so that .al-
manae must have a pretty good
circulation throughout the Gulf
Country. The 1943 edition is pret-
ty much like all the rest of them.
It carries jokes, unique adver-
tisements, admonitions, and sun-
dry bits of information, We learn
therein that quinguagesima
Sunday™ that is Shrove
‘Sunday, is on March 7. We also
are told that the ninth wedding
anniversary, they are all set
down chronologically, is “pot-
tery”. There is an Atlanta adver-
tisement shown wherein you may
buy tombstones for eleven dol-
lars and ninety-five cents. They
will insert thereon a reasonable
amount of leftering. Glue which
holds your false teeth in place
can be bought, through an ad-
vertisement in the almanac and
you can find out, by writing to a
certain address, how to make
people love you. The glue and

ple love you, cost ten cents each
[to the purchaser.
The Sign Of The Zodiac
Almanaes are most fascinating
to the users through that very
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s long time.

Y |ing to the statement on the back

to explain, however, that Doctor | T

the directions about making peo- |
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the almanac business. Formerly |-

“Truly that is a very interesting

'stitution may be an example to

‘the cultured and the ones un-

‘fion: “What are you doing in the

; stefnly-,
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there were almanacs issued by
the Chill Tonic people, The Sar-
saparilla people, and many other
patent medicine concerns.

Poor Richard

Most of Americans know that
the almanac in this country had
its greatest inspiration in, though
not its origin in, the volume
which Benjamin Franklin called
“Poor Richard's Almanac.” The
old Farmer’s Almanac of New
England is not as old but has
continued year after year. “Poor
Richard” died and as far as I
know nobody succeeded him.

Blums, an almanac prized by
some Montgomerians 1is, accord-

of the book, one hundred and
lifteen years old this 1943,
Gld Farmers

Isaiah Thomas, founder of the
American Antiguarian Society,
began issuing the Farmer's Al-
manac in 1774. In 1793 Robert B.
homas, his son, took over the
publication. A local association
with the old Farmer's Almanac
is a reference in the 1914 Centen-
nial of the West Boyleston Manu-
facturing Company, There is in

‘that volume a picture of the old

Robert Thomas house wherein
Farmer's almanac was published
prior to 1800, and which Svas in
after years part of the plant of
the West Bayleston Manufactur-
ing Company. This establishment
demolished the Thomas house
about 1901, when the State of
Massachusetts took over certain
property of the West Boyleston
Company and they moved some- |
time shortly thereafter to East-
hampton, Mass. The West Boy-
leston Cotton Mills located mow
at Montgomery and which moved
here fr(,zm Massachusetts  about
1927, is 'the oldest textile corpo-
ration in North America. They
have continuocusly operated since
1814. This concern has all the
records of the establishment
from the time they started busi-
ness down to the present time.

fact to the modern historian. Too
many of our present corporations
have erroneously reached the
conclusion that they may every
few years destroy their records
as. being of no further value. I
hope that this old American in-

some of these present radieal
ones and that the records being
made by the present day indus-
tries may be saved for future
posterity.

Tao those who would go further
into the subject of almanacs let
me commend a story in the cur-
renf January number of the Mag-
azine Antigues by Norman L.
Dodge. While the almanac is a
modeler of thought for the ordi-
nary cross section of life, it is by
no means a poor man's literary
tool. The rich and the poor and

learned, both and all, ean hard-
Iy refrain from admitting that
the lowly almanac has an appeal.
Before me I see the conversa-

pantry Willie? asked mother
“Fighting temutation,
mother,” replied Willie meekly.
I turn on further and see under
the story of Our World Family
for 1943 that Mercury, one of the
stars, will be best observed this
Spring, a few days before and
after April 30, when it is the eve-
ning star. You may learn further
that the World Family includes
the moons that circle around the
planets and that the earth has|
one, Mars has two, Jupiter has'
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LABAMA has among it's many
Indian names several which
have been current in the history
of the State from the beginning

which ‘have no particuiar appai-
ent reason for their everlasting
continuance when many of the
prominently outstandine old town
sites and individual uames have
totally faded wvut of existence.
The name Choccolocco 1s one in
the folklore of these abroginal
people, but we cannot seem to
definitely put our fingers on any-
thing outstanding in connection
with the origin of it unless it be
the circumstance of the physical
character of a stream which is
so called.

There is a village on the old
Georgia Pacifie, now the South-
ern Railroad, in Calhoun County,
east of Anniston, which perpetu-
ates the name of the large stream
which drains much of Calhoun
and Talladega Counties. The ori-
gin of the name is attributable
to the Creek language. “Chahki”
“Lako” which means Big Shoal,
is the name given to the stream
which is a wide shallow ecreek
with many shoals, or small falls,
and which could hardly ever be
made navigable except by the
use of dams, though there were
several early surveys by the Unit-
ed States office of Engineers
locking to the use of it for navi-
gation purposes. Early settlers
called this word Choccolocco, or
something sirhilar. This creek
was one of the sources of an
early power plant and has figured
rather prominently in the history
of that locality.

Choccolocco Creek s pelled
“chockolocko,” is on the LaTour-
ette Indian Lands Map of 1833,
and on the Alabama State map
of 1844 issued by the same carto-
grapher, Choceoloceo Valley, a
natural lowland between the
Choccoloceo Mountains, west, and
the hills of southeast Talladega
County, was one of the earliest
named regions after, the settle-
ment of the State by white peo-
ple. A high range of hills in
Calhoun County received the
same name obviously all of them
from the Indian named stream.
I have seen the name used not
only there, but in other sections
of the State, as “Shugarlock.”
Dr. Albert S. Gatschet, in his
list of Creek towns, locates the
original Indian Village of the
name on the Chattahoochee River
and classifies it-as a Lower Creek
town, but the census list of 1832-
33, made after the Land Session
under the Washington Treaty
of that year, shows an Up%er
Creek town of the name. r.
Gatschet says that the Chatta-
hoochee River town was settled
from Okfuski. If such is the case
this was probably the farthest
north of any of the Lower Creek
towns. In the records of the In-
dians there was a similar town
mentioned lower down the Chat-
pdogochee and not far iron
great Coweta Town, known as
Shugarlock. Even in the Iate
1800’s a locality in Russell Coun-
ty was called by that designa-
tion. It was on one of the drain-
age waters from the west, into
the Chattahoochee River. Dr.
Gatschet’s rendition of the word
“tchuko lako” means _:‘gre‘at
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and have lasted until now, but

 White Plains was one time a
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Choccolocco In

Calhoun

By PETER A. BRANNON

named for an early seifler in
Calhoun County was in later
years a village in Cleburne Coun-
ty. Neither one of these places
exist today as towns, though
there are small settlements there.
Silver Run and Eastaboga were
in 1861, in Talladega County.

rather good size village. Chula-
finee, perpetuating an Indian
name, has far more reputation
in Alabama in connection with
it's gold mining operations than
it does with furnishing soldiers
to the Confederate Army. That
Indian word means “Pine log
crossing,” so there must have
been in the early days a pine tree
fallen across a stream which pro-
vided a footing and the Indians
gave the designation from that
circumstance,

Eastaboga is the incorrect
spelling of an Indian word which
is generally worn down to be
“Estaboga.” It actually means a
site where people lived. “Isti”
was the Creek Indian word for
people; or a collection of indi-

viduals, more than one. “Apoga,” |
means dwelling place, that is
“istiapoga” wmeaning dwelling

place of people.

The word Wehaga, frequently
spelled Wehagee, is not in the
nomenclature of that section of
the State at the present time,
though the sound of the word
was common in the Creek In-
dian Janguage. The correct spell-
ing would not be “we,” but “oui,”
which is incorrectly rendered
“we” or "w,i’ The Wehadkee
“we” or “wi”. The Wehadkee
Creek of today is a stream in
Randolph County which flows
into the Chattahoochee River,
entering it in Troup Coun-
ty. Georgia. Some years after the
War there was a village in Ran-
dolph County of the name Wi-
hadkee and this may pe the Weha-
ga of the Confederate records.
The name means “white water,”
“wi” or “oul,” means water and
“hatki” means white or light
colored. The generally expressed
term for large water is Wiahat-
ki. That is the Creek Indians
would express it that way when
meaning the ocean.

At the same time there is a lo-
cality in Calhoun County called
Ohatchee. This is listed on La-
Tourette’s map of 1844, as a
stream name in Calhoun Coun-
ty and Indianologists have in-
terpreted the word as meaning
“Upper creek.” Dr. Reed in his
analysis of Creek Indian names,
says that the stream being just
north of another stream, Tallas-
seehatchee Creek, it is not un-
likely that the significance is an
intended one. Whether this In-
dian word has any relation to
the name of a stream in Russell
County called “Thagee” which
might be “Wehagee,” I would not
say. “Wi and “i” and “oui” all
have the same sound and all
signify “water,” so used in con-

sirean n e cl

suggest some kind of a wate
course.

Ohatchee was, quofing Calhoun
County historians, settled by the
Gray, the Meharg and the Grig-
ging families. They seem fo
think they should be classified
as the “old Fort Strother neigh-
borhood.” If it is sn considered

repent years as Hawkins® “Let-
iers,” gives us a pretty good word
picture of that section of Ala-
bama. He called this one of the
branch villages of the Okfuskee
settlements,- Chau-ke Thlucco.
Dr. John Swanton of the Bureau
of American Ethnology, reaching
his determination through pho-
netic as well as philological
sources, tells us that the word
should be spelled “tcha hki lako”
and that it is “Big Shoal” or if
you are of a mind to broaden it,
think of the meaning as “Big
Ford.” These conclusions, while
reached through arm chair in-
vestigations, are pretty well ar-
rived at for when one visits that
locality and observes the streams
as it appeared 30 years ago when
I first saw it, readily sees that
it was shallow and wide and
filled with shoals.

Okfuskee (though that is mot
the scientific spelling of the
nanie), was the largest town,
when its branches were con-
sidered, in the Upper Creek Na-
tion. These people built no
fences around the town. They
had ecattle, hogs, and horses and
the range was a good one. In
1796 the Chattahoochee River In-
dians—not meaning that the In-
dians lived on the river, but
on the branch waters of that
stream—had moved over and set-
tled on the waters of the Talla-
poosa. A map will show that
it would not be necessary to vi-
sion them as having moved but
a_relatively few miles west.
That section of the State is
peculiarly mentioned in the early
writings as having afforded good
grazing opportunities for live-
stock. The shoals of the streams
had considerable moss which the
traders referred to as “salt grass.”
There are other references par-
ticularly in the region now in-
cluded in Randolph and Cleburne
Counties where mention is made
of “salt licks.” Obviously these
low bottom lands which have
produced considerable cane would
be good for the raising of cattle
and hogs. As well, it is a known
fact that there were a great
many acorns in this section of
the State, so “Acorn fed hams”
must have been reasonalily com-
mon delicacies in the last days of
the 1700°s in that section of Ala:
bama.

Inasmuch as the 182 census
includes a town called Chocca-
locco, though not spelled that
way, and does not include the
other branch towns of the Okfus-
kees, in that locality, it is as-
sumed that all the natives there-
about were credited to that town.
They, like most of the neigh-
bors, went west with the removal
in 1836-37.

Capitol Woodmen

Plan Celebration

1 1548 “Wood-
men of the World, will hold its
first anniversary celebration Jan,
20. The program, arranged by
the loeal committee, will include
addresses by Dr. W. M. Craw-
ford, national director of the so-

ciety and R, S. Cartledge, past
head consul of Alahoma

e i
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Calhoun County received the
same name obviously all of them
from the Indian named stream.
I have seen the name used not
only there, but in other sections
of the State, as “Shugarlock.”
Dr. Albert S. Gatschet, in his
list of Creek towns, locates the
original Indian Village of the
name on the Chattahoochee River
and classifies it as a Lower Creek
town, but the census list of 1832-
33, made after the Land Session
under the Washington Treaty
of that year, shows an Upper
Creek town of the name. Dr.
Gatschet says that the Chatta-
hoochee River town was settled
from Okfuski., If such is the case
this was probably the farthest
north of any of the Lower Creek
towns. In the records of the In-
dians there was a similar town
mentioned lower down the Chat-

oochee and not far from the
great Coweta Town, known as
Shugarlock. Even in the late
1800’s a locality in Russell Coun-
ty was called by that designa-
tion. It was on one of the drain-
age waters from the west, into
the Chattahoochee River. Dr.
Gatschet's rendition of the word
“tchuko lako” means “great
cabin,” intending to signify the
larger one of the buildings in the
public square of a Creek Indian
town. It may be that the philolo-
gists are going rather deep in-
to the subject when “chuko”
means “house” and ‘“chahki” or
“chahko” means the “shoals” of
a stream, anyhow, *lako” in' the
language is “big,” so it is either
a big creek, or a big house.

(“Choccoloceo” Post Office was
established about 1879, so the lo-
cal historians eclaim, (though T
have not checked this against the
records), with J. F. M. Davis as
postmaster. He was of the Da-
vis family, one of the three fami-
lies which went to make origi-
nally the community known by
the name. The Hughes and the
Scarbroughs were the other two).

The Choccolocco Rifles

The local designation of Com-
pany “H,” 10th Alabama Infan-
try, C. S. A., was the Choccolocco
Rifles. These men went from
Chulafinee, Wehaga, White
Plains, Oxford, Silver Run, Eas-
taboga, Arbacoochee, Corn Grove,
Jacksonville and Abernathy. The
command went out under Capt.
Woodford Hanna, who resigned
and was succeeded by Francis
Black, who was killed at TurkEﬂ
Run, Virginia. Alford (thoug
the name should be Alfred ac-
cording to the official records),
T. Martin. First Sergeant, was the
last Captain. Sergeant Martin
was promoted to Junior Second
Lieutenant on the 27 of June 1862.
He was promoted to Senior Sec-
on Lieutenant on the 26 of July
1862. He was made First Lieu-
tenant on the 15 of March 1864,
and promoted to Captain on the
6 of June 1864. In the last roll
call he was in Command of Com-
pany. This outfit was mustered
on the 4th of June 1861.

There was no such a place, or
even a community as Choccoloc-
co in 1861, in that section of the
State, but most of the men in the
outfit seem to have resided in
the Choccolocco Valley, so that
would probably explain the name
of the outfit, (In after years,
Choceolocco was a Post Of-
fice and a railroad station on
the Georgia Pacific, eight miles
east of Anniston).

Arabacoochee, whence some of!

those men came, was a Post Of-
fice at one time, in what is now
Cleburne County. Abernathy,

term for large water is Wiahat-
ki. That is the Creek Indians
would express it that way when
meaning the ocean.

At the same time there is a lo-
cality in Calhoun County called
Ohatchee. This is listed on La-
Tourette’s map of 1844, as a
stream name in Calhoun Coun-
ty and Indianologists have in-
terpreted the word as meaning
“upper creek.” Dr. Reed in his
analysis of Creek Indian names,
says that the stream being just
north of another stream, Tallas-

seehatchee Creek, it is not un- |

likely that the significance is an
intended one. Whether this In-
dian word has any relation to
the name of a stream in Russell
County called “Thagee” which
might be “Wehagee,” I would not
say. “Wi and “i" and *oui” all
have the same sound and all
signify “water,” so used in con-
_nection. with a_ stream.

: - _would:
suggest some kind of a water

course.

Ohatchee was, quoting Calhoun
County historians, settled by the
Gray, the Meharg and the Grig-
ging families. They seem fo
think they should be -classified
as the “old Fort Strother neigh-
borhood,” 1If it is so considered
locally, then a pretty good full
book could be written about
that section of the county. An-
drew Jackson built Fort Stroth-
er in the last days of 1813 and
named it for John of the Vir-
ginia family who was an officer
in his detachment of Tennessee
troops. Capt. John by the way
was buried at Fort Jackson (the
old French Fort Toulcuse), on
the Coosa some 16 miles north of
Montgomery and his bones rested
until they were disturbed in 1897,
when I presume their dust was
carried along with others of
Jackson's Tennesseans to the Mo-
bile Cemetery.

Corn Grove might be a local
community name of 1861, for an
Indian town on a stream called
Hottearchee, The Indians had a
place Tohotokagi, spelled by Col.
Hawkins, the Indian Agent in
1796, Toohtocau-gee, that word
meaning, “standing corn cribs.”
It is not unlikely that the Corn
House Indians, as they were
known, and these latter settlers
at Corn Grove, lived not far
from the same locality.

Arbacoochee is a present day
village in Cleburne (a small ab-
original settlement was a branch
village of a very old Indian
town). The original town was
an Upper Creek village in Tal-
ladega County, the later setile-
ment (by whites), was in Cal-
houn in that section which sub-
sequently became Cleburne. The
word means “pile at the base of,”
or “heap at the root of.” The
name came from the custom of
piling up the scalps of captives
at the base of the pole in the
middle of the town square.

Some Eariy References

When William Bartram was
traveling from the Cherokee
Count yto the Creeks in 1777, he
listed the towns on the *Chata
Uche River” which speak the
Muscogulge tongue and one of
them was “Chocke clucea.” Col
Benjamin Hawkins, the Indian
Agent who came into the county
in 1796, and wrote extensively
in his report, referred to as Haw-
kins' Sketch of the Creek Coun-
try, to the government, as well
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; I walk along the street
p and note a shini chain
around the ankle of the girl in
front of me, I wonder i'ﬁ-she is
merely following a fad in wear-
ing it, or whether she is sincere
in allowing the boy to enslave
her when he locked it around

her ankle. Of course presuming
that she wears it und% those

~condilions. I have been tald that
they are Identificalion Tag
chains, or they carry the name

=

of the boy friend in the%Ai:’my,
or they are merely worn to ex-
press. the same thought that a
wristlet or bracelet would do—

©an ornament. | |

hing that makes, t
.'iongon“mer?%vt' e P

. The one
most impr
trimness of the lady’s ankle or
the beauty of her face, if T see if,
but the daredevilness of that per-
sonality in® front of ‘me, particu-
larly when 1 see one heing worn
under a pair of sheer Nylon
stockings. Verily! one in this day
and time who will wear a metal
chain under a pair of stockings
which certainly couldn’t be
bought for less than two dollars
and fifty cents, and may have
cost twenty dollars, must be in
War Production, or rolling in in-

come in-some way that they can

afford the liability of pulling one

of those minute threads W 1ich go

Through

51aves%cha}ns

S

ﬁThe' Years

1

to make American women’s' legs
the most beautiful—so the repu-
tation goes—of any in the world.

RBearing all of this in mind I
have gone info the writings of

antiquity and under references
to certain classes of adornment,
I find one marked “primitive
slave jewelry.” These little mod-
ern anklets, or ankle-chains, or
name plates, or idenfification
tags, which ever you want to call
them, are nothing new and
women seem to have been doing
that from near the beginning of
time, so it is nothing to be sur-
prised about. Dionysieus, the
Greek -« traveler, -wrote—some-
time ago—of his impression of
ersians: JBE A |
“Gold armor on their bodis,
Gold bridles on their horges,
Gold shackles on the anides of
their women."” -
He mentions that the courts
and harems of ancient Persia,
were in fact wery luxuricusy and
further says that slave jewelry
of considerable magnificence was
worn by the women. Angther
writer has said that while there
is no mention made in the Bible
of Queen Esther's chains, she
must have worn them. He said
Jinasmuch as she was the most
exalted member of the Royal

i

Persian harem, she most prob-

By PETER i, BRANNON
]

ihe Israelites won.

ably wore knee-chains as well as

-ankle-chains. While the ency-

clopedia treatment of this type
of jewelry is under “primitive”
slave jewelry, = the practice of
wearing that kind does not seem
to “have ever been confined to
wild and primitive peoples..

If you will read the Bible you
will find that the Midianites,
about 12000 B. C, kept their
women in ornamental gold ank-
lets, one about each leg. When
Moses got out of the Desert, or
the Wilderness as we were, in
our young days, taught to call it,
there was a fight between the
Israelites and the Midianites, and
All the cap-
iured males and married women
were slain, the young ones taken
into bondage and amalgamated
into the tribe. Mention is made
of the ernam®ntal chains which
were worn by these captive peo-
ple. The Hebrews, after that
day, used slave jewelry on tfheir
own women to a considerable
extent, and Chapter Three of
Isaiah says:

- “Moreover Jehovah said be-
cause the daughters of Jerusalem
are haughty and walk with out-
stretched necks and wanton eyes,
walking and mincing as they go,
and making a tinkling with their
feet; therefore the Lord will take

away the beauty of their anklets
That word
“mincing” is an expression used
to define the short steps which

‘and ankle-chains."”

would be forced when the women
wore chains, of no great length,
to hold their feet and knees to-
gether. These chains

make a sound. Even though that
was some eight hundred or

der the Sun. Customs come and

habits go, but the old ones seem|

to come back again.

Other writers on the subject
of ancient jewelry have dwelt at
considerable lenglh on the wear-
ing of chains, be these chains
around the neck, or the waist, or
‘the leg, or the feet. ,Solomon
sang—you will find that in the
Songs of Solomon, when he ob-
served one of his beauties, “how
beautiful are thy feet. in sandals,
O Prince's daughter!” (He also
said other things about the lady
Tut I am writing of ormaments,
not of the ornamented.)

1t is noted by most of the early

fwriter that the daughters of the

L

upper class were carefully and
beautifully shained, and that the
women were fastened by their
hushbands, or iheir fathers, to
make it more difficult for them
to move about. Of course the

modern youth who wears a pretty |

little silver or gold chain around
her ankle at the present time, in
ninety-nine cases out of a hun-
dred don’t tell her daddy about
it when she puts it on.
Some Pagan References

‘Phat, however, is by way of
parenthesis and 1 should get back
to my story. Hebrew women of
the East were the only ones who
wore skirts. Most other Orientals
wore trousers. The Hebrew wom-
en wore anklets studdied with

‘gems and pearls and hanging

with litt¥e bells, but they did not
wear knee chams. The Carthage-
nians—and old Carthage history
should be in the limelight at the

‘present time, even though un-

very few modern
readers know that
in North Africa

fortynately
newspaper
Carthage was

striking
the metal of the anklet, or garter
‘at the knee, would necessarily

a |
thousand years before Christ, we
had anklets and metal garters,
both ornamented with bells andfthe Indians made of leather, or
jingles, right here in Alabama |y
up to about one hundred years
ago, There is very little new un-

leather. A long cape of sky blue
cashmere, opened in front, hung
from her shoulders and fell over
her ahite trousers which had
large tucks and fastened at her
ankles,”

Alabama Chains

Those of us who have done re-
search on Indian town sites can
rebuild just such descriptions as
these writers of ancient history
‘have pictured, for we find evi-
‘dences of anklets and kneelets, or
garters, evidentally in the case of

woven grasses, and embellished,
‘or ornamented with sleigh bells
and other jingling devices. Eu-
iropean traders brought brass,
‘copper, and bronze jingle bells
and bell buckles west to Ameri-
ca, just about as quick as possi-
‘ble after the discovery and you
may find evidences of their use
here with us. As has been brought
out by these early writers, the

means indicated that they sug-
gested a captivity, even though
‘the origin of the folk
'might reach back to the time
when the wearer was enslaved
with such in order to keep track
of her, Pack horse traders placed
sleigh bells, jingle bells, around
the necks of their draft animals,
so that when they went to find
‘lhemn at the time of breaking
camp they could more easily do
50, We all know that even down
to today some people place a bell
on the lead eow so that you will
know where to find the herd in
ithe afternoon when they are to
be driven up to be milked. Early
‘travelers in the Gulf Country
‘have left in their diaries state-
‘ments that the Indians wore them
around their necks and ankles
in their dances to produce a jing-
ling rhythm and that they sue-
ceeded reasonably well in this.
Superstitions About It

a dime on a string around the
wore an asafoefida bag on one
around their neck. The dime kept
off the evil spirits and the bag
of medicine kept off contagious
diseases. I have, all my life, heen
told of the efficacy of the “silver
dime,” and I have as many dif-

ferent stories asLI do about naked
4 4 . -

jav hirde s

‘wearing of these things by no |

lower leg—even as much as they |

custom |

_When I was a small boy the|
liftle negroes on the place wore |
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THERE is a section of Wesfern

Butler County which was re-
ferred to quite early as *the
flats.” As you travel today from
Greenville, out West to the fork
of the road at Awin, you pass a
small post which bears the name
“Fort Bibb.” It is east of the
plantation of Mr. Joe Poole on
that ridge road known as the
Greenville fo Monroeville high-
way. Fort Bibb was erected in the
late Winter of 1818 as a stockade
—to enclose the home of Cap-
tain James Saffold. Records of
the ecounty say he had moved
from the “Ridge” to that place
in the flats. The Militia Ridge
in that case designates the route
of the old: Federal Road which
ran generally southwesf from a
point east of Montgomery, along
the line of Monrpe and Conecith
Cdunties, to Claiborne, The erec-
tion of Fort Bibb was for the
protéction of the few settlers who

‘|had even that early come into

that region affer the treaty of
Fort Jackson sighed -in ‘August

Captain. Saffold whose hBﬂ_se
was inclosed by the stockade to
form Fort Bibb, was aveteran of
the battle of Calebee fought in
our present Macon County some
five or six miles east of old
Pole Cat Springs, in January,
1814, He commanded a com-
pany or artillery under Maj.
MeclIntosh. Subsequent to the fight
at Calabee, Gen. John Floyd and
his Georgia Militia, fell back to
Fort Mitchell, but records indi-

!|cate that somel of these Georgia
‘| commands were later at Fort

Decatur which had been estab-
lished opposife the Indian town
of Tuckabatchi on the south (or
east) bank of the Tallapoosa
by the 7th North Carclina Regi-
ment in January, 1814, and Capt.
Saffold was in that command.
Other settlers living in this west-
ern part of the country were Wil-
liam P. Gardner, Daniel Shaw,
James D. Garrett, and that sec-
tion of the wooded country not
far from what is now Manning-
ham and west of Fort Dale site,
lived John Dickerson and Wil-
liam Ogle, (or “ley” or by some

T T T—

Through The Years

Fort Bibb

spelled “Oglesby”). The people
who lived near the northeastern
corner of what is mow Butler
erected a stockade, or blockhouse,
at the home of one Thoemas Gary
and near this privately fortified
place was later erected Fort Dale
where all the settlers could come
for protection. The site of Fort
Dale is between Monigomery and
Greenville, some six miles north
‘of the court house at Greenville,
while Fort Bibb site is some 12
‘miles west. :

Fort Bibb was named for Gow.
William Wyatt Bibb, late of Geor-
gia, who had just vrecently as-
sumed office as governor of the
Alabama ‘Territory. The capital
was then in Saint Stephens and
Gov. Bibb rode back and forth
from his home at our present Coo-
sada, some 12 miles north of
Montgomery, to Saint Stephens,

going by 'Fort Claiborne and
crossing the Tombigbee at Me-
Grew's Shoals. B

' Capt. Butler .
... Capt. William Butler for whom

[Butler County: was named, was|

born in Virginia, but had resided
in Georgia prior to the campaign
‘against the Indians in 1813-14, and
had already served as a member
‘of the Legislafure in that State.
‘He commanded a company of
‘militia under Gen. John Floyd,
at the Battle of Calabee and
moved to Alabama in 1817, set-
‘tling in the region later to be
referred to as the “Dogwood
Flats.” (Also referred to as Pine
Flat). i

When Butler County was cre-
ated on Dec. 13, 1819, the origi-
nal bill as reported out designated
the thirty townships embraced in
the original survey as Fairfield
County. Friends of the recently
martyred Captain changed the
name of the County to read “But-
ler” in his honor. The death of
Capt. Butler oeccurred aboput a
week after the Ogley Massacre
which took place March 13, 1818).
This attack on the Ogleys and the
Strouds occurred at the Ogley
home, on the Federal Road, some
four miles west of Fort Dale.
Mr. Ogley attended a military
muster on the 13th of March, 1818
and on his way home that eve-
ning met an old acquaintance, Eli
Stroud, who with his wife and
child was passing through the
countiry, and he persuaded them
to accompany him to his home.
That same night the house was
attacked by Indians who robbed
the settlers and murdered Mr.
Ogley and four children. Mrs.
Stroud was wounded as well as
were two or three of the chil-
dren. One of these a girl who had
been scalped recovered and lived
for many years at the home of
Doctor John Watkins at Burnt
Corn.

Mrs. Stroud died on the way

“|to Claiborne where she was be-
‘|ing carried for medical attention.

Five or six days after the mas-
sacre, Capt. Butler, Capt. Saf-
fold, William Gardner, Daniel
Shaw, and John Hinson left Fort
Bibb to proceed in the direction
of Fort Dale. Near Pine Barron
Creek, some four miles from
Fort Bibb, they were set on by a
band of Indians under Savannah
Jack. Mr, Gardner and Mr. Shaw

were killed and Butler and Hin-

By PETER A. BRANNON

dians in their attacks on the
white settlers, recently come into
the new counfry, was born at
what Montgomerians know as old

Augusta own site. Some
Georgians came into Montgom-
ery County in 1816 and settled at
the old Sauwonoge site (which
was in late years Bachtel's Lum-
ber Mill), and founded there the
first Post stop in the county.
There was .2 Tavern and two
blacksmith shops at this place,
a road fork, one going Southwest
and the other West to old Fort:
Toulouse, (Fort Jackson). By this
place went the first regular mail
route through the territory, the|
one provided to carry the mail
from Fort Mitehell, by Augusta,
by Fort Jackson, to Claiborne and
Saint Stephens. Savannah Jack,
born-at the old Shawnee Town
site of Sauwonoga, was the half-
breed son of an Irishman from
Detroit who had an Indian wom-
an for a wife and who lived at
this one-fime Shawnee settlement
on the Tallapoosa River. At this
place today you may see the
remains of one Indian Mound and
one large flat top Mound on
which there is a residence erect-
ed, as well as the family burial
place of some of the Lucas fam-
ily, some of the Ross family, and
several other early Montgom-
erians. Savannah Jack was one
of the most ruthless of any of
the early half breeds reared in
this section of the State. He bit-
terly opposed William Weather-
ford's Treaty with Andrew Jack-
son al old Fort Toulouse on Au-

ust 9, 1814, and he led the In-
dians in their attacks on the early
white seftlers. He subsequently
went to Florida and joined the
Indians there. Josiah Francis and
several other Indians from {his
region were among those who
went with the Seminoles. Savan-
nah Jack spent his last days in|
ithat State. Colonel Pickett says
that he boasted that he had
killed so many men and women
on the Cumberland and Georgia
frontiers that he could swim in
their blood if it was collected in
one Pool. That was probably an
exaggeration, but he no doubt
was a bad man.

The country South of the North
line of Montgomery County,
which was created in 1816 extends
to the Falls of the Coosa River
at Wetumpka, was included in
the Land Session of August 1814
and the settlers from the Eastern
States who came into Montgom-
ey, Butler, Conecuh and those
counties as far Southwest as Mon-
roe, took possession of this re-
cently ceded land, but even
though there were only a limited
number of Indians living in this
region, most of ihem were quite
reluctant to "move out, Some
moved into the reservation, that
section East and North of Line

reek and bordered by the Chat-
tahoochee River on the East and
the Cherokee Country on the
North, and some went to Florida,
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Richards’ Story of the Creek War

With Some Comments

By PETER A. BRANNON

E. 'G. Richards, late of Cham-
bers County, some years ago,
made contributions of his recol-
lections of early days in that
county, and number nine of this
series, published in the LaFay-
ette paper, was on the war with
the Indians in 1836.

' set out his statement exactly
‘@s made and in conclusion have
.commented. He said:

* “The tfrouble between the Unit-
ed States and the Creek tribe of
Tndians in East Alabama, oc-
curred in the Spring of the year
1836. The first notice we had
at LaFayette of hostilities on the
part of the Indians’ was their
killing a man by ‘the name of
Harper, in the southwestern part
.of Chambers County. Mr, Harper
Thad been a citizen of Harris

. County, in the State of Georgia,
for some years, but in the Spring
of 1836, came to Chambers

County, Ala, and built him a
house in the Southwestern part
of the county, on the headwalers
of Sandy Creek, where there
were then more Indians than
white people, to which he moved
.?s family. About the first of

_ April of that year, if my memory

,of dates be correct, news reached

TLaFayette that the Indians had

Richards’ Story Of Creek War With Comments

By PETER A. BRANNON

murdered Harper in/ his own

house. His body was brought to
LaFayette and buried in our
cemetery. This scribe helped

bury him. Whether Harper's fam-
ily were at home af the time I
‘cannot now state, but whether
they were or not, no one was
hurt but him, Immediately after
this murder we began to receive
news daily of depredations com-
mitted by  the Indians in the
counties of Russell, Barbour and
Macon, where the Indians were
more numerous. That caused a
general alarm through the coun-
try, and about the fourth day aft-
er the killing of Harper, persons
living south and west of LaFay-
efte brought their families to La-
Fayette for protection. On the
day of the general scare they
commenced coming to LaFayette
about 2 o'clock in the evening
and by night the town was full
of people. 1A counsel was held
and 1t was thought best for the
time being that the women and
children, for the night, should be
placed in the court house, which
was then so nearly completed
that it could be occupied and the
men should stand guard, By stn-
down there were two or three
hundred men in town. We
formed ourselves into some two
or three 'companies

e or more guns of some sort.
and a little ammunition, Just
before this occurrence Gen. Elias
Beall, of the State of Georgia,
‘had brought a stock of goods fo
LaFayette _and opened a store,
and was here himself, while his
family remained in Georgia. Gen.
Beall was a fine military officer
and took great pride in military
display. He was by common
consent requested t{o take com-
mand of the whole of us, and act-
ed as our colonel, fo which he
readily consented. Taking charge
of the several companies, senti-
nels were placed on guard aboul
half a mile from the courthouse,
on each of the public roads lead-
ing into town, while the bhalance
of us were kept under arms and
drilled by Gen. Beall until near
bed time. We were then per-
mitted to disband for the might.
which we did, but did not retire
to rest, but gathered in sguads
and discussed the conditions of

our surroundings and fo deter-

and e'g'te:}al-
elected a captain and nenced-
' m_gg..mas‘b&d “the men had |

mine what we should do on the
morrow. Sleep was hardly
thought of by us. The weather
was pleasant and the moon shone
bright. It was a lovely night so
far as the weather was con-
cerned. But the condition of our
families was sufficiently eritical
to keep us awake and to cause us
to give credit to any and all un-
favorable reports about the In-
dian hostilities.
About midnight Gen. Beall
concluded he would try the pluck
of his men as he called it, and
accordingly went to the court-
house and infermed the women

satisfied there was not the least

cause an alarm to test the pluck
of his men, and for them not to
fear, that the alarm would be
false. This of course was kept
from the men. He then sent out
a relief guard on the road lead-
ing southwest from town with in~
structions when he reached the
post of interest for the sentinel
to fire off his gun and to come
in tfown in haste and report that
the Indians were approaching. In
a short time the report of the
gun was heard and in a few min-
utes the sentinel arrived and re-
'ported the approach of the In-
dians. Whereupon Gen. Beall
\was out on the public square call-
ing on his men at the fop of his
voice to rally and form into line.
The drum was beating and men
running in every direction. Com-
panies were soon formed and Col.
Beall in command, kept us under
arms and parading up and down
the several streets in LaFayetfe
the most of the balance of the
night. The next morning the
women reported that when the
alarm was given at least ten or a
dozen men, instead of forming in
line of battle, as called to do by
their officers, ran up into the
courtroom among the women and
children and hid under the
benches in the court room. All
those who were known to be
‘guilty of such cowardice, were
of course held in the future by
both men and women in con-
tempt, as being too cowardly to
protect their own families.

On the next morining it was
‘thought best for those who had
families to remove them east of
the Chattahoochee River, accord-
ingly every sort of carriage that
could be obtained was brought
into requisition and our wives
safely carried into Georgia, east
of the Chattahoochee River, and
their care and comfort provided
for among friends, and we re-
turned to LaFayette to protect
our homes and property.

About two -days after our re-
turn from the removal of our
families, we. received a message

(for they, like most of the men, |
were wide awake) that he was |

danger of any attack by the In-|:
dians, but that he was going fo |

- .

protect their families and proper-
ty from the depredations of the
Indians. Under this call four com-
panies were raised, one at La.
Fayette, who elected J. F. Sharpe
their captain, one at and below
Cusseta, who elected the Rev.
Moses Gunn _their captain, and
one in the Western part of the
county, who elected Gen. Green
Talbot as their captain. These
companies were ordered to meet
at a fort which had been built
in the extreme southwestern
corner of Chambers County, near
the corner of the counties of Rus-
sell, Macon and Tallapoosa Coun-
ties and called Fort Henderson,
in honor of Col. Hendersen, on
whose land, it was built, there to
be mustered into the United
States service for three months.
On their arrival at said fort, Capt.
Talbot and his company, for rea-
sons satisfactory to themselves,
refused to be mustered into the
service for three months. Capt.
House’s and Sharpe's companies
remained at Fort Henderson, Lut
Capt. Gunn’s company was or-
dered 1o the southeast cornar of
Chambers County,. where they
built them a small fort on the
Hallawakee Creek mnear where
Floyd's mills now stand, which
they called Fort Gunn, in nonor
of their captain. These three
ecompanies remained in service
until hostilities closed and were
honorably discharged. They were
awhile in the service under the
immediate command of Maj.
John C. Webb, who was next in
command to Col. McLemore, Maj.
Webb was an excellent military
officer’ and had the immediate
command of the troops and stayed
with them at one of the forts or
was with scouting parties most
of the time, They had no fighting
to do, but their presence in the

Indian settlements had the do-
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half a mile from the courthouse,
on each of the public roads lead-
ing into town, while the balance
of us were kept under arms and
drilled by Gen. Beall until near
bed time. We were then per-
mitted to disband for the night,
which we did, but did not retire

children and hid under the
benches in the court room. All
those who were known to be
guilty of such cowardice, were
of course held in the future by
both men and women in con-
tempt, as being too cowardly to
protect their own families,

to rest, but gathered in squads
and discussed the conditions of
our surroundings and to deter-

On the next morining it was
thought best for those who had
| families” to remove them east of
the Chattahoochee River, accord-

familigs, - we. received
{irom our fri q__ i
Tallapoosa

ingly every sort of carriage that

into requisition and our wives
safely carried into Georgia, east
of the Chattahoochee River, and
their care and comfort provided
for among friends, and we re-
turned to LaFayette to protect

|| our homes and property.

About two 'days after our re-
turn from the removal of our

in D ville,

unty, that they were
fearful of an attack from the In-
dians and asked our help. A call
was at once made for volunteers,
‘and about twenty of us who had
horses volunteered: our services.
We organized by electing the
Rev. Benjamin Lloyd, who was
an excellent military officer, our
captain, and marched off for
Dudleyville. We arrived there
about: sun-set, and were kindly
received by the men who had re-
mained there to protect their
property, who provided ample
supplies for us and our horses.
They informed us that their fears
had been excited by two Indians
being seen en route from the
neighborhood in which Harper
had been killed to an Indian set-
tlement northeast of LaFayette,
who, up to that time, had been
friendly, and they feared those
north of us might be induced to
join them, and the consegquences
be serious.
. The people of Dudleyville had
| built a snug little fort, into which

-nels, gave each of us our posi-
tions at the several post holds

|around the fort and instructions
| how to-act; in case of an attack

from the Indians. We were per-
mitted 1o rest at our post, which

the night. Several voices were

tant, resembling the war whoop

balance of the night. But no ene-
my approached. The next morn-
ing on the call of the roll it was
found that one of our company,
a_young man by the name of
William Fannin, was missing, and

that night, this created a suspi-
cion that there was something
wrong. Upon inquiry it was
found that Fannin and two 'other
young men of Dudleyville had
caused the alarm., As we were a
volunteer company. without au-
thority of law, we could not in-
fliet any punishment on Fannin
for unmilitary conduct. But by a
unanimous vole we expelled him
from our company and refused to
let him march with us back to
LaFayette, Before we left Dud-
leyville that morning we received
reliable information that the two

had been informed by them that
they were sent by the Indians on

| Sandy Creek to see a Mr, Doyle,

a white man, who had an Indian

| wife and had been living for
| years on the Oseliga Creek, and

had a mill on the shoal where
Ward’s mill now stands, to in-
form him that for several days
past a number of armed white
men had been daily passing
through their midst, and to learn
from him what it meant. They

ple might kill him, as a matter of
revenge for the killing of Harper.
When we heard this we returned
home safisfied that the few In-
dians in Chambers County were
worse scared than we were.
About the time we returned from
takind our families east of the
Chattahoochee River, an  order
from Gov. C. C. Clay, then gover-
nor of Alabama, reached Col.
Charles McLemore, who was then
Col. Commandant of the militia
of Chambers County, directing

him to ecall out a sufficient num-

ber of the militia of his county to

L

*

could be obtained was brought

| sired effect

‘we entered after supper. Our
captain having placed his senti-

we did until at a late hour of
‘heard, apparently a half mile dis-
.of the Indians, Believing it ta be |

such, we were at onced called o |
pur posts, and so remained the

had not been with us in the fort

Indians referred to had been in--
terviewed by a white man, who.
| understood their language, and

did not know but that white peo-|

TIUUSE S A T SHarPe s CoMmpanies
remained at Fort Henderson, Lut
Capt. Gunn’s company was or-
dered to the southeast cornsr of
Chambers County,. where they
built them a small fort an the
Hallawakee Creek mnear where
Floyd's mills now stand, whirh
they called Fort Gunn, in noncr
of their captain. These three
companies remained in service
until hostilities closed and were
honorably discharged. They were
awhile in the service under the

immediate command of Maj.

John C. Webb, who was next in
command to Col. McLemore, Maj,
Webb was an excellent military
officer’ and .had the immediate
command of the troops and stayed
with them at one of the forts or
was with scouting parties most
of the time. They had no fighting
to do, but their presence in the
Indian settlements had the de-

_effect 1o~ keep ‘the Indians |
in this part of the Creek Nation
in check so as to prevent any
damage being done. The Indians
were removed west of the Missis-
si'g)a%z"l%;ver in the Fall of the year

Comments
A very interesting phase of
this above statement is the re-
‘cording of the units of the local
Militia. In mentioning Captain
Benjamin Lloyd, Captain J. F.
Sharpe, Captain Moses Gunn and
Captain Green Tolbot, two
preachérs and a General among
them, he fixes the basis for those
local traditions who always desig-
nate their leading citizens with
Military, titles. He further men-
tions Captain House's Company
and you note that he gives us a
new—at least not well located
Fort. Floyd's Mills on Hallawa-
kee Creek, which is called Fort
Gunn in this account is an old,
well established, site in the pres-
ent Lee County, in the extreme
northern part, and the editor of
The West Point News, Floyd Til-
lery, has the distinction of hav-
ing been born there. The Floyd
for whom it was named is of that
same  family as General John
_quyd one time in command of
the Georgia State Militia which
served in the Indian War of
1813-14. '
Colonel Charles McLemore was
an early settler in Chambers
County and quite prominent in
State politics, General '
©. Woodward was a great ad-
mirer of him and in his Remini-
censes he speaks most pleasantly
of him. Colonel McLemore was
one of those early Militia Com-
mandants, most of the counties
being a Reg:mental unit in them-
selves, and he commanded the
Cl%llnbgg eﬁrolll_mént._
ne Mr, Doyle, “‘a white man
who had an i’xdlan wife,” was
Nimrod Doyle who went as an
Indian trader to the place on Ose-

liga Creek from Pole Cat Springs
(Macon County), to fthe Indian
Nation in 1816, He had served in
the ecampaigns with General
Woodward and was in the Ameri-
can Army as early as 1790 under
General =~ Saint Clair.  Doyle’s
Mill was without a doubt the first
wiiite settlement in Chambers
County. He attracted the In-
dians to his Trading Post from
the West Georgia counties as well
as that region of Alabama em-
bodied in the Indian Nation aft-
%3%&14 and until the removal in
Reminiscences of the charac-
ter of those of Mr. Richards add
much to the romance of the early
settlement of the State. An ex-

| amination of the files of our early

newspapers will show many
such “Letters to the HEditor,” and
things of that type, and on the
basis of these we may revive as
well as reestablish the historical
facts of the period.
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Last week Doctor Thornwell
Jacobs, President of Oglethorpe

University, contributed to the
magazine section of The Atlanta
Journal a most interesfing story
of how he planned to bring the
bones of Georgia’s founder back
from England and reinter them
on Georgia soil. His story brings
to my mind the story of the visit
in August, 1739, of Governor
James Oglethorpe to the Indian
town of Coweta, then located in
our present Russell County, Ala-
bama.

Doetor Jacobs was honestly sin-
cere in his ambition to enshrine
the bones of the founder of
Georgia in a selected place at
Oglethorpe Universily located in
Atlanta and named for this Brit-
isher who founded the Colony,
but he did not reckon with the
temperament of those Georgians.
When it became known that the
plan was to re-bury the one time

.Gnvernr)f“mg@%a_ Savannah
stepped forward and, it Imay so

undignifiedly say so, “raised-so
muech sand,”’ that those bones still

rest yonder under the floor of

All Saints Church ‘at Cranham,
near London. The caskets of the
old General and his wife Bliza-
beth -are “still in that wvault, for
the Britishers could not reconcile
themselves to the jealouses of
these two Georgia towns.

QOur own Alabama historian,
Colonel. Albert J. Pickett, 'm his
History of Alabama, and “inci-
dent&lly of Georgia and Missis-
sippl,” gives a very interesting
biography of James Oglethorpe
who he says was born on the 22nd
of December, 1688, graduated at
Oxford University and was com-
missioned an Ensign in the Brit-
ish  Army. He served for some
years in the principal battles

fought on the continent and was

elected to Parliament in 1722,
While a member of the Govern- |
| ment,

| state of the British Prisons where
he learned, “that they grpaned
with thousands of poor wretches
who had been imprisoned for
many years for debt.” He further
found that there were many “de-
scended of good families” who

Oglethorpe caused an in-i
vestigation o he made intp the|

Thropgh The Years

Oglethor_pe At Cowetf' @ i '

were in destitute circumstances

and that many German exiles
were starving in that country.
Becoming intensely interested in
the welfare of these people he
procured from the King a Char-
ter for the colonization of Georgia
and came to these shores with the
first group of emigrants, consist-

hundred and twenty-fiwe souls.
They reached Georgia tn Jan-
uary 20, 1733. Governor Ogle-
thorpe made his first seitlement
at the Indian town of Yamacraw
on Savannah River where he
found John Musgrove, a Carolina
frader married to a half-Indian
girl named Mary. Colonel Pick-
etl’s story of Mary is: 3
“This Indian, Mary. was born in
the year 1700, at the town of
Coweta, upon the Chattahoochie,
in Alabama, Her Indian name
was Consaponaheeso, and by ma-
ternal descent she was one of the
Queens of the Muscogee nafion, |
and the Indians conceded fo her
the tifle of princess. When len
years of age, her father took her
to Ponpon, in South Carolina,
where she was baptlzad educated
and instrueted in Christianity.
Afterwards, she fled back to her
forest home, laid aside the civili-
zation of the Brifish, and as-
sumed the ease and freedom of
the happy Muscogee, In 1716,
Colenel John Musgrove was dis-
patched to the Chattahoochie, by
the government of Carolina, to
form a treaty of alliance with the
Creeks, with whom that colony
had been at war. It was there
stipulated that the Creeks were
to remain the free occupants of
all the lands east, as far as the
Savannah River. The son of the
British negotiator, John Mus-
grove, had accompanied his fa-
they to Coweta, and falling in

.love with the Princess Mary, |
made her his wife. After re-
maining in the nation several

vears, and after the birth of their
only child, they removed to South
Carolina (1723). There residing
seven years in much happiness,
they afterward established them-
selves upon Yamacraw Bluff, at
the head of an extensive trading
house, and where Oglethorpe

By PETER A. BRANNON

ing of thirty families, some onge

found them,; as we have just ob-
served. By his (1732) alliance
with this remarkable woman, who
was well versed in the Indian
and English language, Musgrove
obtained consnderable influence

over the natives, and became ex- |

ceedingly wealthy, Mary was,
afterwards, the warm friend of
Oglethorpe, and several times
saved the early colonists of Geor-
gia from savage butchery.”
Subsequent investigations, par-
ticularly in the history of South
Carolina as it conflicts with the
story of Georgia, do not make
Mary quite: as romantic as told
by Colonel Pickett; but the
Colonel deals only with her first
husband. Mary had two others,
the last one a preacher who was
not quite an angel and his story
is altogether another one.
The Treaty of Coweta
Governor Oglethorpe returned
to England and was instrumental

in brmgmg over ‘more colonists.
"He Was later called on Fl “settle
the controveries between the

Jewish settlers and the Germans,
as well as the Highlanders. After
a still later visit to. England (in
1738), he saw that the éreek In-
dians on the Chattahoochee must
be prevailed to live more con-
genially with his Georgians and
so he asked the Savanpnah and
Oconee and Ogechee natives to
attend a council and prepare for
a conference which he proposed
to hold at Coweta Town on the
Chattahoochee in the Summer of
the next year. Obviously the trip
from the mouth of Savannah to
that point in Russell County,
Alabama, opposite what is now
Fort Benning Military Reserva-
tion and near what we know as
old Fort Mitchell, was over In-
dian trails only, but there was a
well marked one from the At-
lantic Coast to this Middle Val-
ley Couintry and Oglethorpe and
his party took that. Colonel
Pickett who gets most of his
references from Stevens History
of Georgia, from McCall’s his-
tory of Georgia and from the
early volumes of Georgia Hisfori-
cal Collections, writes picture-
esquely, at leasf, when he says:
“Making Coweta his headquar-

ters, Oglethorpe oc-
tfo some of the to

cinity, the most
which were Uche
Ositche, conversir

people through h:
and engaging thei
his liberality and
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¢ one a preacher who was
.te an angel and his story
lether another one,
'he Treaty of Cowefa
rnor Oglethorpe returned
land and was instrumenfal
iging aver more colonists.
s later called on to setflel
sntroveries between the |
seftiers and the Germans,
as the H:ghlanders After
later wvisit to England (in
he saw that the Creek In-
in the Chattahoochee must
wailed to live more con-
y with his Georgians and
asked the Savannah and
: and Ogechee natives to
a council and prepare for
erence which he proposed
1 at Coweta Town on the
hoochee in the Summer of
<t year, Obviously the trip
he mouth of Savannah to
oint in Russell County,
na, opposite what is now
Jenning Military Reserva-
ad near what we know as
vt Mitchell, was over In-
cails only, bul there was &
narked one from the At-
Coast to this Middle Val-
wuntry and Oglethorpe and
arty took that. Colonel
t who gets most of Hhis
aces from Stevens History
orgia, from McCall's his-
»f Georgia and from the
volumes of Georgia Histori-
ollections, writes picture-

ters, Oglethorpe oceasionally rode
to some of the towns in the wvi-
cinity, the most prominent of
which were Uchee, Cusseta and
Ositche, conversing with these
people through his interpreters,
and engaging their affections hy
his liberality and irresistible ad-
dress.
black drink . . . smoked with
them the pipe of peace . . . and
lounged with them upon the cool
cane cofas with which their
ample public houses were fur-
nished. In the meantime, the
‘Chiefs and warriors from the
towns of Coweta,

haw, Oconee and Swagles, as-
sembled in the great square.

inaries, they made a treaty of
alliance with Oglethorpe.
declared that all the lands be-
tween the Savannah and the St.
John's, and from the latter to the
Apalache Bay, and thence to the
mountains, by ancient right, did

‘other people, excepting the trus-
tees of the colony of Georgia,
should settle them.
‘grant on the Savannah River,-as
far as the River Ogeechee, and
those along the seacoast, as far
as the St. John's River, and as
‘high as the tide flowed, with the
‘islands previously granted to the
English at Savannah, should now
be confirmed, The Chiefs again
reserved all the lands from Pipe

“with the islands of St ‘Catherine,
‘Osabow and Sapelo.”

‘All of these arrangements with
'the Lower Creeks would have
been very well if they had been
lived up to. 'This agreement
'signed at Cowefa, “this the 21Ist
day of August, Anno Domini
1739, by James Oglethorpe, Es-
quire, General and Commander
and Chief of all his Majesty
forces in South Carolina and
Georgia, efc., to all of his Ma-
jesty’s subJects to whom these
presents shall come, greeting”—
‘was actually the starting point
of the controversies between the
Creek Nation and the State of
Georgia which eventually cul-
minated in the 1824 charges made
by George M. Troup, then Gov-
ernor, and the Treaty of 1832
which finally ceded the lands, (at |
that time largely West of the
Chattahoochee River), to the
government , to be opened for
white settlement Governor Ogle-
thorpe's agreement was with the
Lower Creeks, though he signed
it as a compact with the Creek
Nation as a whole, Incidentally
the Upper Creeks and the Lower

¥, at least, when he says:
king Coweta his headquar-

Creeks, both of which it took to
make a Nation, frequently dis-

agreed with one another, if one
group said one thing the other
dissented.
Coweta

The Indian town to which the
| Georgia party came was on that
great plain, in later years knowrt
as Colonel John Crowell’s plan-
tation, about two miles Northeast
of Fort Mitchell and some five
or six miles South of the Falls
of the Chattahoochee, This place
was an ancient town and_a set-
tlement of the Creeks when they
came in their migration from the
Southwest, years before they ex-
tended their settlements to the
@conee and the Okmulgee Rivers
nearer the original Georgia set-
tlements at Savannah and Au-
gusta. Coweta was the Capital
of the Creek Nation and here the

He drank with them the

] _ Cusseta,
Ufaula, Hitchitee, Ositche, Che-

After many ceremonious prelim-

It was

belong to the Creek nation. That
neither the Spaniards nor any|

That, the

Maker's Bluff to the Savannah.

ranking Chief  lived. ~In later
years there was a Chlef both at
Tuckabajchi and one at Coweta.
These swer Creeks. whose
towns extended from about West
| Point of the present day to the
Florida line, were naturally more
in contact with the Georgians
than were the Indian settlers on
the Tallapoosa and the Coosa
Rivers in the present Alabama.
The Charleston traders, the ones
at Savannah, and that celebrated
Scotchman George Galpin at Sil-
ver Bluff, not far from Augusia,
all sent pack-horse men into the
Nation and all commerce and in-
/tercourse with the Indians passed
through Coweta Town. = The
place was of considerable im-
portance in the annals even as
late as 1836, when the General
government attem}-ted to remove
the Indians to the West on ac-
count of the conflits between
them and the white settlers in-
cident to the Land Session Treaty
of 1832, The natives in the Low-
er Nation were all concentrated
at Fort Mitchell, a Military Post
on the West bank of the Chatta-
‘hoochee and not far from Coweta
Town The Federal Road which
actually was a perpetuation of
the Indian trail from East Geor-
.gia, through Alabama to old
Saint Stephens, originally passed
by Coweta, and also passed Fort
Mitchell after the establishment
of the Post in 1813, and the story
of this Indian pa.th is intimately
tied with both the history of
Georgia and the history of Ala-
bama,

. The Governor's Resting Place

Governor Oglethorpe, at the
age of fifty-five married Miss
Elizabeth Wright who lived in
Cranham Hall Essex, England,
sixteen miles out of London, and
lived in retirement there until
he died in 1785, at the age of
ninety-six. His wife directed that |
he: be buried in a vault at the
center of the chancel in the little
church there and when this
church was rebuilf, the original
grave-site was lost. Through the
instrumentality of Doctor Jacobs
the loeation of the vault was
made, and as said abwe. plans
for the removal of the remains
to America to be placed in the
Founders Room at that Univer-
sity in Atlanta which bears his
name, would have gone smoothly
had not the city of Savannah, or
rather citizens thereof, been so
‘zealous in their efforts to have
them reinterred in that ecity
which he founded, been so pres-
sing.. Though it may seem face-
tious on my part, it is not so in-
tended, but if those Georgia
cities are going fo fight over
which one is going to have him,
may I interpose a claim for Co-
lumbus there on the Chattahoo-
chee River, not so far from old
Coweta Town. The importance
of this central valley town of the
Indians and the long standing of
(that place as a frading point, had,
without a doubt, much to do
with the settlement of whites at
the Falls of the River. Governor
Ogiethorpes attention fo thls|
region must have influenced its
late commercial importance, sn|
Columbus has a cla;m equally as |
well as Savannah.

In the meantime the old Gov-
ernor's remains rest in peace
yonder under the church floor
and, we may hope, protected




	Number 581 - "Company M, of the First" (October 4, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 582 - "Frank Holt - A Tradition" (October 11, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 583 - "The Lady Slocomb" (October 18, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 584 - "Pipe Dreams" (October 25, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 585 - "Tuckabatchee Is No More" (November 1, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 586 - "A New Yorker in the Confederate Army in 1862" (November 8, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 587 - "Whale's Rifles" (November 15, 1942)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 588 - "States Rights in 1833" (November 22, 1942) 

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 589 - "Acorns" (November 29, 1942)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 590 - "Rash-shunning" (December 6, 1942)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 591 - "Sam Swan, Builder" (December 13, 1942)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 592 - "Christmas Spirits" (December 20, 1942)

	Number 593 - "Tea" (December 27, 1942)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 594 - "Kennedy's Mills" (January 3, 1943) 

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 595 - "Old Grier" (January 10, 1943)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 596 - "Choccolocco in Calhoun" (January 17, 1943) 

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 597 - "Slave Chains" (January 24, 1943) 

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 598 - "Fort Bibb" (January 31, 1943)

	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 599 - "Richards' Story of Creek War with Comments" (February 7, 1943)
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Number 600 - "Oglethorpe at Coweta" (February 14, 1943)
	Part 1
	Part 2




