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Barrancas Florida
June 26™ 1861

My Precious Darling

I received your long
and interesting letter to-day marked to
be sent by John McRae but brought
by Capt Clark. There has been some
derangement in our mails here and
Darling I have not written to you as
often as I would. But Dearest you
need not feel any uneasiness about
me - If any thing happens you will
know it. There has been a great
commotion and stir here for the
last Twenty-four hours. I do
not know what will happen yet.
It may be something or nothing
I have a sad piece of news
Alex Veal of our company
died to-day of congestion of the
brain. He was taken sick last
Friday. Poor fellow. He was
insensible and has been so for
some days. I did not know he
was sick until yesterday. I went
to see him this morning and never
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saw a more pitiable sight. This
hot sun is telling on our men
There have been five deaths in
the Regiment and the first oc=
curred not more than two weeks
ago. I am very particular with
myself I tell you and go about
in the sun as little as possible
We had something like an alarm
this morning about 10 or 11 o’clock.
Gen Walker has issued an order
requiring all companies to repair
to their Batteries immediately upon
the firing of any guns at Pickens
This morning a salute was
fired there and you never saw
such running. There has been



a salute fired there three days
in succession - but the other two
were fired on the ships and the
order did not apply. Bragg has
an idea that the fight is going to
come off. It makes very little
impression on me because I have
heard it so often. So Darling
you need not be disappointed if
I do not get off home between
this and the 1% of July or a
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little later. You know your old
Dear will go home as soon as he
can of that you may be assured.
Well Darling M" MNair will
tell all about affairs down here and
can not think of any thing interesting
to write now. How kind in you
my precious Darling to go down and
arrange my office. You make
me love you too well Darling
and think too much of you.
I hope this war will end some
of these days and that I will
get home and repay you for all
your kindness and affection.
I received a letter from home
(M-d) to day written the 15" Inst
mailed in Virginia - all were well
in body - but there was a great deal
of excitement there. Dr Smoot
you remember him was raising
a company to go to Virginia. George
was going with him. They were
going over a few at a time and
rendezvous at some given place
in Virginia. George expected to
leave in a few days and I suppose
is there by this time. How I
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should like to be there after seeing
you my Darling. It is reported here
that Maryland has seceded - I do
not know yet whether it is really



so or not. [ hope Maryland will be

relieved by the Confederate Troops -

soon and I think it will be done

There seems to have been no fight

(great one) in Virginia yet - [ was

expecting it. Darling you must

not be troubled about my absence

if I should not get there. I will

come if possible. But you must

be cheerful and think your old

Dear is doing his duty - we must

all make sacrifices and Darling

you and I will have to make ours

Ma will take good care of you

I know, and I feel so much

better satisfied that you are with

her. Tell Ada I received her

letter and will reply. But she

would please me very much if she

would not be formal with me

and write whenever she feels

like it. Does not Helen owe

me a letter? Well Dearest |

must close - give my love to

all the family - give yourself

no trouble about your old Dear

God bless you and preserve you

many kisses of love from your old Dear
Hubert
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