








P. S. Yr letter of 28  March just recd. As I th

am now at the Post Office with this–I will
send it on & answer the letter in a few 
days. Raleigh N. C. April 8  1863th

Dear Sis,
Yr letter of 16  Marchth

is the last communication which
has reached me from home; it 
came to hand week before last,
& I am getting anxious to hear
from you all– I am satisfied
that the fault is not yours, but
the mails are so irregular and
uncertain it is quite provoking
I sent you two copies of the
Southern Illustrated news re-
cently–hope you rec  them.d

Will send you some music 
soon, if I can find any I 
think will please you.
I am still lounging around
Raleigh with nothing particular
to do–time lags rather heav-
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ily at intervals, & I suffer some-
what with ennui.  When last 
I wrote you, I was anticipating
Orders to go around the District
again–have not yet rec  themd

& am in the delectable state
of suspense, known among sol-
diers as “awaiting Orders”
It is reported here to day that
fighting began at Charleston
yesterday; if so I sincerely trust
a most disastrous repulse will be
administered to the enemy– It 
is of great importance to our 
cause at this juncture, that no
signal advantage be gained by
our foe such as the capture 
of Charleston–it would inspir-
it them in the highest degree
& diffuse a corresponding feel-



ing of gloom throughout our
[new page]
limits, besides depriving us of
our most important sea port
town, cutting off the valuable 
foreign supplies which reach
us thru- that medium.  There
can be no question, but the Yan-
kees will strain every nerve to the
utmost to consumate its over-
throw, & that their means & prep-
arations for the attack are most
formidable, yet with the help of
God I hope & believe we shall
frustrate their utmost efforts.
I think I ought to pay Mr. 
Lundy not less than $20 this
year but I dislike very much
for Ma to draw upon the scant
supply she has for that purpose.
If I had any assurance that 
it would reach him I could
send it to him.  I am saving
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some money now–My pay &
commutation amounts to $158
pr month while I am stationed
here, & since my change of board-
ing house my expenses are only
about $75.  I wish I had some
means of sending the suuplus
home.  How does Mr. Lundy
manage to live these hard
times?  Who raises the tunes of
Bethany now?  And what has
become of Jn. R. Williams is he 
as queer at times as ever?
Have you learned why Hane & 
Lizzie sold their negroes–I sup-
pose tho’ to obtain money to buy 
provisions–Ever hear from D  W. now r

Give me all the news in yr next
Remember me kindly to the negroes–
Love to all the family & kisses for the
children Yr Bro Wm
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