




Raleigh N.C. June 18  1863th

Dear Sis -  
I wrote you from Louisberg on the 

9 , & the same evening rec  a letter from you th d

dated the 2  Inst, stating that Hugh was betterd

tho’ not considered out of danger - this was the 
1  intimation I had that he was seriously ill - st

At Warrenton on the 13  I got two letters from th

you but both were written anterior to the one above 
mentioned, & did not relieve my anxiety - on arriving 
here yesterday I found an additional one of 6  th

June awaiting me, & my mind was relieved of 
a burden on the dear little fellows account.
It is a sad thing that I am denied the privilege 
of ministering to my children in the painful
hours of sickness - but Gods will be done - I try 
to support the trial with what equanimity I may.
I sincerely hope he will steadily progress towards
amendment. I had quite a little whit myself 
at Warrenton - had a chill Sunday evening & did 
not get out of bed until Wednesday morning I am 
now better but feel weak - think I shall [tear] all 
right be in a few days. Rec  a letter from Tho  a d s

few days since & was sorry to learn that he had 
been disappointed about his furlough - presume 
it is only temporary - Billy I guess is at home by 
this. I rec  yr letter making inquiry about thed

sulky - I presume it is worth $75. as well as I 
remember it did not cost me much less - It could 
not now be bought for that price, but I have no wish 
to exhibit the prevailing disposition of the times by 
asking double the value of a thing because people 
are obliged to pay it. I rec  a letter from Dd r
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Crumpton the 21  April in answer to one I wrotest

about 12  Jan - I have not answered it yet & th

think I will suffer about same period to elapse.
I have very little disposition to carry on correspon-
dence with any one where long apologetical pre-
faces are necessary concomitants of every letter.
I have forgotten whether I wrote to Maria last or 
not - however I will write to her before a great
while. Has the Governor called out the Militia in 
Ala - I hope so - it has been done here to the tune 
of 7000. & will rake into the service many of the 
tender & delicate health gentry who have been shirk-
ing the service under various pretexts before. it 
will almost kill some men who have put substi-
tutes into the Confederate Army, to be compelled to 



go into the field as Militia, & yet there is no help 
for them unless they volunteer - I hope some of 
our fiery secesh friends will be raked into the 
net & made to go & assist in the defence of Mo-
bile & northern Ala. I send you two copies of the 
southern illustrated news & some tracts I thought 
might interest in these scarce days of reading 
mat[tear] I also send Uncle James a copy of the Rich-
mond Whig containing proceedings of recent Dem-
ocratic Convention in N.Y. City in which R. S. Thorin 
figured as a speaker - This is the 2  time I have seend

his name in that connection - He seems a peace
man. Tell Hugh Papa says he must learn to love his 
Heavenly father who spared his life & be a useful & good man.
Kiss the dear children for me. Remember me to the Negroes- 
Love to Ma, Irene, & Grandma - I like to have forgetton
to say I met Mrs Lavender at Walden last Saturday - she had 
been on to Petersburg after Ed to get him a furlough

Yr Bro Wm
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