The Cause of Alabama is the Cause of Al Qur States

GOMPERS’ THUGS

Some of Their Crimes in Alabama

The State twice invaded by a murder-committing “labor” or-
ganizaztion.

LAW-ABIDING MEN SHOT DOWN WHILE AT WORK.
- LAW-ABIDING MEN SHOT DOWN WHILE GOING TO OR FROM THEIR WORK PLACES.

LAW-ABIDING MEN’S HOMES BLOWN UP OR SHOT INTO WHILE THEY AND THEIR
FAMILIES WERE ASLEEP AT NIGHT, MEN AND THEIR WIVES OR DAUGHTERS BEING KILLED
OR WOUNDED.

“Liberty—liberty within the law—and civilization are inseparable, and though both were threat-
ened we find them now secure, and there comes to Americans the profound assurance that our repre-
sentative government is the highest expression and surest guaranty of both. . . . Our eyes never
will be blind to a developing menace, our ears never deaf to the call of civilization.”—From President
Harding’s inaugural address.

Yet, in Alabama, the American Federation of Labor has held “liberty within the law” to mean
“license in defiance of law,” it substituted its terrorism, anarchic disorder and murder for representa-
tive government, compelling the State to defend on her own soil her people’s lives by her military arm.
Our national government has made itself blind to “a developing menace” till that menace has become
A PRESENT PERIL against which “the call of civilization” right here in our States has too long fallen
on deaf ears in Washington.

“Since freedom impelled and independence inspired and nationality exalted, a world super ZOoV-
ernment is contrary to everything we cherish and can have no sanction by our republic . . . the
unshaken temple of representative democracy.”—From President Harding’s inaugural address.

Yet the American Federation of Labor has been dynamiting property and murdering law-abiding
people in Alabama, it has raised money to press its fight against the laws and people of West Vir-
ginia, if is brutally assaulting loyal workmen in Philadelphia, and openly proclaims its intention to
“organize the steel industry.” This, of course, promises more dynamiting, more murders; for Gompers
is on'record as looking to his organizations to do their will, “law or no law,” in this, “the unshaken (?)
temple of representative democracy.” His super-government holds representative democracy at bay.

What is shown herein as having been done in Alabama, the above agency of anarchy and mur-
der, if left to run its chosen course, will do in any or all our States, hence, again,

THE CAUSE OF ALABAMA IS THE CAUSE OF ALL OUR
STATES.



To The Senators and Representatives,

I am submitting to you herewith a record of deeds
of felonicus crime committed by members of the
American Federation of Labor during two strikes
which were ordered by the executive officers of one
of the component organizations ‘of that federation,
and conducted by leaders sent by them to the strike
area. These strikes and their process embodied
two flagrant assaults upon a sovereign State of our
Union whereby her dignity was insulted, the majesty
of her laws was put in contempt, portions of
her taxable property were burnt or destroyed - by
dynamite, scores of her law-abiding citizens were
brutally assaulted and wounded and some of them
murdered. These assaults also embodied invasion of
the said State by forces of anarchy whose seat of
authority was, and is, outside her borders, hence
beyond her power to suppress.

The State in question is Alabama, the crime-com-
mitting organization is the United Mine Workers of
America, whose international officials from their
central office in Indianapolis, Indiana, ordered the
two said strikes to go into effect in Alabama on
July 6, 1908, and September 7, 1920, respectively,
the latter strike ending within the last week of
February, 1921. And on September 18, 1920, it was
published in the daily press that the former presi-
dent of the Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, district of the
United Mine Workers union had arrived in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, to take charge of and give di-
rection to the strike which that organiZation had
put into effect in Alabama. And, on February 9,
of this year, Governor Thos. E. Kilby, of Alabama,

in a published statement characterized this strike

sitnation as ‘“intolerable” and costing the tax pay-
ers of the State $100,000 a month. He furthermore
made it plain that there ought to be an immediate
WITHDRAWAL FROM ALABAMA of the leaders
of the United Mine Workers of America and other
LABOR AGITATORS FROM OTHER STATES.

You will note that this strike has been character-
ized by brutality and murder.

A reading of the record of the strike during 1908,
~ as found herein, will show that in it the United
Mine Workers resorted to the same variety of felon-
ious crimes as those which have stained the strike
recently ended.

Now in the Constitution we read:

““We, the people of the United States, in order to estab-
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity . . .. promote
the general welfare . . do ordain and establish this
Constitition for the United States of America.

tPhe TUnited States shall guarantee to every State in this
Union a republican form of government, and shall protect
each of them against invasion.

“No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of law.'’

Congress of the United States:

Every one of these extracts from the Constitution
seems to have been framed to fit the conditions
forced upon the State of Alabama by the strikes
conducted in that State by the United Mine Work-
ers of America.

But how did the Government of the United States
make good to Alabama the Constitution’s guaranty
(note the word “guaranty’”) of a republican form
of government, and how did it obey the Constitu-
tion’s command that it protect that State against
invasion, when the said national government two
times allowed the United Mine Workers’ union,
which IT could control in ALL the States, to per-
fect at the union’s international headquarters in
Indianapolis, Indiana, where the State of Alabama
could not control it, its plans for the invasion of
Alabama with its process of violent destruction of
property, of terrorism and murder, wherewith it in
certain localities supplanted republican form of
government by chaotic anarchy, forcing the State
during each strike to substitute martial law for
peaceable constitutional law -as the ultimate means
of protecting her dignity and her people’s lives
against its vicious invasion, and thereby subjecting
the law-abiding taxpayers of the State each time
to an expenditure of hundreds of thousands of dol-
lar to secure for themselves the protection the
Constitution makes it the duty of the national gov-
ernment to enforce for them?

The record stands that not only did the Govern-
ment of the United States suffer the United Mine
Workers to invade the State of Alabama two times
with results disastrous to her people, and each time
in the very teeth of the Constitution’s mandate to
the said Government to insure for her domestic

tranquillity and to protect her from invasion, but

that the said Government has refrained from in any
manner or to the least degree making effective
measures to hold the United Mine Workers’ union

.accountable for the 'devastation and death it had

lawlessly wrought within the borders of Alabama.
Both of these strikes disturbed domestic tran-
quillity in Alabama, both, by unsettling business
conditions, damaged the general welfare, and the
national government failed “to establish justice”

when it allowed law-abiding persons in Alabama to

be deprived of life, liberty and property, by this
miners’ union, without due process of law. Instead
of making the Constitution a living force (Congress
and two Presidents passively permitted Alabama to
be twice invaded by militant crime.

During the two invasions in question, as shown in
specific detail later herein, upwards of thirty resi-
dences of non-union workers were dynamited, seven
residences were shot into and one was burnt, at
least sixteen men and onme woman, citizens of Ala-



bama, were unlawfully killed, and nearly forty men
and six women unlawfully wounded.

It is needless to say that but for the protection
given to person and property by the National Guard
of Alabama, the casualties and property-destruction
doubtless would have been many times multiplied.

Do not forget that the above two invasions and
strikes with their accustomed accompaniments of
violence and murder, were ordered by officials of
the United Mine Workers, in Indianapolis,  Indiana,
and that, despite the likelihood that their process
of violence would result in murder, they had the
acquiescence, if not indeed the full approval of
Samuel Gompers, president of the American Federa-
tion of Labor.

Guilty of murder, as accessories before the fact,
therefore, were Samuel Gompers and the officials of
the United Mine Workers, and so were the officers
or agents they sent from other States into Alabama
to conduct these strikes during which their profes-
sional thugs or other subordinates performed the
physical act of killing. And the courts of the State
of Alabama would be entirely within their rights
and their duty if they should apprehend and try
these promoters of murder and see to it that justice
be done.

But has the Attorney-General of the TUnited
States no duty in this connection? Here ig a plain
case of citizens of other States, officers of an or-
ganization which has interstate membership and
conducts interstate activities, who, from their chief
office in Indiana have ordered their subordinates to
institute a procedure in Alabama which has resulted
in felonious crimes,. including the murder of peace-
able citizens of that State. Is it not the duty of
the Attorney-General to bring this organization, or

certainly its guilty officers, before the bar of jus-

tice?

Or, if the letter of the law does not put this duty
upon the Attorney-General of the United States,
ig it not, then, the duty of Congress to enact laws
which WILL make effective the Constitution’s guar-
anty to “insure domestic tranquillity” to the State
of Alabama, to “protect her against invasion” by
interstate organizations of men who destroy her
property and murder her citizens without due proc-
ess of law? It is needless to say that the Consti-
tution intends this inhibition against doing lawless
.deeds to apply to even the Government of the
United States and the Government of the State of
Alabama. Why then do the President and the
Congress of the United States allow self-created
(non-incorporated) and self-acting agencies of an-
archy within our States to do deeds to the detri-
ment of—even to taking the lives of-—the law-abid-
ing elements of our people which the very Govern-
ment is forbidden to do? i

The answer, as every one of you already knows,
is found in the words: The votes and the monied
resources of the American Federation of Labor.

First, then, as to the votes, except in certain
States and in scattered lecalities in other States,

this strength is more apparent than real. At its
last annual meeting, held in Montreal, Canada, that
federation reported its total membership as aggre-
gating about 4,072,000. But this included its mem-
bers in Porto Rico, Canada, Cuba, and possibly
Mexico. It also included its Japanese and Chinese
members (non-voters) in the Pacific Coast States
its members among the tens of thousands of labor-
ers in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, Cal-
ifornia, etc., who, while acquiring membership in
the above federation in our States, retain their
Mexican citizenship. It also includes hundreds of
thousands of immigrants from Europe, scattered
across our country, who have not been naturalized,
for bear in mind that, while an immigrant cannot
become a voter until he has been in the United
States for above six years, he can become a mem-
ber of the American Federation of Labor and go on
strike and begin dynamiting the property of Ameri-
can citizens and stabbing, stoning, shooting or other-
wise killing them and their families within
six days after he has landed, and before he can
understand a sentence of the English language.
Therefore it is safe to say that the above federation
has on its membership rolls scarcely more, or, pos-
sibly, has less, than 3,000,000 voters. Yet, in our
last Presidential election, 'more than 21,000,000 votes
were cast, to which must be added in future elec-
tions several million women voters, mainly in the
South, who ~were not qualified as voters in 1920.
Why then should that federation be allowed to dom-
inate not only the economic powers, but also the
politics, yea, the very Government of the TUnited
States ?

But now, as to the second portion of the answer
to the questions I have asked, viz: The monied
resources of the American Federation of Labor.
Here we reach a big subject upon which I shall
in a later letter touch at some length.

Suffice it here to say that the public press a few
weeks ago chronicled the fact that the United Mine
Workers’ union had already spent $1,345,000 in
financing the strikes in Alabama and West Virginia,
and had levied on its membership an additional
assessment of $1,100,000 for continuing the strikes
in those two States.

‘We have an object lesson of its confidence in its
power to defy State governments, as shown in a
letter from Governor Kilby, of Alabama, to the
United Mine Workers’ representative in President
Wilson’s cabinet, viz., Secretary of Labor Wilson,
wherein the Governor, under date of February 11,
said:

“«“William ©. Liller, representing himself to be United
States Commissioner of Conciliation, attached to the Depart-
ment of Labor, has issued a lengthy statement through the
press severely critical of my attitude toward the parties to
the strike of coal miners in this State. This is not his first
offense. On January 2 he addressed to me a letter so insult-
ing in its character that he later asked me to ignore its con-
tents and return it to him.

¢¢Mr. Liller has shown himself to be biased, partisan and
utterly unfitted as a conciliator or peacemaker. I respect-
fully request, in the interest of harmony and peace among




our people, and for the protection of the dignity of the State
of Alabama and its Chief Executive, that Mr. Liller be imme-
diately withdrawn from this State.’’

Then came the following, published in the press,
February 14:

‘“‘Birmingham, Ala., February 18.—At a largely attended
mass meeting here to-day, Governor Kilby’s policy in regard
to the coal miners’ strike was bitterly denounced by a num-
ber of speakers, among whom were R. H. White, vice-presi-
dent of the Southern Labor Congress, and Louis Bowen, secre-
tary of the State Federation of Labor.

‘A resolution condemning the action of Governor Kilby in
issuing a public statement on the strike was unanimously
adopted. The resolution charged the Governor with attempt-
ing to prejudice the minds of the people of the State against
the miners’ union.’’

Note that the resolutions condemned the Gov-
ernor for issuing a public statement in reply to a
published attack upon him by a labor union agi-
tator whom Secretary of Labor Wilson had officially
sent into Alabama under the guise, or, more prop-
erly, disguise of a ‘“‘conciliator.”

And the following was published in the press next
day: i

‘‘Birmingham, Ala., February 14.—A committee represent-
ing the State Federation of Labor is en route tc Washington
to ask a Congressional investigation of the coal strike in this
State. The committee is composed of J. E. Busby, presi-
dent of the Birmingham Trades Council and Louis Bowen,
secretary of the State Federation.

‘‘The committee departed for the capital immediately after
the close of a labor mass meeting here late yesterday (Sun-
day), where resolutions were adopted calling upon Governor
Kilby to recall the State militia and to join with unionized
labor in asking for federal troops, if the Hxecutive ingists on
the military in the strike zome. The resolution placed the
United Mine Workers of America AND ALLIED UNIONS
on record as willing to abide by any decision which a com-
mission named by President ‘Wilson to %end the strike might
make,’”’

Note that the committee represented the State
federation of labor and that the resolutions adopted
by the magss meeting called upon the Governor of
Alabama “to join with unionized labor in asking
for federal troops” to be sent to Alabama to dis-
place the State’s troops who were protecting the
property and lives of citizens of Alabama against
the anarchic deeds of unionized labor within the
borders of Alabama.

Thus, the State of Alabama was called upon to
share her govereignty over her people’s affairs with
a gang of murderers who had invaded her soil,
seduced some of her citizens from allegiance to her
and to substitute for her process of law their (the
invaders’) process of anarchy.

The mass meeting certainly intentionally gave a
selfish and, possibly, a sardonic cast to the resolu-
tions when it placed the United Mine Workers of
America and allied unions on record as willing to
abide by any decision which a commission named
by President Wilson to end the strike might make,
for President Wilson was keeping a member of the
United Mine Workers in his cabinet, which said
cabinet member, as just shown, had sent to Alabama
a labor union partisan as a ‘“conciliator” in this

strike, thus manifesting his own partisan prefer-
ence for the labor unions against the State.

But to my mind the feature of the above resolu-
tions which most palpably exposed the real soul of
labor unionism was the omission to denounce and
utterly condemn the acts of the strikers and their
allies in murdering three non-union coal miners
and the general manager of the Corona Coal mine
and a deputy sheriff; also, in wounding with gun-
shot six non-union miners, also, in shooting into a
non-union miner’s residence, wounding the miner
and his wife; also, in burning a non-union miner’s
residence; also in dynamiting eleven non-union
miners’ residences, by which explosions three min-
ers and the wife of one of them were wounded and
the wife of another was- killed—all' these crimes
besides shooting into one train and dynamiting an-
other, destroying buildings at two mines, etc. (See
details later herein.) Z

Therefore, the vice-president of the Southern
Labor Congress and the Secretary of the State Fed-
eration of Labor logically made themselves guilty
of murder, of arson and of other felonies, as acces-
sories after the fact, if they had not really made
themselves accessories before the fact by encour-
aging the strikers to inaugurate and persist in their
process of murder, and every member of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor who took part in the meet-
ing made himself equally guilty, because the resolu-
tions condemning the Governor for upholding the
laws of the State and protecting the lives of her
people were unanimously adopted.

The foregoing, however, was not the first object
lesson the United Mine Workers had given of their
contempt in Alabama of the authority of the State,
for, on September 27, 1920, after the State’s militia
had curbed their lawlessness, they attempted to
have a mass meeting amid the scenes of their strike
to ventilate their views.

General Steiner, who was in command of the
troops, however, knowing full well that it would be
made the medium of still further inciting to anar-
chy, forbade the meeting and suppressed it. Un-
able to induce Governor Kilby to overrule General
Steiner’s action, the miners made public their de-
mand for the impeachment of the Governor for
denying them ‘“the right of freedom of speech.”

The crucial questions which must be asked, in
the final analysis of the United Mine Workers’
strike in Alabama are: WILL THE CONGRESS OF
THE UNITED STATES BARTER THE LIVES,
LIBERTY AND PROPERTY OF THE PEOPLE OF
ALABAMA, FOR THE VOTES CONTROLLED BY
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR? Will
you, Democratic and Republican members of both
of your honorable bodies, allow the State to be in-
vaded and her republican form of government with
its process of law subverted by that agency of
anarchy with its process of murder for such a price
—OR ANY PRICE? I say the American Fed-
eration of Labor, for in the Birmingham meeting,
as above quoted, the ‘“right” of the United Mine



Workers, whose headquarters are in Indiana, to
dynamite the, homes of non-union citizens of Ala-
bama and to murder those citizens and their wives
was logically contended for by the vice-president of
the Southern Labor Congress, which includes the
Southern members of the American Federation of
Labor, and by the secretary of the Alabama Federa-
tion of Trades, which includes the Alabama mem-
bers of the same, and to those must be added the
president of the Birmingham Trades Council; and
the mass meeting, composed doubtless of members
of promiscuous component organizations of that
federation, whose headquarters are in Washing-
ton, D. C., unanimously voted condemnation of the
Governor of the State BECAUSE HE HAD RE-
SISTED THEIR ASSAULTS UPON HER LAWS
AND HER PEOPLE’S LIVES.

To reiterate: You know that one of the Gom-
pers’ federation’s component organizations, from its
office in Indiana ordered this invasion of Alabama.
Alabama could exercise no control over it in Indi-
ana. YOU CAN. WILL YOU DO IT?

And you know that neither that federation nor,
any of its component organizations is incorporated,
hence it is left free to hide its plots against the
public, against the States and against the very Gov-
ernment of the United States from supervision by
national or State authorities. It was proven in
court that it bought dynamite when street cars
carrying passengers were blown up in the streets of
Atlanta, Ga.  There can be practically no doubt
that it furnished dynamite aplenty during the strikes
in Alabama in 1908 “and  1920-1921, practically no
doubt that it has spent many hundreds of thousands
if not, really, millions of dollars in influencing, if
not, in fact, corrupting the ballot box for its selfish
advancement. :

Yet, THE BASIC CRIME IT COMMITS, AND, AS
AN ORGANIZATION, BY SUFFERANCE OF CON-
' GRESS, COMMITS WITH IMPUNITY, IS THE
MURDER OF LAW-ABIDING PEOPLE. No doubt
the representatives in your honorable bodies from
at least forty States, if not from every State, can
secure evidence of the murders this federation has
committed in those States. But, with this fact easily
proven, the appalling companion fact stands that
Congress after Congress has been elected and has
legislated on every subject affecting the daily lives
and activities of the people—except ONESTHSThat
one is: The responsibility of labor unions 'having
interstate membership for .depriving law-abiding
citizens of life, liberty and property without due
process of law. Hach Congress and each President,
since Grover Cleveland went out of office, has
steered clear of antagonizing these promoters and
conductors of murder, and has left the United States
an open field for the American Federation of Labor’s
activities in committing murder.

Now, gentlemen, what are you going to do about
protecting the lives and property of orderly people
against the professional thugs and other doers of
‘crime in this Amercan Federation of Labor? = And

what are you going to do abut protecting even the
members of that organization who carry the “union
card” but who are kept in subjection to its anarchic
process by these thugs who beat them up or murder
them if they dare to take a stand in favor of the
law and public policy? There are, beyond doubt
many thousands in the labor unions who are good
and loyal men at heart, but who are terrorized by
Gompers’ thugs. (See events chronicled August 14,
1908, and December 14, 1920, in the record in this
letter).

I ‘herewith furnish you record of thirty-nine spe-
cific acts of felonious crime committed in Alabama,
some against the property and some against the
residents of that State, during 1908 by the United
Mine Workers of America, et al., also record of
twenty-eight specific acts of felonious crime com-
mitted in the same State against her law-abiding
people by the same agency of anarchy during 1920.
If it be denied that this record is true, I invite you
to investigate it critically. But if it be true, and I
assert that it is true as to every act and every‘ essen-
tial particular pertaining thereto, then those respon-
sible for these capital or other felonious ecrimes
against the law-abiding people of Alabama from
Samuel Gompers down, ought either to be in the
penitentiary or be hung.

Paraphrasing a cry which rang through the
United Colonies in 1775, THE CAUSE OF ALA-
BAMA IS THE CAUSE OF ALL OUR STATES,
hence what member from any other State can raise
voice against brutal acts of felony in his own State
by members of the American Federation of Labor if
he practically consents for members of that federa-
tion to continue their course of crime against the
State of Alabama and her citizens? Will you let
Gompers’ co-criminals keep their feet on top of the
law, or will you put them under the law?

JOSEPH M. BROWN,

Governor of Georgia 1909-1913.
Marietta, Ga., March 18, 1921.

INCIDENTS OF THE STRIKE OF COAL MINERS
DISTRICT NO. 20
UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA—UNION
1908.

Strike of coal miners called to take effect Monday, July 6,
1908; order issued by Executive Committee United Mine
Workers of America, signed by Lewis, President; John
P. White, Vice-President; W. D. Ryan, Secretary; dated at
Indianapolis, Indiana, June 80, 1908.—(A. H. and B. N.)

‘July 8, 1908.— HOUSE DYNAMITED. — Peter Birkert,
colored, non-union ' coal’ miner, living at and employed at
Lewisburg mines, house dynamited during night, house partly
destroyed.—(A. H. and B. N.)

NOTE:—The initials A, H. and B. N. show that the items
s0 indicated weré secured from the files of the Birmingham
Age-Herald and the Birmingham News respectively, or from
both. hy ‘

July 15, 1908 —ASSAULT.—Tom White, a ‘colored non-union
miner, employed at Wylam mines, was assaulted by three (3)
white union men and badly beaten.—(A. H, and B, N.)




July 16, 1908.—ATTACK ON SPECTIAL TRAIN.—A special
train on the Southern R. R. containing fifty-four (54) men
and four (4) women, non-union workmen employed by the
Birmingham Coal and Iron Company for their mines near
Adamsville, was stopped at Jefferson by some 300 armed men.
Shots fired into coaches, guards (eight in number) over-
powered, workmen and women dragged from cars and chased
down the tracks and into the nearby woods and repeatedly
fired at.—(A. H. and B. N)

July 17, 1908.—ATTA@K ON SPECIAL TRAIN.—A special
train of three coaches containing some sixty (60) non-union
workmen, together with a number of women, deputy sheriffs
and company guards and officials, destined for the mines of
the T. C. I. & R. R. Co. at Blossbhurg, was stopped by a
thrown switch at Jefferson Terminal Junction. A large body
of armed men immediately opened fire on the train, battle
lasted about ten minutes, resulted in the serious wounding of
one deputy sheriff, Charleg Gardner, and minor wounds to four
other deputies and one company official. Casualties among the
attacking strikers and sympathizers undetermined. (Nine
men arrested on 29th in this case),—(A. H., and B, N.)

July 18, 1908.—NATIONAL GUARD TROOPS CALLED
INTO SERVIOE BY GOVERNOR.—Eleven (11) armed negroes
in ambush near Adamsville captured by sheriffs and National
Guard troops.—(A. H.)

July 28, 1908.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.— — — Robinson,
colored non-union workman, miner at Pratt City, house dy-
‘namited during night, family not at home, house wrecked.—
(A. H.)

July 21st, 1908.—SHOOTING INTO DWELLING.—L. V.
Evans, White non-union miner living near Mary Lee, 9 p. m.
house surrounded by some thirty (80) men and riddled, bul-
lets passing entirely through building. Hvans, his wife and
children secreted themselves in a closet, escaping injury.—
(A. H.)

July 21st, 1908.—KILLING.—One negro killed and two
deputy sheriffs wounded, Blue Oreek mines.—(A. H.)

July 22, 1908. — PUMPER ASSAULTED.— A negro non-
union workman, employed as a pumper, at a distance from the
Company Operation, Yolande, Alabama, was attacked by four
masked men and beaten into insensibility.—(A. H.)

July 22, 1908.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by
Bob Oarter, colored non-union miner, Yolande, dynamited by
a heavy charge, house badly wrecked, no one injured.—(A. H.)

July 25, 1908.— HOUSE DYNAMITED. — House of non-
union miner blown up by heavy charge of dynamite during
night (no name given).—(A. H.)

July 27, 1908. — KILLING.— Arthur Hurst, colored non-
union miner, Blue Creek Mines, killed. Two colored union
miners arrested for this shooting.—(A. H. and B. N.)

July 28, 1908.—AIR SHAFT DYNAMITED.—No. 4 and No.
5 air shafts of the Wylam mines of the T. C. I. & R. R. Co.
dynamited on night of this date, no serious damage.—(A. H.)

’July 29, 1908.—SHOOTING FROM AMBUSH.—Non-union
miners employed Arcadia were fired upon when coming from
work, more than thirty (80) shots fired. Superintendent of
mines who was with the workmen was wounded.

© July 29, 1908.—DYNAMITE THROWN INTO GUARDS’
CAMP.—Several sticks of dynamite were thrown into Camp
of company guards at Wylam and exploded. No one injured.
—(A. H.)

July 29, 1908.—KILLING.—Lige Nelms, colored non-union
fireman No. 7 Slope, T. C. I. & R. R. Co.,, when on his way*
to; work about 4:30 p. m.,, was shot and killed by a party of
strikers and sympathizers. This occurrence took place on
Republic road near the bridge over No. 7 Lake branch.—
(A. H. and B. N.)

July 29, 1908.—HOUSE BURNED.—At Pinkney City, the
house of a non-union miner was burned to the ground, early
on this date.—(A. H.)

July 29, 1908.—ASSAULT.—At Wylam (on this date) a
non-union miner (colored) was attacked and beaten because
he would not strike (name not given).—(A, H.)

July 30, 1908.— HOUSE DYNAMITED.—B. H. Arnold,
white non-union miner and contractor, living in Wylam, house
dynamited at night, partly destroyed, no one injured.—(A. H.
and B. N.)

July 380, 1908.— HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Sam Collins,
colored mon-union miner, living near No, 4 mine, T. C. I. &
R. R. Co. house dynamited and partly destroyed, no one in-
jured.—(B. N.)

" July 81, 1908.— HOUSE DYNAMITED, — Geo. Banks,

colored non-union miner residing Avenue K. and 20th St
Ensley, house dynamited 12:30 a. m. family asleep on other
side of house, no one injured. (Five negroes arrested August
1st for this crime).

As a result of this case, the real estate agents and renters
of Ensley held a meeting and passed a resolution ordering all
coal miners occupying rented houses in Ensley to vacate them
at once.—(A. H, and B. N.)

July 31, 1908.—SHOTS FIRED AT NATIONAL GUARDS-
MEN.—During the night several shots were fired into the
camp of the National guardsmen in camp near No. 1 shaft
of the T. C. I. & R. R. Co., near Pratt Qity. No one in-
jured.—(A. H. and B. N.) :

August 1, 1908.—J., H. Adams, Vice-President and General
Manager Sayre Mining and Manufacturing Company, was sit-
ting on the steps of that Company’s commissary at Sayre at
1 a. m. when some person threw a stick of dynamite at him
which landed nearby and exploded, tearing a large hole in the
ground.—(A. H.)

August 1, 1908 —HOUSE DYNAMITED.—A negro (name
not given) mnon-union miner living Graves Mines, house
dynamited, badly wrecked, no one injured.—(A. H.)

August 3, 1908—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Findley Fuller,
colored non-union miner, living at Brighton, house dynamited
and partly destroyed, no one injured.—(A. H, and B, N.)

August 4, 1908. — DYNAMITING AND SHOOTING.— An :

attack was made on night of this date upon the buildings
occupied by non-union miners at the Lewisburg Mines, build-
ings were dynamited and about 100 shots fired by the attack-
ing party, who were finally repulsed.—(A. H.)

August 4, 1908.—SHOOTING INTO DWELLING.—At Em-
pire, the house occupied by a non-union miner was riddled
with bullets.—(A. H.)

August 5, 1908—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—John Hughico,
Austrian non-union miner, living in No. 5 mine, T. C. I. &
R. R. Co. tenements, house dynamited 2 a. m. No one in-
jured, six men arrested in this case.—(A. H. and B. N.)

August 6, 1908.—ASSAULT.—A negro, (name not given),
non-union miner at Littleton, was stopped on the road by
four men, he was robbed, stripped of his clothing, beaten
severely and then thrown into the river nearby. Two men
arrested in this case.—(A. H.)

August 7, 1908. —SHOTS FIRED INTO PASSENGER
TRAIN.—When the Tegular L. & N. passenger train on the
Birmingham Mineral Division was nearing Brookwood, 4:30
p. m., several shots were fired into the coaches by persons

standing nearby. Conductor reported seeing three armed men

running into the woods when train came to stop.—(B. N.)

August 7, 1908.—HOUSES DYNAMITED, OCOUPANTS
KILLED.—Three houses occupied by colored non-union miners

s



at Acton mines, were dynamited during night, killing two of
the occupants.—(A. H. and B. N.)

August 9, 1908.—THE BLOCTON TRAGEDY.—A special
train consisting of three coaches left Birmingham 11 p. m.
August 8th; the first coach contained deputy sheriffs, Company
officials and Railroad employes; second coach was occupied by
Company ‘‘I’’ Alabama National Guard, about 60 men under
command of Major Vaden a.nd Captain Townsend of Union-
town; the third and last coa.ch contained about 60 non-union
miners and laborers, their wives and children. The workmen
were employed for the mining operations of the T. C. I. &
R. R. Co., at Blocton, Alabama. At about 1:30 a. m. of
August 9th, when rounding a curve into a cut (about three
quarters of a mile from Blocton) on the other side of which
was a deep ravine spanned by a wooden trestle, the engineer
of the train saw that the embankment on the left side of track
was lined, for a hundred yards or more, with armed men, who
were partly concealed by the embankment, made by earth
thrown over from cut.

At the moment the train entered the cut, the armed men at
the side, on the embankment (which was at the height or
level of the coach windows) opened fire, the first volley
striking the locomotive and pouring into the windows of the
first coach; the second volley struck the first, second and
third coaches, pouring into the windows, breaking out the
glass, killing and maiming many of the occupants; a third
volley and many scattering shots were fired at the then fast
moving train.

When the train arrived at Blocton Station a count of the
casualties showed three dead, five seriously wounded and ten
with more or less serious wounds. Killed were conductor of
train, Joseph T. Colling, Deputy Sheriff O. Z. Dent, and Willard
Howell, a laborer; wounded included three (3) company
officials, four (4) deputy sheriffs, four (4) soldiers and four
(4) workmen.—(A. H. and B. N.)

August 13, 1908.—HOUSE SHOT INTO.—House of non-
union miner at Margaret Mines shot into. Two women in
house wounded, one wounded seriously.—(A. H.)

August 14, 1908.—SHOOTING.—Tom Watkins, colored
miner at Banner Mines, shot by a striker because he had
remarked that he (Watking) was going back to work.—
(A. H.)

August 14, 1908. — INTIMIDATION. — — — Williams,
white non-union miner, held up by two armed negro miners,
told to quit work or get killed. This occurred between Jett
and Croker mines.—(A. H.)

August 16, 1908.—HOUSE SHOT INTO.—At Sanie mines,
house of non-union worker (name not given) shot into, no
one injured.—(A. H.)

August 17, 1908.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Stetney Coats,
colored non-union miner, Pratt City, house dynamited 10:30
p. m. Coats escaped with slight injuries.—(A. H. and B. N.)

August 18, 1908.—WORKMEN SHOT AT.—A steam shovel
crew operating for Sloss-Sheffield Coal and Iron Company near
Coalburg were shot at from ambush. No one injured. Crew
quit work.—(A. H.)

August 19, 1908.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Thos. Duggan,
white non-union miner and contractor living in Pratt City,
house dynamited and partly destroyed. Nine (9) people
asleep in house. Two daughters thrown across their sleeping
room and injured.—(A. H.)
pugust 19, 1908 "HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Anthony Davis,
colored non-union miner living West Pratt City, house dy-
namited partly destroyed, no one injured. ' (Note: Davis
lived about two blocks from Duggan)—(A. H.)

August 21, 1908—CAMP SHOT UP.—Non-union camp at

Arcadia shot up. About 100 shots fired.—(A. H.)

August 22, 1908.—SHOT FROM AMBUSH.—Anthony Davis,
non-union coal miner (see above) was shot from ambush when

near his house, three buck shot taking effect in his chest.—
(A, THD)

August 24, 1908.—SHOT FROM AMBUSH.—Wm, Clayton,
white non-union miner, working at Lewisburg mines was shot
from ambush while walking on road near Lewisbhurg, three
wounds, two buck shot in chest.—(A. H. and B. N)

August 26, 1908.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Cass Darden,
colored non-union miner living East Thomas, house dynamited
2:80 a. m. No one injured.—(A. H.)

August 31, 1908.—STRIKE OFFICIALLY CALLED OFF
—(A. H. and B. N.)

INCIDENTS OF THE STRIKE OF COAL MINERS
DISTRICT NO. 20
UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA.
} 1920-1921.

To January 8th, 1921.
September 5—STRIKE CALLED.—Strike order issued to
take effect at midnight September 7th. Many miners struck,
however, on September 5th, Labor Day.

September 5. — KILLING AT GINTOWN.—Sam Lynn,
(white), a non-union coal miner employed by Sloss-Sheffield
Coal & Iron Company at their mines near Blossburg, was
shot and killed by J. R. Allison (white), a union miner, at
Gintown, Sunday afternoon. Allison was arrested.

September 11.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by
Bugene Morgan, (colored), non-union coal miner, working in
No. 8 mine, T. 0. I. & R. R. Co., and who lives near Drift
Track in Pratt City, was dynamited last night. No one in-
jured. Two were arrested in this case.—(A. H.)

-September 11 —HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by
Frank Edwards (colored) non-union coal miner, employed and
working at No. 3 mine, T. C. I. & R. R. Co., and who lives
in Frenchtown, a suburb of Pratt City, was dynamited 11:50
last night. No one injured.—(Not reported in newspapers.)

September 11.—SHOOTING.—H, Ford (colored) non-union
coal miner, employed No. 8 mine, T. €. I. & R. R. Co., and
who lives near Drift Track, Pratt City, was shot from ambush
10 o’clock last night. Ford was wounded in the arm, arm’
was broken. Ambushing party was concealed under porch of
church.— (Not reported in newspapers.)

September 13.—TRAIN SHOT INTO.—Train, consisting of
four (4) coaches filled with miners, returning home after
day’s work in Bay View Mines, (T. C. I. & R. R. Co.) fired
into from high embankment of cut on Birmingham Southern
R. R. near Wylam at 6:15 p. m. Some 50 or 60 shots fired.
No one injured.—(A. H.) (B. N.) L

September 14 —INFLAMMATORY SPEECH.—Joe Kenna-
mer, President, District 20, United Mine Workers of America,
advocates hanging of negro leaders who oppose strike.—(B. N.)

September 16.—KILLING AT PATTON, ALABAMA.—Leon
M. Adler, General Manager, Corona Coal Company, killed. L.
Edgel, Deputy Sheriff, fatally injured-in battle with striking
miners near Patton at 2 p. m. (Edgel died September 22nd.)
One other deputy sheriff, (name not given) wounded.—(A.
) (BN

September 17.—Military Forces called into service in Min-
ing District by Governor Kilby.—(A. H. and B. N.)

September 17.—KILLING AT MAJESTIC MINES FROM
AMBUSH.—Party of negro miners on their way to work at
the mines, fired on from ambush. Green Cook fatally wounded,
when found was dead. Richard Montgomery shot through eye
and hip dangerously wounded. W. B. Albert sprinkled with
shot, painfully wounded.

John Arnold, Cleve Arnold, Ed Harris and J. B. MecCoy,
white striking coal miners, arrested and lodged in jail.




(Note: John‘Arnold was later convicted and sentenced to
nine years in the penitentiary.)—(B. N.)

September 18.— REWARD OFFERED IN ADLER KILL-
ING.— $2,500.00 reward offered by Manufacturers Associa-
tion for information leading to arrest and conviction of
persons implicated in the killing of Leon M. Adler.—(A. H.)

September 18.—VAN A, BITTNER, former president,
Pittsburg Distriet U. M. W. of A., arrives in District to take
charge of strike—(A. H.)

September 25.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by
Allison Malone (colored), trip rider No. 8 mine, T. C. I. &
R. R. Co., and which is located in Annesburg, near Ensley,
was dynamited 5 o’clock this morning, blast shattered front
porch, no one injured.—(Not reported in newspapers).

September 27.—MASS MEETING PROHIBITED BY COM-
MANDING OFFICER.—Meeting called by strike leaders pre-
vented by order of General Steiner.—(A. H. and B. N.)

September 29. — HOUSE DYNAMITED. — House in which
Allison Malone (colored) was living in Englewood, dy-
namited. Mack Richardson and Fulton Burns (colored) ar-
rested and bound over to the grand jury in this case—(A. H.)

_ October 1.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by
Lave Shorter, (colored), a non-union coal miner, who works at
Docena Mine, T. C. I. & R. R. Co., and who lives near junc
tion of the Mulga and Docena. roads, was dynamited and
partly destroyed 8:830 p. m. last night. Shorter was injured
in explosion. Dynamite was thrown into house by persons in
an automobile which was passing by.—(Not reported in news-
papers.)

October 1.—HOUSE DYNAMITED. — House occupied by
M. G. Culley, (colored), in ‘‘Smokey Row’’ Quarters, T. C. 1
& R. R. Co., near Pratt City, dynamited. Culley, on hearing
a noise under the house, ran out into yard when room he was
in was demolished by explosion.—(A. H.)

October 3.— HOUSE DYNAMITED. — Andrew Thompson,
(colored) 500 5th Avenue, Pratt City, house dynamited 10
p. m. on 2nd. Both Thompson and his wife, who were in the
back room, were thrown to the floor. Front of house blown
away.—(A. H.) :

October 5.—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—House occupied by J.
M. Ward, (colored), a non-union coal miner, working in No.
8 mine, T. C. I. & R. R. Co., located in Averette Town, a
suburb of Ensley, was dynamited last night between 9 and 10
o’clock. Rear porch and back of house wrecked.. No one
injured.—(Not reported in newspapers.)

October 6. — TIPPLE BURNED. — Tipple, Big Four boal
Company burned Saturday night—(B. N.)

October 6—MACHINE SHOP DESTROYED.—Machine Shop
Bradford Mines destroyed by fire Saturday night.—(B. N.)

October 9.—TRAIN DYNAMITED.—Attempt made to wreck
Birmingham Southern R. R. train leaving Birmingham for Bay

View 6:45 p. m. on 8th, containing a large number of miners '

going to work at T. C. I. & R. R. Co.’s mines. Several
sticks of dynamite dropped on coach from overhead bridge
near Thrash Station. One stick exploded over platform of
coach, rest of dynamite exploded on ground having fallen off
of coach. Mack Smith, (colored) switchman, slightly injured,
hole blown in roof of coach, glass broken out of end -of
coach.—(A. H.)

October 12—SHOOTING.—John Blue, (colored), non-union
coal miner working No. 1 shaft, T. O. I. & R. R. Co., and

residing at 1429 Lum Boulevard, Birmingiam, was shot and
seriously wounded by A. L. Riley, (coloted) a striking coal
miner. City police arrested Riley. /Blue died October 19th.
—(Not reported in newspapers.) ! £

October 14—HOUSE SHOT/ INTO.—Holly Jones, (colored),
working coal miner, living "Pa<rk Square, Pratt City, house
riddled with bullets (some 40 skots) 7:80 p. m. 13th. Jones
wounded in foot, his wife wounged in leg.—(A. H.)

October 24th.— HOUSE DYNAMITED. — House, No. 709
Frisco Avenue, Pratt City, occupied by John Finch (colored)
non-union coal miner, employed No. 3 mine, T. C. I. & R. R.
Co., was dynamited at 4:20 this morning. Hole blown through
porch and side of house. No one injured.—(Not reported in
newspapers.)

November 29.—SHOOTING.—Earl Thomas, 4207 1st Ave.,
Birmingham, Robt. Watkins, R. F. D. No. 7 and Tom Johnson,
all negro miners, on their return from work at 5:30 p. m.
when near Vanderbilt Stock Pens, were fired upon by several
men whom they recognized as union sympathizers. Several
small shot struck Thomas in face and neck.—(A. H.)

December 1.— DYNAMITING AND ARSON.— Charles
Squasher, a striking coal miner arrested in connection with the
burning of a residence and the blowing up of a boiler at the
coal Operations of the Glen Mary Coal Co., ten miles from
Haleyville. Troops sent to this Operation.

December 4—SHOT FROM AMBUSH.—Will Pitts, - coal
miner, Ajax Mines, lower part of Jefferson County, when com-
ing out of mine from work was shot from ambush 11 o’clock
last night. Wounded seriously, but not fatally. Two men said
to be involved in shooting.—(A. H.)

December 10—SHOOTING INTO TRUCK.—A truck load
of non-union miners returning from work at No. 2 mine of
the T. C. I. & R. R. Co., were fired on by unidentified persons,
early this morning, when near No. 7 lake. Glass shot out of
windows on truck. No one injured.—(B. N. and A. H.)

December 18.—SHOOTING.—Eugene Gowing (colored) non-
union miner, while going to work 5:45 a. m. today when near
““Drift Track’’ B. 8. R. R. Pratt City, was shot at and
wounded in right arm. Three shots were fired at Gowing in
this case. Wm. Hilliard (colored) striking coal miner arrested
by Company deputies. He was lodged in jail, bound over to
grand jury.—(This case not reported in newspapers.)

December 14—HOUSE DYNAMITED, WOMAN KILLED.
—House of Ullman Lawler (colored) coal miner, Lewisburg
Mines, was blown up by dynamite 9:15 p. m. last night.
Lawler’s wife was killed by the explosion and Lawler himself
injured. Lawler was a union miner who had returned to
work, having quit the union.—(B. N. and A. H.)

December 22—HOUSE DYNAMITED.—Dynamite was ex-
ploded under house occupied by a non-union coal miner, work-
ing at the Searles Mines, shortly before midnight of the 21st.
No one injured.—(B. N.)

December 283.—SOLDIER SHOT AND KILLED. — Private
James Morris, Company ‘‘M’’ Alabama National Guard, was
shot from ambush and killed, at Nauvoo, Walker County,
between 7 and 8 o’clock last night. (William Beard captured
on 27th and confessed to shooting Morris.)—(A. H. and B. N.)

December 28 —SHOOTING AT GUARD.—E. M. Herron, a
guard of T. C. I. & R. R. Co., patroling transmission line,
when near junction of Docena and Mulga roads last night,
was fired at by three men in an automobile, four shots were
fired.—(Not reported in newspapers.)
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