@incinnati, pQhlo.
= = £pril 17, 19334

goveraor uiller, ;
Alébame.
DeEay S§ir. : ; = e
I 2m taking time to do somethlng 1 have intended doing for several weeks
but other duties and obligations always interfersd. Or perhap#, like
thousands more, it has been negligence on my part. T have been intense-
ly interested 1in the %cot%sboro egage and the terrible injustice those in-
nocent boys have had to suffer the past two {@ars. practicallyyg every-
_one® belleves they are ianocent. what a8 stalin on the state of Af%bama
- and the whole goutht I can scarcely coneeive of a jury of humans, pro-
nouncing a verdict of "guilty" after the evidence presented at the trial
in peeatur. rmd th@g probapbly call themselves "ghristians" and permit
thelr race prejudice to justify their actiont
I have been cloeely following reporie of the trial in gincinnatli papers
and just notice in this morning's gpaguirer, that the trial of the second
boy gine to-day, unleee the pefense is successful in its attempt to
seek a change of venue. It stands to reason that the second trial will |
prove no more falr than the first, in such a lynch atmosphere.
My grandmother was a "pee" and a cousin of Robert g., whom the gouth re-
veres. ymany times I have heard my father boast of this relationship.
As for myself, T am ashamed to have had any connection with the south.
I abhor injustice and oppression of any kind and always have as long as
I ¢2n recall. I have attended school with and met many fine members of |
the negro race. Educatlon and gulture do wonderful things for any race 3
regardless of color. I ean truthfully say that 1 know of only one per-
son who is not sympathetic toward the gcottsboro boys. He is & mé&n of
only average intelfigence, comes from the gouth and boasts that the "yi-
gra" boot-blacks always recognize him as a "goutherner" and call him
'Boss-man" which probably satisfies his silly vanity tremendously. But
let hin peware when the Revolution comes% —and T feel it ie not far a-
way. It 1s a terrible thing to crush a race as the gouth has dome. T
. plty the aristoeracy of the south when the storm brsake looss. When an
gpprssss§'§2¢§treaches the 1imit of endurance and begins to think, noth-
ng can holé back. mhis is just a T h ~ I I -
Cy» we in the yorih hear the rgmblinggéltle AB% 0 gouibera friftesra
I am back iIn glncinnati, visiting, after having spent five years in pexas -
and fifteen years elsewhere. I hope 1 shall never have to live in tbé ‘
South again until the negroes are free in every sense of the word.
%f??pea} to y?u to g?nﬁ this 1ett@r_§o Judge Horton and the prosecuting
Attorney. They should know the opinion of northeners ang I am sure I
am expressing the belief of many thousands of men and women, who cey for
Justice for these innocent boys. How cruel to keep thenm i% & peni
tiary for two - ! h T . e 1 2 8 penison-
y whole years. T wish T could feel that they will be freed
(and carefully protected from lynchers if they are set free) before the
summer months are here again. They have suffered too long alreaﬁy.'
passion should not blind the eyes of Justicet
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