








Hillsboro N. C. July 1  1863st

Dear Thomas,
Yr favor of 23d June reached

me before leaving Raleigh– I was surprised to
learn you had not heard from me since lea-
ving Richmond, as I wrote you three letters.
It occurs to me that they may have been for-
warded to the Army as yr Co. & Reg were put
on the address–directed however to the care of 
Surg C. J. Clark Richmond Va.  I have got
this far in the round over my District–have
one more Regt to examine here which I ex-
pect to finish by Saturday, & then proceed to 
Warrenton, which will will[sic] conclude our labors
for the present, say about 10  Inst.th

A call has been made on this State by the 
President for 7000 Militia for 6 months for
local defence–quite a commotion has been
excited among the Substitute men & other class-
es of exempts from Confederate Service by it, &
they are growling, twisting & squirming about
seeking some means of escape– I sincerely 
hope that the last one who is able & who is
not imperatively demanded at home will be
harnessed & put in not only for six months
[new page]
but so long as the war continues– the unmanly
shirking of duty which prevails to such a
deplorable extent, is becoming such a crying 
evil, that the Government in self defence must
adopt some measure of redress, & compel these
laggards to assume their proportion of the bur-
dens of the struggle-let the screws be applied 
& these unwilling souls be invited to face some
of the hardships & perils which they have viewed 
with a critics eye at a distance so long.  Our
Army will rejoice to witness a “consummation
so devoutly to be wished,” & uphold the hands 
of the administration in so salutary a meas-
ure.  If the men do not volunteer, a draft will
take place here on the 17  Inst. th

I observed a call had also been made upon 
Ala. for a similar number– it is ardently 
to be hoped that some of the fighting seces-



sionists of Lowndes will be drafted, as their
volunteering is too preposterous an idea to
entertain– Physical disabilities-petitions etc., will
doubtless be the order of the day, & pallid coun-
tenances, & heavy hearts, not a few, invite 
the sympathies of distressed friends– Alas!
for these wretched ones.  The spirit a’nt willing
& the flesh is mighty weak–don’t you suppose
[new page]
these once bloody minded Yankee haters have 
bitterly lamented their folly of formerly crying
for secession & war to the Knife– none so clam-
orous as they when no enemies footstep pressed
our soil, none so valiant when danger was
afar–now they “roar yon as gently as any suck-
ing dove” & have such pressing claims upon
them at home, their valuable presence cannot
be dispensed with– But enough, let us leave 
them to the just retribution of the future–
I was told here that a gang of arrested deserters
& conscripts, who were being carried to camp at
Raleigh– some 60 or odd in number– were quite
pugnacious along the route–getting out at every
station & pitching into every man who looked
to be under forty, who was not connected with
the army.  The Militia under whose charge
they were, could do nothing with them.  I pre-
sume some somilar scenes may be expected
when our troops go home after the war–the 
home guard will have to keep very quiet.
It has been raining here almost every day
for two weeks past- the wheat crop is seriously
injured. Much of it is sprouting in the shock
& some has been swept away by the floods
of water overflowing the lands along the rivers
[new page]
Coming as this does in the midst of harvesting
I fear it will seriously curtail our supplies.
This is an old town–antedating Revolutionary
times–it is aptly named being located amid
a series of hills & valleys–it has a venerable
appearance & is the most romantic looking
spot I have seen in the old North State. I
Have had but little opportunity of making the 
acquaintance of any of the citizens as I have



been engaged since my arrival.  The population
is said to be among the most intelligent in the
state–a military school is kept here, formerly
under the supervision of Col. Tew who fell at
the Battle of Sharpsburg.  Chapel Hill-the State
University is some twelve miles from here.
I hope this letter will find you at home 7 that
you will be allowed sufficient time to recruit
yr health.  I want you to write & give me all
the items from the neighborhood.  I am unable
to tell you anything of my future movements
after getting thro’ the Dist.  Think it probable I 
shall however, be retained here some longer.
The weather here is equal to any I ever experi-
enced in Ala. at the same season for warmth.
Give my best love to all the family and 
write soon. Yr Bro Wm
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